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The second chiapter is one of the rnost important ini the work.
It teat oftueactual basis in nature of the varions r.n-s of

groups in svhicli animiais are arriiinced -thie Branck or -Province,
the Class, the Order, the Panbily, the Genus, the ,Species. Is
there any reason. in nature whyv this particular gradation should
be adopted, or is it merely an artificial. convenience. Agassiz
thinks tent it is natural, and that naturalists, like rnany other
'workers, have reached to a truly scientifie system. %vitbout know-
ing it. Ile believes that the successive subdivisions of the animal
kingdoni are b-w ed on the folloiincg considerations
ccBranches or types are charaeterised by the plan of their struc-

ture.
Classes by the mnaimer in whieh the plan is exeutedl, as far as

ways and means are coneerned.
Ordèrs'hy the degrees of comnplicalion of structure.
Farailies by theirforin, as f'ar ns determined by structure.
Genera by the details of the execution in special parts.
Spcies by tuie relations of individuals to one another and to the

-%prld iii Nvliichi they live, as 'well as hy the proportions of
their parts, their ornamentation, &c."


