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6. Finalyh. ihepn you hare founa one eith proper qualification, Iessot is a valtiahle lîoli> ii this exorcise, iit otily in tue low r
do niot try to get hin for nothing. Do lot ask himu what salary he cias',us but lu ail, as by it tle pils gain a know
wants, but offer hin fair and lboral terms. If lie can do better nunîher il new wirds. 'lie,;e ieilire to 'lîoratighly e'q'laîued
elseoivro. do not lot a fow pititry dollars stand in the way of t' - to the pupil, so that they rvlv bec..moo " signs of deas " to tlh.,
children's welfare. Their fuituro suîeccess in lifo may depend t.' a
groat extent on the choice you are now nalking, and thtis 1houîght
should never ho absent fromi yoir inid. You nay bo denounced

by the ignorant, the selfisl, or the unthinking as extravagant.
Pay no attention to such criticisns. ' lie dischargo of your duty
to those ontrusted to your caro ip of far more importance both to
you and to themi.

COMPOSITION.

nY Gho. K. POWELL, TORONTO.

Composition, in the seiso in which we use the tern in schools,
ineans the expression of our own thoughts in writing. I wish to
extend it to the expression of otr thoughts in spoken as well as
written language. A great .iany poople who talki tolerably well
profess theonselves unable to write a letter or an essay. The rea-
son is, not that they lack either the ability to write or the know-
ledge of what te write, but they have not written often enough.
We learn to do a thing well only by doing it often, and tlosu who
write seldom need net expect to write well. This idea will point
ont to the toacher a nmethod of lessening this trouble, i.e., frequent
practice in writing down one's own thouglits.

I shall in this paper try to indicate somue of the means at the
disposal of teachers by which the composition of pupils in our
schools cati be improved, and thug the composition of the future
men and women.

In order to write well two things at least are indispensable. viz.,
the possession of idea. and the expression of them in language.
Both are necessary. Witl the former I shall deal but little, as it
fAis within the province ' odacation generally to impart know-
ledge, train the observation, and develop a taste for reading-these
being the chief means of getting ideas. To express our thoughts
well in langnago, we nist have observed very closely the different
ways of expressing the sanie idea, so as te b able to choose the
best. Tihent we must have a full and ready memory, and be able
to select the best forn of expressing the saine idea. Cenerally,
then, the teacher can best prepare his pupils to write well by teach-
ing thea to observe closely in their reading the way in which a
thought is expressed, suggeating other modes, or having the puipils
suggest then, getting their opinion as to the best, and finally giv-
ing his own opir.ion with reasons. Something can b done in this
direction even before the pupil can read well.

The children who enter the lowest .assez of our schools have
sone knowledge of wo-ds, and can compose, whether correctly or
not will b determined by the correctness of the languîage they
have heard used by their parents, playinates and others. They
learn to speak by imitating the souDs they heat, and it is not
likely the imitation will be more perfect than the model. When
the pupil's language is incorrect, and I thinK it generally is, it can
only Li improved by the good example of the teacher, and con-
stant care on his or ber part to correct wrong ezpressions, i.c., vul
gar or iungrammnatical expressions, whtenever they are heard. In
addition to this the child should be required te repeat froquently
the correct form, se that botb car and tongue may b familiar with
it. Some children, however, are so timid and retiring that the
teacher seldomi hoars them speak at ail. I think these .ihiould be
eneouraged te talk by familiar questions on the various objects
they see in the sehool-room, on their way home, &c. The reading

and not merely eipty firi4 aiI sOunds. During th e x lanat n
which Can best he given hy ieatis f fatmhar quest ins and answers,
the pipils are cîlionectiig tho word. s thy are leartini with those
already known, and are tIihus im provitig tiir ability to coiposo.
Care is here necessary in worliig qjuestions, s, that thei atliswers
may b complete sentences, and not isolated words.

When puils cati write-whicl in our schools woulId b in the
seventh, possibly oighth division-they imay bu required to write
on slates the aInswer.5to the faiiliar questions un their readig
lesson and other subjects. Occasiumally they sloiild he asked to
write somethg on soute easy sibject, suich as the" dog," " horse."
"street," "school," &c., uno sentence being sntlicient. Before
they write the tuach0 r sluill ask them a few ttquestions on the siub-
ject, to supply some of the class with ideas, for ail wil not be ablo
to write eveni a single sentence, and iiaiv will not he consCIcus
that they know ainthing to write. After the sentonces have beeii
wvritten, the teacher should lolk over the slates and point out errors
in spelling and language. Durmig the poititimg out of errors, the
blackboard muay be profitably emiiployed for writîng the inis-spelled
words. se that the eyes of the pupls becoio accustoimed to the
itritlent forn of the words. As mnany of the criticisns as possible
shoild bo heard by the class ; a large niunber, ltowever, ntust he
criticized I rivately by the tea:her in goiig roiund to examine 31ates.
For the purpose of inpressing the correct made of expression, the
sutte'ices shoild of course be re- written correctly. I timk tii these
classes i would require the uise Of onîly one capital letter, viz. : the
pronotin ' 1," which is se frequently imis-spelled in writng (shall
1 say ý> by childron. Fur future tise, I should ask thei to observe
in their reading the difference between a letter at the begmniîîg of
a sentence and elsewhero. This in y be doune with advantage withl
children in the ninth and tenth divisions. Thero is notine for cii-

position on the timîe-table of sevenîth and eighth divisions, but grain-
mar is takein twice a week in seventh. At cne of theso times comi-
position iight b taken with advantage. Cmpositi, and the
application of graininar to writing and speaktng, is of far more

nportance than a merely theoretical knowledge of grammatical
rules and of parsing.

In the fiflth and sixth divisions, the wrttenî exercises nay be ex-
tended te the writitig of ioveral sentences ah mîîi, the thig chosen
as subject: the teacher, as before, asking a few prelhînunary ques-
tionts to make the pupils certam that they know sumethtng of tlhe
subject. The pupils then write on books a few sentences on the
subject, care of course being takein ta the peniuanship as well as ii

the composition. The books are thon collected, afterwards exaim-
ined by the teacher, and the errors narked. In miarking, the best

plan is to underline words and phrases which are wronlg, and refer
to the particular kind of inistake hy certain characters placed on
the margin. I thinik the best marks for that purpose are those
recommended in liughes' Conposdicn Blanks. Ar, next composition
time, the teacher writes a few sentences on the board cont:tn:tg
the most commun errors made by pupils, and by a few questions
gts the clasa te criticize them, and with very lttie real help thoy
will gonerally correct the mistakes. In this way I thmîk the teacher
will best teach the proper form of words, and impress it on thî
tinds of his pupils. After about half the time has been spent in

this maniner, the pupils re-writo their compositions, nakitg the
necessary cou.ections as indicated by the marks in the margîi.

T-i order to give practico in letter-writing, probably the most


