
TRE CHRISTIAN flAINNRe 229

or at least cannot be enrolled with good evidence in favor of the spirit-
Uality of any people.

But our work of review should be proseeuted more directly. There
are three things avetred by the good brother Frankclin which, when
groupcd tog-ethier, appoar not, to fit witlî eaeh other handsomely :-Th-t
the Cincinnati mission arrangements are discretionary; that such
arrangements werc made by primitive brethren agrecably to their con-
venience ; and that wc are not to look into the Bible for the'se arrange-
ments. IIow tiiese thrce things ean lie matcbed in order to lie plaeed
near enoughI to prevent crevices through wvhich wc may sec daylight or
darkniess on the other side of theui, is beyond our powcrs. A projeet
whiehi is purely prudential is quite understandable ; but when we say
that it is an affair of prudence, and then add that it was in vogue
among primitive brethiren, and finalIy aver that its dimensions and fea-
turcs arc not embraced in the scriptures,-the whole of this taken
together forms a picture on whieh -%e cannot look admairingly. Our
sircasmn cannot ho let loose on it. WVe xncercly intimate that the esti-
niable Franklin's religious taste, se far as tiiese partieulars indicate, is
peculiar. The missionary logic, broughit into this tri-anigle, is too
ricL-ety to match wvith the materials of Christ's temple.

Again, the saine logic takes a seat in the centre of the mission build-
ing, and deelares: II can sec no danger to, the cause in tb' se arrange-
ments.' This is doubtless a candid avowýal. 'No danger is seen.
Will this serve as guarantce that there is no danger? Suppose the

ifriends at Cincinnati and at Brighton eannot se danger bore : what of
itOa w sc voything î This logic is fearful. It makes our

weak vision the test of safety, if not of duty. The work of converting
the world is too great anli too saered te bie eoupled ivith logic se full of
our own wisdomi.

rinotherreason wby the recent society can be recommended, it appears,
iis, that the Banner is so inconsistent in reviewing it while one of the
iconduetors hceralds the gospel without learning from the oracles whether

hoe should speak on the north or south side of the American lino. For
the purposc of adimittin(r the 'Ileview' toý ho as perfect as poisible, le t
us assume Llhat we have aeted inconsistently. The inissionary arrange-
monts, tlien, according te this logic, are proper and scriptural because
nuL more inconsistent than whaf is just as ineonsistent-! We at once
baud over this argument to the new society. It belongs to that cirele
of things.


