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xneanings of words, for example, within reasonable linits are at
once understood and accepted, but wlien it is demanded, in
obedience to scientifle necessity, that words whlîi appear as literai
as langliage cau inake tiGin, shouki bc received in a, figurative or
tropical sense, then it is that the christian consciousnoss revoits,
and arms itself in defence of the foundations upon whicli it rcsts
its faithi-it will not admit a prineiple of interpretation in Genesis
whichl is not ýequally applicable in the Gospels or Epistes.

So long as Geology, or science of any kzind, demands, as a con-
dition of its alliance to religion, that, violence slîould be donc to
the plain and obvious, meanin'g of the words of Seripture so long
will science find that the comnmon cliristian consciousnoss of the
world will be rangod against its autliority.

It is to bo rogretted, as our author more than once mentions,
tliat scientifie stuùdios have been so mucli neglected by the great
mass of religions teacliers and biblical expositors. Still it inust
be said in defonce that our best divines were fully up to the
science of their own day. If judged of not by modern standards,
but by the standard of theoir tiue, they wvill bc found by no0 iicails
despicable in their knowledgý-e of nature. Witli contemporary
physicians wliose, dopartînent wvas physies, they will hear a favorable
comparison as to thieir knowlcdgc of Natural flistory and general
science. We allow that tlîe science of the present day lias rather
gone ahiead of the great bulk of christian teachers and of Most~ of
our popular commoentators. Literary and tlicological studios have
in many cases î91togetlior oxcluded the study of Natural Science.
In the regard of some, time is wasted that a student miglit
spond among the objects of nature. .And there, arc good people
even 11oW, who think disparagingly of a ininister who is known to,
cultivate for flic enlargement of lus mmid a scientifie acquaintance
with the works of the Creator.

IBut this state of things is fast passing away. Divines of this
generation are treading closcly on the licols of the professcd culti-
vators of science. It is no0 unconon thing to find the title of
].levd. attached to the nanie of distinguishîed autliors in nuany de-
partmients of science. Mon are rising up as toacliers of religion
wlio can hring to their profossional studios ahl the collateral lights
of modern science.

Natural Sciene is after all but nmodern. In the realims of thouglit
it is yet but an infant of days and lias only recently been brouglit
out of the wildernoss. Or to change the figure is diffused and
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