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7. Twenty per cent. may seni te be a smali minimum in
some subjects; but if a candidate only makes 20 per cent. on
any subject, lie must averago 50 per cent, on the two other
subjects of its group. If he makes only 20 per cent. for ini-
stance, in Algebra, lie must average at least 50 per cent. on
Arithmetic and Euclid, te receive the minimum of 40 per cent.
-n the group.

-There are two sections in the Annual Report of Sir Charles
Reed for 1878, te which we desire to call the attention of
teachers and school oilcers in Canada. Ho says :

1. " Singing is tauglit univexsally with good results, both as
regards the ability te read nusic and the quality of voice.
We have also re-affirmed our decision te teach Drawing to ail
our pupils, from a conviction of its great value in every branch
of ind<stry."

2. " The Kindergarten system is coming te bo botter under-
stood by the teachers, one of our Inspectors saying: 'Porhaps
the most marked advance during the year is shawn in the more
intelligent method of teaching adopted in the Infants' sechools.
I attribute this very much te a botter understanding of the
principles of the Kindergarten; the best Infants' schools 'are
those where the spirit of the Kindergarten has been infused
into the whole teaching of the schools. "

-The California Scho.l and Home Jourcal says: "The
teachers of California may congratulate themselves that our
last legislature se kindly ignored the publie schools. They did
but little when they might have done much ; and what was
done, were far botter idone." California, it appears, bas
other advantages besides its salubrious climate.

-We are pleased te publish in another column a letter
frein Rev. Father Stafford, cf Lindsay, vhich was addressed te
the editor of the New England Jnurnal of Education in conse-
quence t, semo remarks which appleared in that Journal con
cerning the Roman Catholic Separate Schools of Ontario. The
editor of the New England Journal uedoubtedly wrote with-
out a thorough understanding of the relatto.'s existing between
the Publie and Separate Schools of Ontario.
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THE INFLECTION OF THE INTERROGATION.

BY nICHARD LEwIS, TORONTO.

Professor A. 1.. Bell, who may always be regarded as a high
and safe authont3 in elocution, asks in one of his excellent books,
when discussing the subject of anflectiun, " Can the reader discrim-
inate when his voice rises and when it falls ? Dues ho apprehend
these differences when he hears them i * * Experience tells us
that very lew speakers knuo with certaànty whun the voice makes
the une and when the other inflection, if the tones are of limited
extent." I have no hasitation in saying that this is the experience
of every practical elocationist. Hence every successful teacher of

the art aims at facility in this important quality of expression.
Theory is utterly usoless where tho car and voice have net been
thoroughly drilled and cultivated te givo instantaneously, and dis-
tinguis8h in others, overy varioty of infeotion and pitch. Especially
is this power necessary te teachers, te whom tho finest spun and
most origibal theories are uttorly worthless unless thoy can, with
their own voices,guido their pupils, and with quick perception of in-
flections detect and correct defects. Indeed I may safoly advance the
opinion that if aIl theory were noglected, and the pupil-especially
if otherwiso educated and intelligent-mado by daily drill accom.
plished in voico power, the rest of the businoss would ho compara-
tively easy. The principles of correct expression are instantly
appreciatod wlen the student has mastered the nature of
the thought, its logical and grammatical relations, and formed
a just conception of its spirit. Hence, no toit-book is of
any value if it does net, above ail othersubjects, abound in system-
atie drill on articulation, vocalization, inflection and modulation.
Until the teachers of the country have mastered these first and ail-
important branches of elocution we shall make no progress in its
cultivation.

It is net my purpose, thereforo,in this paper to explain the prin-
ciples of inflection. But there are a few doubtful points which de-
mand the attention of skilled teachers and students of the art, and
these I propose briefly te diseuss, especially with the hope that my
views may elicit opinions from other readers of the SzooL JOUnNAL.
Tho first of these points is the interrogation. Ail writings of
dramatie form abound inýinterrogativo expressions; and the Bible,
and the plays of Shakspeare as well as of other dramatio writers
are distinguisbed for their frequent interrogatidns. It may safely
be advanced as a rute, with rare exceptions, that when the question
begins with an adverb or an interrogative pronoun, it. must end
with the falling inflection. The difficulty lies in the management
of questions guided and govemned by the verb-questidns that can
be answered by pes or nw. The general and best ruie when the
questioner is doubtful of the kind of reply, is to give the rising in-
flection te the ending uord. But in literature where dialogue
appears or prevails, there are aspects of feeling and doubt as te the
purpose in view which really demand acute exercise of judgment.
For example, it has bp'm laid down as a rule that if we are sure
the answer will be yes or no, the question is equivalent te a decla-
ration and must end as an affirmation doces. On this principle I
have seen it advanced that the following question should end with
a falling inflection.

" Have ye not knôwn 2 have ye not hbard ? bath it net been
tbld yon from the beginning ? have ye net understobd from the
foundations of the ehrth ?" Isaiah xl. 21.

.Nuv u t ruuget objection ti 'v- h to t tis ieton is that

it carries with it an intonatioh marked by stern robuký quite op-
posed te the tender appeals that pervade the whole ohapter. The
prophet addresses a people overwhelmed with doubt and despair,
many of. them probably fallen or passing into idolatry or indiffer.
once. These questions, therefore, should be marked by te ton
derness of appeal, which always onds with a rising inflection,
rather than with the falling inflection, which would be equivalent
to saying "17e bave known ail this and must suffer the penalties."
Besides, a series of questions commences in the I2th' verse which
from their structure must bave the falling infloction: " Who hath
measurtd the waters with the hollow of bis hànd?" &c. ; "To
whom will ye liken Gbd?" &o.; " Have ye net kn6wn 1" ac. New
the very contrast of the rising inflection on the questions cf the
21st verse seemes to me te give a touching beauty te this verse,
which the falling inflection would destroy. Lot the reader refloot
how a mnother rebukies her chila who bas told a lie in the question,
" Don't you know it's very wicked te tell a lie ? " Give "lie " ai


