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better acquainted thian 1 arn withi the cruelties practised in the dark places of the
cartb.

Serions though the above evils may appear, they are net, the Most injurions
whieh are likely te rcsult, unless sovereign grace miraculouslyineps. rn
tiîne ainncuorial, the dcvii lias bccn their god, and te limiiutey have ever given
the glery due unte the Lord, censequently in this laîiguage there is not only a
harrenness, but apparcntly an entire destitution of' ternis expressive of spiritual
and divine things. Sncb boing tbe case, even those with whotn we bave haîd snest
interceurse, and Who have been longegt under instruction, bave as yet but very
vague and exceedingly imperfeet ideas of God. Tlîey cannut cenceive of' hirn as a
sin-rpzirdoning Ged, willing te, receive the returning penitent ; but regard him as a
God of' vengeance, in whom ne compassion fiew's. Tbey helieve that God's knew-
ledg-e extcnds only te those Who embrace the Gospel, and thatýso long as men con-
tinue in a state ot'heathenism God knows notbing about them, and that they are
at liberty to live as thîey like, without incurring God's displeasure.

On tbe contrary, they bel ieve tbat se soon as a person ventures about the mission
prernises, converses with the missionary on religions sabjeets, and attends publie
ivorshIip on tbe Sabhath day, se soon does Ged acquire a kneov1edge of tbat person ;
and any sin afterwards committed by that person, net only laye the offiender open
te God's displeasure, but every person of' whom Qed lias any know]edge, tulat
knc>wledge being Iiiinited only te wershippers and denied as they blasphemonsly
assert frem the missionar3'. ln this case tbe girl attendcd seheol and Cburch re-
gularly, and was according te, their tbcury, Well known te Qed-for whicli sin
Ged will, in their estimation, punish soine one, or more, or it may bo ai Who attend
woeslip enSabbatb. T'he question now seems to ho, will we still continue teworship
and thus run the risk eof being disposed te, (-ods dispicasuro for hier sin, or wvill we
abandon the worship, go hack te our beathenism, and ho again as formerly unkiîown
te God. In fine, they heliove thiat Ged is indobted te the rnissionary for a11 lus
knewledge reepectingr the inhabitants of' this islaud, and tlîat the missionary cannet
give Qed any inforinatirn respecting any pereon, only while that porsen continues
to, receivp- jutruetion frein the iissionary, eitiser on Sabbath or vweek days, lience
a man inay corne and perferm any amount of' manual labour and receive payrnent
fer it. but if' lie ref'uses te listen te the ward of' Ced, and will net attend (Jburch
on Sabbath, he imagines that hoe is stili unknown te Ged, as 1 cannot report of
him anytliing good or bad. I-ow the matter xnay termninate is known only te God.
A sorer trial wo have nover experienced, noitbcer have our faith and patience ever
hefore beeri se severely tested. We de net however feed diseouraged, (God ie with
us). Lt may ho the turningr point. the dark eiond, 800h te bc suci-eeded by the
rising of' the Son of' Itighteousness, -with'healing under hie wings. Lt rnay ho that
some of' the prayers which have gene up before God on behaîf' of Tana, may ere
long begin te descend in shiewers of' hieesing upon tbe heads of those hy win and
for whom they have been efi'ered, and dark thougli our prospects9 are at present,
even bore there unay be some hearts of' which the falew ground bas already been
broken, into whiclh the good secd has heen sewn, and which if' seon watered ce-
piously hy the influences of' God's spirit, nay reveal the speedior dawning of a
reapiîîg day than we dare now anticipate. Tie work is od's. Lt lehigrhheavens
doterînination that the Lord Jeans Christ shall have the heathen for big inherit-
ance, and I beliove tlîat ne power on earth or in hell will bie pormitted again te
ovorthrow the work eof Qed on this island. Let those therefore 'who have power
'with Qed and ean prevail, stand by us lu thie trying heur. Let thoin diecharge
thoir duty faithfùuh 3 , hoid up h ande prayorfuhly, and 'while wrestlinoe witli
Ged for dark Tana, imagine themeoives in Samson's position. when it was said
unto bum, the Philistines be upon thee, for wiith a stronger foe than the Philistines
'wo have te centend. Let those to wheni God la giving the silvor and the gold in
abundance, loan baek te him a sufficIeny eof what lie las given them for the eue-
cesef'ul oncarryung of his own werk, and 'who can te1lk but that even before yen
eaUlie anay answer, that while yen are yot spoaking ho inay hear, and that in
answer te your prayora, ho niay moon eheor your hearta by the assurance that the
standard eof the Gospel lias lieou inmeoveably planted on thie islind, that dark
Tana liu been added to the conquests of' the Prince of' Pence, that hor beniglited
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