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CIIUPRýCH WORK.

Ilis bapjtismal namie wvas Succath. At
the age of sixteen, Patrick wvas seized
by Irish pirates, and sold as a slave.
lie learned tic hînguage of bis cap.
tors wvlile Il tending a stern îiian's
..qvîne," as lie expresses it, on the
Irish mounitains, at ivilîi occupation
lie was emnploved for nearly seven
y'ears ini a land fi-î the iost part of
p'agan daîkiiess. Iliere, duringr lus
captivity, lie pr-ayed mîany timels a
,day ; in his owni words, lie Ilstayed
in the woods and on the miountains,
andi %vas urged to prayer before Uic
dawvn, in snow, in frost, in ramn."
At the age of t'veîty-twvo lie escaped
froin lus slaveîy and niîade his wvay
hunme

One iiiiglit reasonably have sup-
posed tlîat lie 'vould have gladly
turned bis baek tîpon a people wvbo
lîud sold hini into slavery, but
GOD ordaiîîed otlîervise. tle saint
vearned to save the souls of bis
cal)tors and their fel lov-countr-ynien.
Very soon lie resolved to revisit the
.island of bis captivity, and there
l)1eacli the Gospel of Salvation to
tie heathen Irish. Professor Morley
says (in his Il Englisi XVriters "
that Il there were already centres of
(Jlristian wvork in lireland wlîere
devoted men 'vere labouringr," and
St. Patrick's object appears io have
been tu gatiier togretlier these
scattered forces by a mîovenîient
tlîat " slîould carry witlî it the
%wliole people."

After four years of patient study
firet undeigone, lie %v'ent to Romie,
tlience lie pa.';,ed into Gaul, wvas
conspcrated by Bislîop Amnathus,
and proceeded to Ireland, landin-g
at Wicklowv, wvhere lie began bis
iliîssîouary hib1ou rs. Preaching by
the wvay witlî an eloquence and
earnestncss none could excel, and at
w'hici niankind and nature alike
îîîarvelled, lie proceeded- to visit his

old master «Mileho. with the o*bject
of paying hM his purchase freedoin;
but it is said that the slave-owner,
rather than accept the money from
his bauds, Ilbîîrued .bimiself and his

The personal character of the
great Apostie liad an enormous.in-
fluence upon the ardent and impul-
sive Irishî race. S. Patrick enlisted
many impiortanit chiefs iii the Master's
ser-vice, somne of wvhom made grantc
of land for the -purpose of ereeting
Iiieligious Houizs; finaily wvinning
over to his side the great Irish
heathen king. Laeghaire. The old
laws of the country were revised
under Patrick's directions and
brouglit into harmony wvith Christian
practices, and systeînatic arrange-
moints for the conversion of the Iriqh
commenced. Ail this, and xnuch
more, wvas -effected, without, giving
offence to the Irish people. Thus
the wvbole of his active and beauti-
fui life wvas devoted to effecting the
salvation and elevating the moral
and social condition of the Irish
amongst whomn, for some sixty years
or more, he coustantly and zealously
laboured wvith a perseverance which
lias justly %von for him the title of
Patron Saint and Apostie of the
Sister Isle.

"While lie spake, 'Men say that the
refluent tide

Ou the shore by Colpa ceased tu
sink ; ....

And the Druids, because they could
answver uought,

Bowed down to the Faith the
straner brought."

- Aubrey De Vere's Lceeids of aS.
P«trick.

M2NONFY.-': All article whIeh niay be used
as a universai passport t0 cvcrywhlere ex-
cept to he.aven . and as a univer-sal provider
of everythlsng except liappllcss."
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