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*to-day showvs hoiv' necessary it wvas tha' this
important rnatter, belonging entirely to the
people of Ontario should be in such hands
as w'ould iake the whole educatioîi systern
one over wvhich the people should hiave
control. H-e had such an opinion of the
people of Ontario tlîat lie hiad no fear of'
educa2tional questions 1being niade the foot-
ball of political p)artiec, ; and lie believed it
-%vould bc fouind that -Il these questions,
contrary to the genLral course in the 1%t
could ne folly dis;cus:d by the people, and
their conclusions adopted with perfect safe-
t y. Withi regard to this qluestion of the De-
pository, lie %vu nuL 'very farniliar with ail
,the details as tu the position cf the Cana-
dian book trade anid other niattcrs which
!iad. been referred to, but bis duty as chief
cexecutive oficer of the Departmrent, wvould
be to fully inforrn hiniself on these ques-
-tions, in order th-at suehi views as lie thoughit
:should bc carried out -,Iould l'e placed be-
fore the Governrnent, so tlîat they rnight
corne to a conclusion upon which the desir-
.cd action should be tak-en. Lipon the (lues
lion he might say that it should be consid-
,ered according to their prescrnt position-the position ii %vhich the year 1876 found
;the Province of Ontario. Ever since Con-
federation this interest, like ail other large
interests, hiad developed in an extraordin-
a-y degree. If we could point to our rail-
-ways and manuifactures as indications of our
naterial progress we could also point to the
book trade as indicating our intellectu<-l
progress. Ne hiad no intention of flattering
*the gentlemen present, but no one would
:say that there could bcr a better indication
of the intollectual progress of our country
than the development of the book trade.
In his opinion it 'vas only uipon the fullest
consideration that a Governirent should
,assume to carry on a trade which, in ordin-
ai-y circumnstanccs, the lawv of supply and
demand should regula te. As a principle olr
political economy there must be somnething
exceptional in the question to vindicate lis
con :tnuance; something whichi they could
dcaitn to be a justification foi the Gover--
ment carrying on such a trade. He could
only say at present, however, that any de-
cision which the Governnîent miglit corne
to would be upon the fullest consideration
wvhich could be brought to bear upon the
question. He tiien referrec! to the separate
resolutions of the Convention, remarking

that thoughi there hiad been nîuchi to jtîstify
the existence of the ]3ooK Depository in the
past in Ontaio, as there hiad been in Ile-
la'nd, it wvould lie bis duty to consider L'le
whole maLter according to what was requir-
ed at presenit fromn a public p)oint of viewv,
and not, of course, in the special interests
of any trade. As lie understood themn,
th !y were not asking additional protection
for any trade. The question wvas, whethcr
it wvas ini the public interest that the Depo.
sitory should continue to suipply the people
with books. Ne proposed to give the full-
est consideration to their representations in
connection wvith the whole question.

After a vote of thanks to the Minister of
Education for the courteous reception, the
deputation withdreN.

UNITED STATES.

-The Chicago. Board of Education lias
apprQppriated $788,585.94 for school pur-
poses for the lime months beginning April
1. 1876, and endîiag Jan. 1, 1877.

-Ohio ivili expend $8,ooo in making an
cd 'cational, exhibition at Philadeiphia, $î,.
ooo of wvhichi will be used in erecting a nio-
del scîxool building.

-Iowa hos no Normal School for the
training of teachers, though it claims sever-
al universities. The Legislature nowv in
session lias a bill appropriating $25,000 to
supply this deficiency.

-In i820, Philadelphia, with a popula-
tion of 137,097, liad 5,369 pupils ini its pub-.
ulc schoois, and expended $22,059 in
maintaixîing tem. ILt 1875, Nvith a popu.
lation of abOut 750,060, there were 95,552
pupils taught in the sohools at a cost of $i,-
634,f)5,326. The ratio of pupils to. the
nuniber of inhabitants lias increased froi
one in about twenty-five to one in eight,
and the cost per pupil hiad increased froni
$4 togtbout $17.

FOREIGNI AND B3RITISH.

-Dr. Frederick H. Gerrist wvrote recent-
ly to the Boston Ak-dical and Surgica!
§fournal a stxrng pleaè on behaif of the çct-
education of the sexes, in ivhich he dwelt
uîon the success wvhich has attended, the
experiînent in the University of Michigan)
and especially in the medical department.

-A pungent and well informed critic ex-
poses in the Chicago T/iiuc a shameless
attenîpt at plaigiarismn by the author of a
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