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the begininingr" (Ensoebitis, iib. vii. e. 28). Three anoient Greek hIymus, tranismiitted
te, us iii the IlApostoiic Constitution," arc supposed by Bt3unsen, a conspetent
authority, to be the sole authentie specimens we possess of the ante-Nicene
p:ýalwody and isymîîoiogy. Tie flst ortiese, tlhe "Go-ialuExeelsis,," eonîm-otly
ternmed te Il1Moriing lyinn," formis part of the communion ser-vice of the
Anglican Chutrchi. Another, za "Il fyinn at the Lighltiiig, of tho Evening Lumlp",
(Hymneizs tou Luc/îniknu), is an ipteresting relie of Lime simple devotion of t
earl 'y Christian househiold. The first writer knowis te have composeil iylluns for
the %vorship of tise Western Clitrci is llilary, bislîep (f I>oitiers, wlic dlied A.D.
368. About tise saine Limie, Ainbrose introduced Choral siuging ijute tise clînîrcli
of Milan, and wrote tIse "Te D,:un"-a nagnificent, composition, rneving iu
thse mnajestic cailences of thse Hebrew psaflrn. But both hiymu and eiiuir-song
bad existed frein a inucis carilir perîod lu tise Eastern Chur-cli. A specrnen cf
the Grcck hiynn, tise carliest Ictowni, is found in the iitings of (3leinent of
Alexandria, whio flourisicd in tise bcginning of thse third century (Pacdag. iib.
iii., aid fin). Gregory of Nazianztis, towards tise end et this century, acquircd
reputation as a writer of hymns. Thse generai diffusion aîid influence of the
eâtrlier isymuns may bc iiiferred from. tise fact of' tise Ieretical sects availing
theinselves of tiepop)ular taste lu order te diseiniateierer. Anius wrote sengs
Il for tise sea, auJ tise iniîl, and the highway, auJ set theni te mulsie." Thiesa
rude chants matcrially promoe d tise sprcad of his doLtne. Citrysostoîn found
Atrian cantieles ia reit esten at Cotîstan iuople, and coinbated tlieir t eudencies
by couniterbhymus in duft:iice of the Lbatholie doctrine. Tise Guostie Bardeanies
imnitated tise Psalms of David, net oniv in style anti structure, but lu inîmber,
fie cemposed eue hundred and flfty mystical hyîîîus; iu tisese pstucdo-ps.lrnis
"9presentînge te simple seuls," says Eplîraein Syrus, "litse cup of poison teînpoed
with seductive, sveetncess." Thsis false ceinage sliews thse Currcncy of tise
genuine metal ; aud Jerome tells us, that lu lus day "'youi couid net go inte the
fields, but yen. miglît hecar tise plouginan at bis hialleltijals, thme miower at bis
isymns, ani te vine-dresser singingé David's Psalnîs."1

Iu tise feuifli Council cf Tolede A.D. 633, tise use cf hynins was formally
santioncd by tise Western Churcli. Me1st cf tise hitynns for tise fest ivals etf saints
and martyrs isad becis written ut a uci carlier period by Prudentius. We flind
soîne great namnes of tise Latin Cîmurchin l thse list of its saurcd îninstreis-opes
Gelasios anti Gregory, Paulinus, Venantius rFortuu:stus, Buruard, Anselm e, Bede,
&e. Tite faîneus hymu of fluomas qu as"Pange ling"ua gloiesi"-fxes
thse epecli ef transubstantiation, tise point at wviicis thse risetorie of thse pulpits
freze imite the logric of tise sehools.

Tise great liarveAt cf lIymnus wvas produced frein tise eleventh te tise tisirteenth
centuries its tise Gallican andi German cloisters. M1auy a monk empleyed. lîlînself,
ia tise imterval. of intliting palimpsests and iliuminatiug nsissaIs, w jUs strning
tegether leonine triplets and sextains. Tise constant perusal of te F'atisrs
strengthened, tîsis tendency. I. thse pi-ose ef Augustinie -%ve are struck by Ltme
frequemît recurrence eof rimytimical Cadence atîd balanced antitsesis. IL ivas thse
delighit cf thse morikisîs versifiers te ceîn1uess liard tîseological formulS into pitmy
epigrams, and set thein te a rougi jingling musio. Tise iearned 13eiiedictines
ef tise cengiegatien ef St. M-aur specialiy iabeured iu this vecatien. aud weeded
the service-boks of maîsy puerile and Larbarous ditties (vide Leysser, Pelyearp.t
Hlist. Peet. et Peem. mcdii Se'i).t

Some ef the best Latin bymus ai-e anenymous, as tise 'l Coeicstis urb Jertssalem,
leng a faverite in Scetland (Il 0 motiser, dear, Jeruisalemu"), though the original
rnay be feund in Augustirse's "lMeditations" ; IlIn Abysse Deitatis," and "lVeniC
Creator Spiritus," Lrasnslated by Dryden. The "Dies Jrag' was cempesed by
Themas von Celano, a Minerite friai-, and tise "Stabat Mater" Is asenibed te t
Jacopone.


