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weight and the wonderful Phenomena of light,
to comprehend the doctrine of sound, to seize upon
and elocidate those immutable taws by which the
heavenly buties are uvheld in space ; to follow up
the beautrtul changes trom Spring withits veidure,
to Summer with i's luxuttance ; from suminer to
Auntumn withats rich and golden gram and fruits
and from Autwon to Winter’s snowy realm, an
agun to the budding splendows of the vernal
season. ‘'lo trace out the cyelesand revolutions
of days, ot months and of yecars, uad as the
intellect winged its way from lofty truths, to
truths more lofty still ; to praise in the profundity of
admeration to feel the dwvinty i trembling near-
ness 10 the creature and to adore 1 —T'ns was the
fisst aim of masorry ; this its lapor, ever fresh,
never ceastny, a science full of new tesults adding
incentive after mceative to praise und glorify the
Great Buuder ot the umverse,

Thus all tmes and all seasons were appropriate
for a Masw?’s labor and employment, Night
brought wth it the ghtrering and star spangTed
sky with countless millions of the worlds aud suns,
streatnng bsht row the dark canopy which over-
spread the earth, directing his eye to the star of
eveniay with s surpassing beauties, the Pleiades
with lueir sweet and soothing influences; the
bands of Orion, the rapdly changng Algol, the
soletnly revolving Mizar and the wonderfol Mira,
Irs darting comets and mystie nebulxe, called for
the hizhesi powers of intellect, raising the thoughts
from the smalt dun shadowy spot upoa which
was his duelling up to the foot of the throne of
Hun who spake and worlds sprang into »xistence,
reveauny that glorious religing, through wich the
weaned soul, wheauts labours are ended here,
must set tor*h on 1ts solemn journey 1o the God
who created at.

Tae briutit beams of the morning, axain with
drew the curiam which concealed the landscape
and preseated for cunous research, the mysterious
nature of plants and trees ard floners; properties
of mtuerars and tetr wondefyl tacms of erystal
hizaton § the incomuarabls mechamsm of living
bodies, tns secret hinks by which the 200phyte
15 conected to the more perfeet plant on *he one
haud. aut ne weil defined animal on the other;
the reaaaon nat exisis between a speck of dust a1
hts teet, asd the wumumerable worlds which stretch
away ts tie reslms of unbounded space, Leyond
the reach ot buman comprebenston, 'I'his was
the vast fi#ld4 ot obsesvation n whirh the pnm-
eval Mason worked out his cublime science, regis-
tered his discovertes, transmitte | them from age to
age, and as resuvlts of lus labor, meditation and rea-
soning, preseived a knowledze o the one only true
Gud, stamped upon his mund and heart.  Did time
permit I mishtllustrate thus brief but imperfect
sketch of the eavhist age of Masonty by a discus-
sion of the method in which from the fatal disobe-
dience of our firsl parems, in Eden the {ragments
of umversal knowledge were preserved through
ages darkened by the clouds of 1gnorance and cor-
ruption, unul the deluge swept the earth of its de-
based and God despising people. I might also
adduce evidence to show how this particular
branch of Masonic knowledge was preserved in
Noah and tis descendants, and through them a-
mong the increasing family of markind, radiat-
ing to all parts of the globe, from the foot of Monnt
Ararat. Sucha course howeverar presept, is decm-
cd altogether unnecessary. The pillars erect-
ed by Enoch, onc of which survived the other-

wise universal wreck caused by tbe flood, pre~
served for the benefit of man, some of the more
valuable secre!s of ante diluvian Masonary. Noah
and s three soLs orought with them many more,
and communicated them to their offspning. The
cities and tower upon the plain of Shinar are evi-
dences of this.  After the dispersioa of the people
at the Towser of Babel, though scattered far and
wide over the surface of the earth, the principles
of operaive and symbolic Masonty were re-
Ataned. The pale faces of the Assynan Kings,
which lay hidden for thousands of years, beneath
the mounds of Nimroud, Koramles, Khorsabad
and Kouyounjik,over which Xenopbon marched
in his memorable retreat without knowing it, am-
ply atlest what Masonry was, when Sardana

palus perished in the raine of hus capital.  Th,

Pyramids, temples and palaces of Egypt; rich in
Mierogly phical lore, show to what perfection this
tioble science had atthat day advanced,and though
the period of their erection and the people by.
whom erected, fre alike by the impeneirable
mists of the remote pas’, yet the warks themn-
selves remain, as alinost imperishable monuments
of the knowledge and skill of our craft. The well
known and beautiful apostrophe of Horace Smith,
may not receive o reply from the inanimate form
of one of Egyptis’s craftsmen to whon it is ad-
dressell ; yel the glorious works which adorn the
banks of the Nile, connect the present to the past,
showing the universality, the usefulness and beauty
of the science of which my brothers here assem-
bled are the humble disciples.

It would be a pleasing task, to show how the
Masonic tree bloomed and flourished among the
Istaelites after leaving -the land 'of the Pharachs,
while wandering in the desert wastes -of Arabia,
fitting themselves by divine command for the
important duties of sel{ government; but I must
pass on fo the titne when the Mason wds pre-
sented to the world in a new character, and re-
ceived, that appellation by which hehas since that
that period been distinguished. Two thousand
eight hundred an{ sixty years ago, during the reign
of the greatest of Israel's Kings, and when the
Jewish Monarchy was in the zenith of its power,
splendour and glory 3 when many of the fine arts
had arrived at ‘compaiative perfection; when the
pathetic and sublime numbers of David, and the
cxquisite apothegms of Solomon had been presen-
ted to the world, as_models of taste, of morality,
af truth and of religion ; when davigation had re-
cewed an imnpetus which has contigued to advance
even until now ; and the various branches of na-
tural history were taught by Masons, 2s aids for
the nind, leading it up from the great temple of
nature, in adoration and love, to 1ts allwise hul-
der; when the wonderful and superb structure,
erected at Jerusalem for the worship of Almighty
Goi. had been completed, astonishing Monatchs
by its 1nromparable beauty, aud the magmficence
of ats adornments ; then was a fitling time for the
craftsmen, who had been associated ia the same
tabor for years ; men who were bound tagether vy
thoties of the closest friendship, arising from as-
sociation in 3 common labor, sharing the same
sorrows, troubles and difficulties, and participating
in the same joys, men who were about to separate
and wander in the distant countries of the earth,
many of them never to meet in this life; then was
an appropriate lime for their Grand Master to w.~
semble them together, to give them insiructions
for their future guidance und for the guidance ot
the craft in all future time. Thus was Mason. 5,
which hed existed from the creation, moulded in=~
to the form which it has ever since retained, and
which 1t will no doubt contivuve to retain until it
shall please the Grand Master of the Universe, o
assemb) ‘the entire human family to receive the
account «f their works at the last day.

Hiram who at the same time so worthily wield-
ed the sceptre of Tyre;—the faithful and devoted
friend of David’s son, together with those of his
subjects who had been employed in building the
Temple, eitablished the' institution at the same
time in that Kingdom. The Tyrians sweeping
over Spain with their victorious arms, plagted it
there.  We behold it rapidly - spreading thiough
Egypt, that land of rich historic associations, re-
flecing glory upon it through the period of 1500
years. The traveller at this day witnesses traces of
it,amdst the beautiful ruins of Ifsambul, of Axum,
of Thebes, of Palmyra and of Lxnor. From these
places we trace it, as it is- carried 1nto the classic
vales of Greece, info the land of the ‘Great Mon-
arch, into India snd into "Rome, in each country
manifesting its salutary, benign and illuminating
effects, extending in all, the sphere of knowledge,
pouring the balm of consol r1ioi 1nto the hearts of
the unfortunate, and alleviaung the ‘miseries and
calamities 6f war. ‘We see it moving: with the
Roman Standards in the time of that Czesar to
whom the Ides of March were fatal  throbgh: the

rovinces of Gaul, to the shores of oar own bps
oved fatherland, whose surgé beated cliffs, it has

caused- to blossom; as' the ‘rose, 1ehidering it the
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home of art, in its beauty of science, in its depth
ol jusuice with her even scale, and of true and ra-
tional Liberty. Though partiaily obscured, and
-circumscribed in its operations, during that humi-
hating epoch, 1 human history, the Dark Ages;
it.even then shines as a bright stur in the Last
exbibiting its own loveliness 1n more brilliant col-
ors, wiile the surrounding darkness becawme dark-
er still.

Wae behold it again moving westward, with the
returning crusaders, ameliorating the barburisin,
which had taken possessionof the crumbling frag-
ments of the Roman Emjire, breathing into the
shattered elements of society, the svothing voice
of benevolence and brotherly love lifting up the
Queen of crextion’s flowers from the degradation
to whictishe was forced, and placing her upon the
pedestal of companionship and eyvality with ran,
‘The grand and imposing structure, erecied foi the
worship of God, during the duys of ecclesiastical
sumemacy, indicate the op«rative skill of the craft
at that peried.  We behold it during succeeding
centuries, in the vartous countries of Europe, bat-
tling wi % superstition, ignorance, injustice and
cruelty ;—often crushed down, it is true, by the
iron hand of despotic power, but ever seiving as a
beacen, directing onwards to human improvement,
morality and truth.  In no country upou the ezrth
has its history ‘and progress exmbiled mote im-
portant and ‘deeply interesting phases, than in
Great Britain. ‘The fiest Enghsh Grand Lodge,
asseinbled 1n the year 287, was presided over by
that prous and truly chiishan Mason, $1, Alban,
w (0 5u toved and chenished the ciaft, that he gained
2 tharter from the King and his counc for them.
His charactey vwas sy truly chiistian iv word and ac-
e qs to stamp piety asone of the marks of Masons
ryof that day. The second English Grand Lodge
was couvened at York, in June, in the year, 926,
by our noble Lrother Prince Edwin § and the laws
at  charges adopted by the illustrious band at t.iat
comnnusilcatios, requited that whosoever would
learn and work Masonry, must always teverence
3¢ 1, the Grand Master of the Unmiverse. From
it ume, ourinstitution continued to Sourishjthiere,
.- wmzed aud encouraged by the best of Albion’s
Monarchs, many of whom were initiated into "the
s0ily ot the terple, and became its Grand Masters §
ol tnus on, ull.the spu-girt isle -brcame.the ra-
diatazg pownt of Masonie hight und besuty, at.the
sevival of Masonry a century and a half ago.

{n France, the' Royal art has besn practiced
from a very vemote period.  In the year 254, jwe
sze many of 1is skiful crafismen Joiping their
Brnish brethren, and many moré visiled Brifain
about the year 680. Manv of the tancient Gallic
aail Norman Princés becomine Masons, nousished
1t with extraordinary indulgence and care, Like
us history 1 other lands, during the days of dark-
est tnental.obscunty and prejudice, so to-France,
1t was prevented by the band of power, from ful-
ly working out its beneficent results. ’

Though planted'in Germany during the Roman
conquests, and exesting its harpy influences at
various peniods in the life of the German people ;
yet, it wos dot till the year 1738, that the Inst=
tution was revived, and which has reflecied glory
upon that Jaugl uiil the presentday. The fitst lodge
n Brunswick was' formed under a warrant from
the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and on the 15th of
August, 1738, the Prince Royal of Prussia, after-
wards Frederick William 1., was initiated.” In
consequence -of this, Masonry” began to flourish
throughout all the Prussian dominiona, bearing its
tich fruits for the benefit of our common. bumani-
ty. 1768 the Freemasons iv Germany obtained a
charter from the King of, Prussia, the Electar.of
Saxony, and the Queen of Hungary and Bohemis,
empowering them to convene lodgesand to transact
their business, and the King of Prussia was elected
therr Grand Master. ‘These Monarchs had become
fully convinced of the ulility of the saciely, 10
reheving the poor and distressed inheir dominions,
n erecting schools and seminanes for fatherless
and deserted children, and in eatablishing fonds for
the support of those parents whose -narrow: cir-
cumstances would not permit thém to provide : for
their offspring;or give them such an education as
“Was necessaly:io rendér them: fit'and usetal mem-




