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Tt is gratifying to us to observe the number of Professors and Theologieal Students,
and we are persuaded that your school of the Prophets will prove a great instrumeny
in the hands of our Divine Master of perpetunting and extending his chuarch in your
:unpl,c,z territory, and making the morat wilderness to “rejoice and blossom as the
rose,

The Home and Foreign Missionary efforts which yvon have made, give us yet far.
ther reason to expeet good things for your church. In this going forth to the worll
without, we would see evidence that your own spiritual growth is advancing ; and iy
the sweet converse which is keld in foreign lands from time to time between Mission-
aries sent our from different countries, we recognise the oncness of that principle which
animates and supports the whole army of the faithful.

We see with satistaction that you are so fully alive to the responsibilities that rest
upon you, and notice the determination you cherish, in dependence on Divine aid, to
endeavour to aér answerably to them.  We readily understand that the character of
your population is such as to render your Missions in sowme respects peculiarand very
arduous, but we need hardly to vemind you that endeavouring to cultivate the ficld of
Yabour in which Providence has placed you, youare warranted to expect, as well neol-
ed strength, as great results.

We are happy to find that yon appreciate the blessings which have flowed, and con-
tinue to flow from unions in this land, as in your own,  As time rolls onwe sce more
and more cause to be thankful for the results which have attended the secessious fiom
the Tstablished Church, in pursuing the light of our common faith and the warnth of
vital cluistiunity.  And it is perbaps not casy to overrate the Dlissful consequences
that have atiended, and may be expected to follow, the gathering into one of thos
who, in tiicir separate stages, did-good service to the common cause, by presentingone
aspeet to the christian world, and one front to the common foe—the ¢strangements of
the past merging into the havinonies of the present, aud the feelings and energics which
were wasted by division combining into unity of purpose, counsel aud action.

1t will interest yon to be informed that the United Preshyterim Church now com-
prises 531 congregations, and 167,538 members, heing an increase during the.past S
nodical year of 4000 members.  The number attending prayer-meetings 2,
Of Sabhath School Teachiers, there are 9214, and of scholars, 71,635, During our las
financial year there has heen-liquidated £38,514 of Debt which rested upon congrez
tions, and the sum of .£42,679 has been raised among us for Missionary und heneve
lent objeuts.  For all purposes of an ceclesiastienl and missionery character there s
been contvibuted during the year the sum of :£203,167, being an_average of 24s, 5.
per member.  We ave happy to add that the attendance at the Theological k1
aunounts to 163 Students, of whom 31 have entered for the fivst year, giving us caus

for present thankfulness, and of humble hope that the Lord has farther work and
blessing in store for our Church, not in our own conntry only, but also in other lands.

In these tokens of Divine favor to the Church of onr common Fathers, and of the
perpetuation and extension of our common faith aud polity, and in'the hopeful dua
of a brighter and more blissful day than we have yet scen, we know that you willne
Jjoive with us. .

We cannot close this letter without expressing our helief that union has not yet with
us been carvied ont to its full practicable extent, and that ere long in the good 'ro-
vidence of God, the Free Church and ourselves will be one.  In the meantime, you
will be glad to know that the “unity of the Spirit in the bond of pence” is lvinz
stranggthened, that pulpits ave freeiy interchanged, that mutual prejudices ave lesse ing,
and that, as we believe, the fellowship already existing is progressing towards find
union.

And now, Dear Brethren, may the God of love and peace be with us both. My
¥le establish the work of onr hands upon us, yes the work of our hands may hes
tablish it .
C]Sim]lcd in name, ad by appointment of the Synod of the Uuited Preshyterias

“harch. :

Davip Sairn, D.D., Moderator.
WinLiax Brererr, Synod Clok



