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prompt. In the self.sarne day God com-
mandcd, lie oiîeyed. 2.-lt is particular,
to the verv letter. Ali is donc as conmand-
cd. 3.-lt %vais iii old aqe, wlîen men are
naturally unwilliiug to engage in auything
ncw.

LE ssoxq.
1. Nothing istol h d for God.
2. Learti tie happiness of communion

with God. Ouîr facilitics for such coin-
nînnion Lreater than Atîmaham's. Ilc hiat
no bible; we have. Hie badl a Saviour
cimmiy revealcd, in the distance ; we have
God mauifest iii the tiesti.

3. lu ail our religionis duties lot us have
ittrict regard to the revcaied wiii of God.
Let our enquiry be, Whiat saith the Scrip.
turc ?

4. Wie have the seai of the covenant, but
have we given our own cinsent 2

D)OCTRINE TO BE PROVED.

Baptism and circumeision signs of the
saine covenant, (1) both rites represent
moral cleansingý1 or regeneration. Dent.
xxx. 6 ; Col. ii . 10 , il1; Rom. vi. 3, 4.
(2.) Circaîneision was the sign or seai of
the Abradîaînie covenant; and tiiose who
are baptîzed ani receive the signified bless-
ing, become Ahraliam's seed, and heirs of
the promise. Gai. iii. 27-29.

FIRST S41BBATII 0F AUGUST.

SUOJECÎ: - UIrahtiii entertaining cingels.
Gen. xviii. 1-a3.

V. I .- Plains of ilfamre, so calcd froin
efamre, an Ainoritisli chief and ally of
Ahraham,-Geu. xiv. 13 ; called aiso He-
bron, fromn tic town of rliat namne that stood
In the valcv. Gen. xiii. 18. Hiebron was
a very ancienutcitry, originally cailed Kirjath.
arba,-Ger.. xxh 2; aud lay about twenty
miles sauth of ,Jerusalim. la Nuin. xiii.
122. it is said to have lîcen hut seven years
before Zoan, the ancient capital of iowcr
Egypt. It wvns tic bouse, and became the
buriai pilaice of Aibrahîam, Isaac and Jacob;
and a.ftcr tic return frons Egypt feul 10 the
lot of Caicb). Josh. xiv. 13. Ilere D)avid
rcigned over Judah seven vears ani six
montlîs, and bore lic was anointed king of
ail Israel. 2 $ain. 1-..5

Vv. 2-S.-'lo this incident reforence is
nude in lielb. xiii. 2 ; fromn which it appoars
that these visitors were angeis, and that, at
finit, Abrahiamx was not awaro of their rank

id di-pisY ; aîîd froin it the duty of bos-
pitalbtv towards straîngers is enjoincd.

In tuec conu1ut of Abrahamn towards these
strangers there is mucli that is beautifui a.nd
eomnmenclahle. Mark bisi courtesg. Thougli
an old muan, and very ivealtby, and thougli
thbe strangers are probably mucli yonngor
loolcingz, liow respoc tfüi and deferentiai is bis
amner. Observe bis atte4ion to their

wants. Ile providcs water for their feet,
invites themn under the shade of the tree,
asks Sarah to muke cakes, us himscif to
the herd for a calf. Mark also the ddlica
of his conduct. Some people, iu 8hewing
kindncss, do it in sucli a way as to mae
you feel that thcy arc latyiug you under
great obligations. Abraham speaks as if
they were doing him a favour, (ver. 3) and
though lie providcd bis hest, yet hie speaks
of a 11111e water and a inorçel of bread.

Vv. 93-15.-Where is Sarah'? Irobaolv
this qucstian was thc first thingr to suggeit
to Abraham that bis guests wcrc more than
men; for wvho could know that naine ex.
cept God, by whomn it w.u given a littie
vhiec before ? This impression would be
confirmed by the subject and nanner of his
speech. Ver. 10. Ibis is so like what
Abraham liadt heard a littie before frota
God himseif, that lie now fu.cls that hae is
standing in the prescoce of a divine being.
In ver. 13, the speaker is caled Jehovahi,
or, the Lord. The gencrai blcief is, that
one of the three was God in humian formi,-
the second person of the Triiikv, who i&
again and agalu styied Jchovah, and who
remained behind with Abraliam,-whie the
other two, who wcre created angeis, went
on towards Sodom.

V. 12.-Sarah laiighed, from seomu and
unhelief, and not froin jov like lier husband,
-Gen. xvii. 17 ; othcrwvise 5110 liad no need
to lie ashamed of it.

V. 1.-The three stma,-ngeave Abra.
ham's tent, and proceed towards Sodom,
Abrahamn designing t0 acco:nipany thein a

Vv. 17-19.-The one of the thiree cnilc
Jclîovah, addressing, as it wouild Scin, the
other two, givea the rcasons wvhy Abraham
shouid be inforîned of the dooin awvaitng
Sodoin. The reasous are - 1-Abrahara îs
God's friend, ani the sccrrd or the Lordiù
with tisem that fear hinm. 2-The land ià
given to Abraham and bis seed, and, in&
sense, with the ]and, the inhahît.ants, so this
Abrahamn has an interest in ail that concerni
Canaan and its people. 13-Abrahani wiil
make a good use of the information. Ver.
19. 'Tie destruction of Sodoin would le
to Abrahamn a solenin lesson, frons which
he would instruct and warni bis househoid

jof the dantrer of sinniug against God. Ife
would hold it up to thcm as a Warning.

Vv. 20, 21.-Frona what is hem sad
Abraham gýaùSheed that it %vas rod's design
to destroy Sodom. 1 zvill.qo dou'n and smt
This is spoken after the manner of mas,
and inficates tha God is just in Ù1i bà
ways, and does nothing rashiy.

V. 22.-Aed tie men, that, is, the twé
augelà, (Gen. xix. 1j) went towards Sodm;
but tii, third, calied Jehovali, remains
witb Abrahamn.

Vv. 23-33.-Regrcling Abrall m'a ay-
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