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6. Finally, when you have found one with proper qualification,
do not try to get him for nothing. Do not ask him what salary he
wants, but offer him fair and hiberal terms. If ho can do better
olsewhere, do not let a fow paliry dollars stand in the way of t' -
children's welfare. ‘Their future success in life may depond to o
great oxtent on the choice you are now making, and this thought
should nover bo absent from your mind.  You may be denouuced
by the ignorant, the selfish, or the unthinking as extravagant.
Pay no attention to such criticisms. " ho discharge of your duty
to thoso ontrusted to your care i» of far more importance both to

you and to them.
A

COMPOSITION.

BY GRO. K. POWELL, TORONTO.

Composition, in the seuse in which wo use the term in schools,
means the expression of our own thoughts in writing. 1 wish to
extend it to the oxpression of our thoughts in spuken as wel] as
written language. A great iaany people who talk tolerably well
profess thomselves unable to write a letter or an essay. The rea-
son is, not that they lack either the ability to write or the know-
ledge of what to write, but they have not written often enough.
Wo learn to do a thing well only by doing it often, and thuse who
write soldom need not oxpect to write well. This idea will point
out to the teacher a method of lessening this treuble, i.e., frequent
practice in writing down one’s own thoughts.

1 shall in this paper try to indicate some of the means at the
disposal of teachers by which the composition of pupils in our
schools can be improved, and thua the cumposition of the future
men and women.

In order to write wel two things at least are indispensable, viz.,
the possession of idear and the expression of them in langnage.
Both are necessary. With the former I shall deal but little, as it
falls within the province education generally to impart know-
ledge, train the observation, and develop a taste for reading—these
being the chief means of getting ideas. To express vur thoughts
well in language, we must have observed very closely the different
ways of expressing the same idea, 80 as to be able to choose the
best. Then we must have a full and ready memory, and be able
to select the best form of expressing the same idea. Generally,
then, the teacher can best prepare his pupils to write well by teach-
ing them to observe closely in their rending the way in whicha
thought is evpressed, sugyesting other modes, or having the pupils
suggest them, gotting their opinion as to the best, and finally giv-
inz his own onicion with reasons. Something can be done in this
direction even before the pupil can read well.

The children whe enter the lowest  'asses of our schouls have
some knowledge of words, and can compose, whether correctly or
not will be determined by tho correctness of the language they
have heard used by their parents, playmates and others.  They
learn to speak by imitating the sounls they heai, and it is not
likely the imitation will be more perfect than the model. When
the pupil’s language is incorrect, and I think it generally is, it can
only Lo improved by the good example of tho teacher, and con-
stant care on his or her part to correct wrong expressions, i.c., vul
gar or nngrammwatical expressions, whenever they are heard. In
sddition to this the child should be required tv repeat frequently
the correct form, so that botk ear and tongue may be familiar with
it. Some children, however, are sv timid and retiring that the
teacher seldom hears them speak at all. I think these should be
encouraged to talk by familiar questions on the various objects
they see in the school-room, on their way home, &. The reading

lesson is a valuable help in this exerciso, not only in the lower
clagses but in all, as by it the pupils gan a knowledue of a large
number of new words.  These reyuire to be thoroughly explamed
to the pupil, so that they really become ** signs of 1deas ™ to them.
and not merely empty forms and svunds.  During this explanation,
which can best be given by means of famuliar questions and answers,
the pupils are connecting the words they are learnms with thoso
already known, and are thus improving thew ability to compose.
Cave is hore necessary in wording questions, so that the answers
may bu completo sentenees, and not isolated words.

When pupils ean write—which in our schools would be in the
seventh, possiblv eighth division—they may be required to write
on slates the answergg to the familiar questions on their readme
lesson and other subjects. Occasionally they shouid be asked to
write something on some easy subject, such as the * dog,” ** horse,”
‘atreet,” ‘“schuol,” &e., one sentonco being suthicrent.  Before
they write the teachur should ask them a few questions on the sub-
ject, to supply some of the class with 1deas, for ali wall not be ablo
to write even a single sentence, and many will not bo eonscrous
that they know anything to write.  After the sentences have been
written, the teacher should lovk over the slates and pont out errors
in spelling and language. During the puinting out of errors, the
blackboard may be profitably employed for writing the nus-spelled
words, su that the eyes of the pupils become accustomed to the
writlen form of the words.  As many of the criticising as possibie
should be heard by the class; a large number, however, must bo
criticized privately by the teaher in going round tu examimne slates.
For the purpuse of impressing the correct modo of expression, the
sentéuces should of course be re-written correetly. 1 tinnk w these
classes 1 wounld require tho use of only one capital letter, viz. : the
pronvun ¢ I,” which is so frequently mis-spelled in writing (shall
I say ) by children. For future use, I should ask them to observe
in their reading the difference between a letter at the beginnng of
a seutence and elsewhere.  This may be dune with advantage with
children in the ninth and tenth divisions. There 18 no time for com-
pusition on the time-table of seventh and eighth divisions, but gram-
mar ig taken twice a week in seventh. At one of these tunes com-
pusitiun might bo taken with advantage. Composition, and the
application of gremmar to writing and speaking, is of far more
mnmportance than a merely theoretical knowledge of grammatical
rules and of parsing.

1u the {ifth and sixth divisions, the written exercises may be ex-
tended to the writing of ieveral sentences aboue the thing chasen
as subject : the teacher, as before, asking a few prelunmary ques-
tions to make the pupils certawn that they know something of the
subject. The pupils then writo on books a few sentences on the
subject, care of course being taken 1.1 the penmanship as well as in
the cumposition. The bouks are then collected, aftorwards exam-
ined by the teacher, and the errors marked. In marking, the best
plan is to underline words and phrases which are wrung, and refer
tu the particular kind of mistake by certain characters placed on
the margin. I think tho best marks for that purpuse are those
recommended in Qughes® Composition Blanks. At next composition
time, the teacher writes a fow sentences on the board contaning
the most common errors made by puptils, and by a few questions
gots the class to criticize them, and with very httie real help they
will generally correct the mistakes. I this way I think the teacher
will best teach the proper form of words, and impress it on the
minds of his pupils. After abuut half the time has been spent in
this manuner, the pupils re-write their compositions, makug the
necessary cu. vections as indicated by the marks in the margin.

In order to give practice in lefter-writing, probably the most



