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a.tents to encourage tle peopile. in .\ugust
last I lisi ted the villages, and atterwards
posted Catechist Matti Gnananandam there.
lhe vork has gone on steadily ever since.

Great persecution has prexniled. Sonie of the
tamilies were driven froni their homes ; tle
men were beatem, public wa u ere shuît against
thlemî, faise charges laid against theni in% court,
the ferryman vas instructed not to ferry any of
those vho had bacoie enquirer n the xeekly
miarket on the other side of .ne river, hIe
kona//es vere forbiddei to sel themi food and
provisions, and lthe d/wn/es refttsed to wash
ileir clothes, but the catechuîmiieis cared for
none of these things. In Noveiber last, the
climax was reached vhen the leader of the
opposition party set lire to and burnt downi one
of the school-houses vhich these people had
crected at their own cost. During ail this per-
Secution not one of the i17 bas gone back !
They have been living examuples of the "l power
of Christ to save to the utternost all that cone
unto God by HiLm." One old woman-.futh-
yalamma -received a visit onie miorning fromi
soie of the of-I>ositioi. Thev told lier that
she imust give uip Christianity, or tlhey vould
bun lier house dowi. She replied, " You
miay burn my bouse, and evein kill nie, but I
will iever give up Christ." I have again just
visited the villages, and after due examination,
prayer, and exhortation, on the last day of the
old year, at 7 a.m., I ptblicly baptized by
immersion lo of these people in the River
Upataru. The ser ice uas order and niarked
with great soleinity. hie miiorning sun shone
forith in ail his spliendor as these, " who had
coule through great tribulation " descended to
mie in the river, vere baptiscd, and reccived
into the Clurclh of Christ. i beiheve these
villages wxill h e a great centre of Christian life
and act ivity. he " Sui of R ightcousness
ha-; daxmed ; I le Light is conue, and tle
glory of the I.ord has risen " uxpon thei.
Therae are yet tvo families, consisting of six-
leel sous, to be baptized in these hilets.

hey had gone to distant xillages a a were
untable to le iresenît on this occasion. I hope
they Vill le baptised this month."

Sot rit CiItIxx. " DuIring i Sc, Jif y-four
adult couverts vere baptized in the city of
Fu'tl-cliov and its sub-urb. '.\ verv smuall
iumiber. il is true,' lr. .loyd says. out f a
populationi of al lea't a million, vet mIiany mIore
than in past years, when me lamented the
harrenmess of this great centre of population,'
The interest exinced in Christ and Christianitr
is greater than ever. and the people seem t
have learned to understand the reasons for the
presence among thei of the missionaries, and
in consequence treat them writh respect."

THE RINDERPEST VE.\R.

il E Rev. Canon Callaway, of' St. Cuthi'ert
Mission, St. John's Diocese, says thaî
even al the glories of the ubilee ill
fail to leave such an und> ing imîpresion

upon the nimid of the British as the cattle
plague las left upon the natives of Kaffraria.
lie vrites:

The Kafirs are accustomed to mark dates bv
wars, and they will tell you that they- were born
in the year of such and such ra war, but tor
nany years babies have been born whose ages
wi in the future be quite difficult to calculate,
awing to thc gencral peace which has prevailed,
so the rinderpest iay ait least claim the credit
of " narking time." Probably o per cent. of
the ciildren born in this vear wil have names
which suggest the calanity. Quite recently I
baptized together a boy called " 'lhe Lamenta-
tions of Jeremiiah " (translated into Kafir), and
a girl called Validuduma ("The Sound of
Thunder"). referring presunably to the distant,
thunder-like growl of rinderpest, gradually
coming nearer and nearer. . . . .

'ile Rev. C. Johnson, of St. :\ugustiie',
Rorke's Drift, Zululand, writes on the saine
subject. Last year was the hardest and iost
full of trouble since the Zulu w-ar. The cattle
plague is a national calamîity, the effects of
vhich have still to be realized. Hitherto the

people have depended on their cattle for nearly
al the necessities of life, food, fuel, clothing.
Sti:l, anidst all the trouble, M r. jolnson is
thankful that the rinderpest did not comle in the
previous year, when there was such a scarcity
ol food. It is wonderfuil, lie says, how bravely
the natives are bearing their lonses and troubles.
The native Christians in the NIission are begin-
ning to realize vhat King David meant wvhen
he said : I vill not offr unto Go that M whici
doth cost Ie iothing.'" ]n spite of Ile rinder-
pest, Ihey have done what they could. I lere
is a list of their total Ciurh offering.s in the
district for the vear :-
£ISo. 2S. 2dl. in cash, 9 mats.
il; hags of mealies. 4 vases.
S goats. So puînpkins.
3 slieep.
;3 bmusiies.

i watch and chain.
i lecteri ?ible.

x describinIg the Societv as "a failhful
handmaîd of the Church of Englaid " and a

Niother of Churche." Bishop Corfe, of
Corea, says that, although the tenu 'I Mother
of Churches '" Iight seei a strong expression
to use of the S. P.G,, he does not think it S
too si rong. - (Frmn specrh a/ Salisibury on
December, 6, 1897).


