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INDIAN " MEDICINE MEN."

BY RFv. W. A. BuxMA..

HE Indian medicine man is the repre-
sentative of a class of men to be found
among almost all heathen races, and
especially amongst the more degraded.
He combines within himself the powers

of a seer, wizard, physician and counsellor. A
such he is usually a man of great influence and
importance in his own ittle ccmmunity. He
seems to supply, and his particular calling deperds
upon a felt want, which is almost universal; That
craving i s f o r a
mediator or inter-
cessor-o n e w h o,
because of superior
wisdom or good-
ness, or power, is
able to stand be-
tween the ordinary
ma., and the "Great . ?(

Unse n," by which
he fee- 1'rnself en-
vironed.

The accompany- -
ing picture is a por-
trait of one of these
men among the Da-
kota or Sioux In-
dians cf our North-
west. His name,
pronounced Shun-
kamakomanirmeans
" dog walking on 4
the ground." The
sticks before him
a r e his crutches.
Three or four years
ago, while acting as
guide on the west-
ern plains, his horse
tripped and fell at a
badger hole, a v d AN INDIAN ME
rolling upon him,
crusbed his hipand
crippled him for life. Though suffering a good
deal at times he manages with the assistance of bis
wife tu get about and make a scanty living by pre-
paring and selling medical preparations to Indians,
and occasionally to settlers. His remedies are
chiefly prepared from heibs, of wbich he has a
very respectable knowledge, and some are un- I
doubtedly of value. His curious head-dress con- I
sists of two buffalo horns, attacbed to a cap of
buffalo skin. In one hand he holds a fan, pro.
bably the wing of an cagle or " wavy," in the
other the unfailing Indian pipe. The feathers-at-
tached to his cap denote that he bas bcen a war.

xior of note, and the numerous trinkets are made
of shells, claws and beads, such as Indians delight
in. When I visited him last fall I found him liv-
ing in a miserable daik tent hiddén away in a
clump of willows, in a most wretched condition.
Yet poor as he is he has adopted two tiny orphan
children, a proof only that even he, ignorant and
heathen as he is, has yet within his heart scme
ineasure of the precious grace of charity.

There is much that is botl-iÉifresting and in-
structive in the position, ciaic:*r a'bd woxk of
the nmedicine men among the.Thdfndiitribes, and
many writers have gone more or ls' fully into the
subject. Few, however, have seemingly thor-

oughly understood
it, partly no doubt
because of the dis-
inclination of the
Indians to converse

- on the subject. In
a brief article the
matter cannot be
thoroughly d i s -
cussed, but the foi-

~ lowing notes may
interest our readers.

The medicine
men are not as a
rule isolated and
independent dab-
blers in the " black
art," but are mem-
bers of an exclusive
organization of a
semi-rebgious an d
m y st i c character.
In tb s case of a tribe
w i d e 1 y scattered
it is usual to have
an annual gathering

- -- at least, at which
the various rites of
the society are per-
formed, and new

DICINE MAN members initiated.
This is usually held
by our western In-

dians in the spring A large tent is prepared,with
a sort of passage leading to it, and made usually
of canvas stretched on poles. At the entrance are
stationed guards, decktd out in gaudy attire with
clubs, spears and other weapcns, to keep out ail
non-members. Large quantities of food are pre-
pared, the leading members prepare thermselves by
fasting and a series of rude baths in the " ntipi,"
or sweating-tent, as the Sioux call it, while those
to be initiated as new members fast and sleep
alone in the woods for several days and nights.
Atthe appointed time the proceedings commence
with a great amount of singing, to the accompan-


