
ii6 PARISH AND HOME.

\'ALAIPA l>RISII ION 1R'S.

PAitiSt ION illntiy Iie flivitled inito two
classes. This division is neither fancifuil
nor arbitrary, ]lint one wlîich is niade by
the facts. Ini Lvery parish the %vorId ov'er
these [nvo clas3es are present.

Otie class is comnposed or the faithfül
people %vIîo are a1 ieilp and an ornaniient iii
the chutrch, nti %vhose praise is iii the
licarts ani on the lips of ail wvho kniov
thcmn. They arc a preciotis coînfcrt [o
the rector and the niainstay of the panisl.
I'he>' are always in thcir places (luring

divine service tunless lîinclered Iby sonie
flecesSity, ready ever- with aiil, and sympa-
thy, and appreciativeness, antd invariably t(>
lie dcpended ti to stipport eve.-y noble
ndtinking. In themi we have tlîe valu-

able l)anisltioners.
Thle other class consists of thase who,

tlîough their naimes are on the roll of coin-
intinicants amI( the list of pew-hoidcrs, aire
of no real aC-rotnt to Iteir parish. In-
tleed, Ille panisît is scarccly thecirs cxcept
iii a reniote sense. Nofliing perining to
thic Cliurclî arous !s tlieir interest. Atî the
i>est, tlicy are spectators, and not vcry
inspining ones cither. They dIo flot know
wvlît is going on, and they (d0 flot care.
No oîîe expects;ie the 10 d anlything.
'\\'lien parocîtial sciiemes andi possibilities
arc canivassed, thecy-tîhcir pu rses, co-
oiperation, ani even thecir good wishes-
-ire lcft ont of the calculations, just as
tholigb ile individuails îbcmlselves %wcrc
iiot in the land of the living. Tlicy art
never couintcd uplon for any gooci word or
wvork. If thcy wcere olty zcrocs, the case
wvoid flot be so distressing, but tbey arc ai
deaid wcîghit upon the pais;an y thecir
exaiple they hiaiper and hinder tîte
gloriotis wvork of saving souls and bMess.
ing the world. L.et uis flot characterize
tbell, cxcept to say thai. thcy are flot valu.
ahie panisliioncrs.

]Evcryb)ody can le a vffinbie parishioner
if lie wvill. It does flot require that lic be
ricli, or ednucatcd, or a person of elegant
Icistire. Ail that is nccssary is for imii to
do what is easily, within blis power.

VauiI Paniisliincrs arc thc f.-itiftil
aind dcvoied Christins of the congrega.
tion. Tîteir godly lives aire a Iblessingl to
the parish. People 'vho are truc to Christ
coiicind titc churcit. rhecy are thc best
ai strongest sort or argunmcnt for the
existece of Goul, the Gospel of Christ,
aind for the Anîcnrican cbnrch. Atîver.
s;uvics iiuay atinck our argunmcnte, bt ilicy
caniot controvcrt a noble life. 1i'very
earncst Christian is a valuabie parisitioncr.

Chutrch)going ks one instance of the hclp.
ffflness of valuiable 1 )arisliioncrs. Aithoagît
[lie' attend dlivine service in order to wvor-
sîtil) Alînigiîty God, andi Iear 11ki Word
and receive 1lus grace, tîteir devotion ks
IIessetl as a iiniistry (0 otîters iii cliccring
[lic lî.lsbor's heant, in givilng a whlolesoilnc
exanmple to otîters, anti in aiiling tîte
chutrch to appear wvorthy of herself before
'tlte coiînuitnity. Tlîey love the courts of
the Lçord's house, and the negligence and
itidifrèrence of others ks uot cotintcnanced
l)y titei. T1o attend the serv'ices ks one of
the first Chrnistian duties ;it is also a, pow.
erfui itteans of ltelpiîîg the l)arish. They
%vlîo can do notlîing niore titan titis are of
large %vortît.

A valuiable parisîtioner will flot stand
alo0offroi tte parochial ativities. Guilds,
the Suinday-sclîool, and perhanps other
sphcres, offer opportunities for serving God
anîd tîte chnrch, and the people who assist
in aI least onc of these are of great accouint.
Tltey %vil] not be aîîîong the whining or
disgruntleti nuinbcr vho, "neyer sec the
rector" ant " neyer recci ve any notice."
Citurcît %vork rentiers sncb comiplaints uni-
possible, and it niakes a cheerful and
united congregation. Every one miight
tîîtdertake at least one little task for the
cîturcli, though it be flothiflg more titan to
attend a gulild meeting.

P.irishioners who arc 'vorth having will
spceak for tue cltnrch. It ks bad mianners
and a lack of clîarity to obtrnde one's con-
victionîs in tue social circle, anîd especialiy
sîtouici we b)eware of introtiucing iatters
of religions controversy. But occasions
svill often arise wlicn the iv- sensitive
propricty wviil allowv antd even coînniand us
to stand npl for tîte cîturcli. If we are to
tdo this, wc nust be able to explain lier
lieavcnlly ways anid givc reasons for lier
lirinciples. 0f course we înnist undcrstand
lier otîrselves, if wve %vould point out lier
strcngtli and beatîty to otiiers; ; we shoulti
knowv 'hy %.c are churcîtînenl.

Tbecy wiio (Io sucb things as thcse are
valuable parisitioners. Alas, tîtat tiiere
are s0 few in cecry congregation. If thcrc
wverc miore, if ail wito are îîomiinally
Cliristiins wcre to dIo thecir duty, it would
tnot blionîg tilI tue %vorld wvoulu bc wvon
for Ciiist.-Seleed.

Tisit caey imtti iii tht Iowhand
Itaîth itl of giattid or îîcwv

Butt a soilsomc asccn Ic:tds on
Ton %i idc ant gliois vicw.

P1coplcd andiwarmiSt 'ak-
!.oncly andc chili thc lîciglît,

îlqit uic pen:lt iliat is sîetrcr thc storm.cioudic
Is lncaîcr tht -,I.Irs of liit ',

CHIRIST'S CFIRISTIANITY.

Jîcsus Ciîttsei %vas always practicai,
thongli oftentiîncs Ilc said things wvhici
secîncd to be of a visionary natuire. 1le
wvas practical Miîen î-le told lus clîtrcli to
take care of tue poor, anti to visit tîte
sick, and bless the unhlest, and giv uy
to ltim wvho %vas said of hcart. Chtristian-
ity lias ils owvn seeu/arisni as wvell as its
own tlîeology. To hear somie persons
talk one wvonit imagine titat Chnistianity
'vas oniy tîte iatest phase of thie theologi-
cal imagination. Clîristiaîîity lias its 1w.
mn i/les as wvcll as its divinities. Tiiere
are tuvo coinmandiiieîits in its infinite lawv,
tîte love of GotI, the love of mani.

Tliere is no religion under iteaven s0
hardworingas Clînistianity ; it neyer

tests. Hlindooismi bas ils At Ilonie, Mia-
homietanisni makzes no proselytes, Confit-
cianisiti lets tue wvorld alone, àtit Clîris-
tianity lets :zobodly alone. It is the work-
ing religion, tue miissionary religion, the
energetic faîtît, the rcvoltitionary force.
Do give Clîristiaîîity tîte credit ulf being
the lardesi.workimr- religion known
aniongst nmen.

I do flot inean mierely iîarti-working in
any ceremionial sensc, but in tue largest
sense of beneicence, love, evangelization,
caring for everybotly, neyer resting until
the last man is brouglit iii; flot judging
b)y inajorities, but judging b)y individuali-
tics ; cotinting cvery nian one, and rcck-
oning tîtat its wvork is unfinishetl tili the
las i ati is hoîîîed in the very litart of
Chrtist.

Our Chnistianity is nothing if il be flot
tins practical. le onl '- is the visionary
theniogian wvo is $0 lost in theologi-
cal speculation as [o r.eglect the ignorance,
the disease, the poverty, whlicb are lying
round abotut bis very bouse and l)atiî.

GOI)'S PROM ISES.

A P~ROMISE' is like a- Clîcqute. I blave a
clicqnc; whlat do I (1o wiîli it ? Suppose
I carnied it abolit iii my pockct, and said,
«I dIo flot sec the tise of this bit of papcer,

I cannot buy nnytling with it ;" a person
would say, '« Ilavc you been to, tue uatnk
wvith i l ««' No ; I did flot think of thatt."
"«But it is payable to your order. Ilave
you youir nine on tîte back of it ? " "'No
I have flot donc ibat." "'And yet you
-rre biaining tîte person wvbn gave yoîî the
cieque: ! Tîte whlol bManie lies svith yoîîr-
self, l'ut your naie on the bac'- of (lie
clicque, go wiîl it to tîte bank, anti you
wvill gel what is promiscd t0 you."
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