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7. Twenty per cont. may scem to be a small minimum in
some subjects ; but if a candidate only makes 20 per cent. on
any subject, he must aversge 50 per cent. on the two other
subjects of its group. If he m\akes only 20 por cont. for in-
stance, in Algebra, he must average at least 50 por cent. on
Arithmetic and Buclid, to receive the minimum of 40 per cent.
~n the group.
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—There are two sections in the Annual Report of Sir Charles
Reed for 1878, to which we desire to call the attention of
teachers and school officers in Canada. Ho says :

1. “Singing is taught universally with good results, both as
regsrds the ability to read music and the quality of voice,
‘We have also re-affirmed our decision to teach Drawing to all
our pupils, from a conviction of its great value in every branch
of indastry.”

2. “The Kindergarten system is coming to be better under-
stood by the teachers, one of our Inspectors saying: ¢ Perbaps
the most marked advance during the year is shawn in the more
intelligent method of teaching adopted in the Infants’ schools.
I attribute this very much to a better understanding of tho
principles of the Kindergarten; the best Infants’ schools ‘are
those where the spirit of the Kindergarten has been infused
into the whole teaching of the schools.” ”

—The California Schoil and Home Journal says: ‘ The
teachers of California may congratulate themselves that our
last legislature so kindly ignored the public schorls., They did
but little when they might have done much; and what was
done, were far better undone.” California, it appears, has
other advantages besides its salubrious climate.

—We are pleased to publish in another column a letter
from Rev. Father Stafford, of Lindsay, which was addressed to
the editor of the New England Journal of Education in conse-
quence ¢ somo remarks which anpeared in that Journal con-
cerning the Roman Catholic Separate Schools of Ontario. The
editor of the New England Journal ucdoubtedly wrote with-
out a thorough understanding of the r<latio.s sxisting between
the Public and Separate Schools of Ontario.

- @ondribufions und @ urrzspnuhem:e

THE INFLECTION OF THE INTERROGATION,

BY RICHARD LEWIS, TORONTO.

Professor A, M. Bell, who may always be regarded ss a high
and safe authority 1o elocation, asks in one of his excellent books,
when discussing vhe subject of 1nflectivn, **Can the reader discrim-
inate when Ins voice nses and when 1t falls? Does he apprebend
these differences when hLe bears thern] * * Experience tells us
that very tew speakers know with certainty when the voice makes
the one and when the other iuflection, if the tores are of linmted
extent.” I have no hastation in saging that this is the experience
of every practical elocationist. Hence every successful teacher of
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the art aims at facility in this important quality of oxpression,
Theory is utterly useless where the oar and voice havo not been
thoroughly drilled and cultivated to give instantaneously, and dis-
tinguish in others, overy varioty of infleotion and pitch. Espacially
is this power necossary to teachers, to whom tho finest spun and
most origihal theories aro utterly worthless unless they oan, with
their own voices,guido their pupils, and with quick percoption of in-
fleotions detect and correot defects. Indeed I may safoly advance the
opinion that if all theory were neglected, and the pupil—especially
if otherwise educated and intelligont—made by daily drill accom-
plished in voice power, the rest of the business would be compara.
tively easy. The principles of correct expression aro instantly
appreciatod when the studont has mastored the nature of
tho thought, its logical and grammatical relations, and formed
o just conception of its spirit, Hencs, no text-book is of
any value if it does not, ahove all other subjects, abound in system-
atioc drill on artioulation, vocalization, inflection and modulation.
Until the teachers of the country have mastered these first and all-
important branches of elocution we shall make no progress in its
cultivation.

It is not my purpose, therefore,in this paper to explain the prin-
ciples of inflection. But thero are a few doubtful points which de-
mand the attontion of skilled teachers and students of the art, and
these I propose briefly to discuss, espacially with the hope that my
views may elicit opinions from other readers of the ScHOOL JoURNAL.
The first of these points is the interrogation. All writings of
dramatic form abound in;interrogative expressions; and the Bible,
and the plays of Shakspeare as well as of other dramatic writers
are distinguished for their frequent interrogations. It may safely
be advanced as a rule, with rare exceptions, that when the question

begins with an adverb or an interrogative pronoun, it must end

with the falling inflection. The difficulty lies in the management
of questions guided and governed by the verb—questions that can
be answered by yes or 2o, The gereral and best rule whep the
guestioner is doubtful of the kind of reply, is to give the rising in-
flection to the ending word. But in literature where dialogne
appears or prevails, there are aspects of feeling and doubt as to the
purpose in view which really demand acute exercise of judgment.
For example, it has bean 1aid down asa rule thatif we are sure
the answer will be yes or no, tho question is equivalent to a decla-
ration and must end as an affirmation does. On this principle I
have scen it advanced that the following question should end with
a falling inflection.

* Have yo not known § have ye not hdard ? hath it not been
1dld you from the beginning ¢ have ye not understodd from the
foundations of the edrth?” Isaiah xl. 2L

Row the sirougest objection that I have o this indcction is that
it carries with it an intonatioh marked by stern rebuke, quite op-
posed to tho tender appeals that pervade the wholo chapter. The
prophet addresses a people overwhelmed with doubt and despair,
many of, them prokably fallen or passing into idolatry or indiffer.
ence. These questions, therefore, should be marked by thie ten
derness- of appeal, whick always onds with a rising inflection,
rather than with the falling inflection, which would be equivalent
{0 saying “fY¥e have known all this and must suffer the penalties.”
Besides, o series of questions commences in the 12th’ verse which
from their structure must have the falling inflection: * Whe hath
measured the waters with the hollow of his hand?” &e.; “To
whom will yo liken Gdd?” &e.; “ Have ye not knéwn "' o, Now
the very contrast of the rising inflection on the questions of the
21st verse seems to me to give a touching beauty to this verse,
which the falling inflection would destroy. Let tho reader reflect
how a mother rebukes her child who has told a lie in the question,
* Don’t you know it's very wicked to tell & lie?” QGive *lie” &
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