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a second tine, and weil mixed vith saliva, it penetrates
ilo the raaamnypli's.

" The ntecanism by which aliment accumulated in
the first stomach is carried back to the nouth, is also
very sinple. Wlen regurgitation begins the reticulum
contracts anl prcsses tlieailimeitary macs against the
slit-like openiig which terminates the crsophagus ; then
ihis npening enlarges so as to seize a pinch or portion
of the alimentary mass, compresses it, and fornas it itmto
a small pelb-t, ;which engages in the osophaius, the
fibres of which contract successively from below up-
wards, to push farward the new ali'mentary hall into
the mouthi."- Rlen lierger's Elencuts of Manalogy.

British Libraries.
I. Bri/üh Museum Library, London.-There is pro-

bably no other public institution in Great Br itaii hici
is regarded with so great and general interest as the
British 31us.uU. By the variety of its departments,
lhis spilendid n.ational depository and antiquities, mneets
in some way the particular aste of almost every class
o! society. Tie department of Natural History, in ils
three divisions of Zoology, Botany, and Miieîalogy,
contains a collection of specimens unsurpassed, proba-
ly unequîa!ikd, in the world. The department of an-

tiquities is ini soir, particulars unrivalk.d for the nuîm-
ber and value of the articles it contains. But the libra-
ry is the crowning glory of tie whole. If, in respect
to the nunber of volumes it contains, il does not yet
equal lte National Library of Paris, the Royal Library
of Munich, or the Imperial Library of St. Peteis-
burg-in almîozt every other respect, sucli as the value
and usefulness of the books, the arrangements for their
conveiteit and safe leeping, and, in faet, in every mat-
ter pertaining 1o ils internal arrangements, the library
of the Btitish Museum, by the conctirrent testimonty of
competent witnesses fromu various countries, must take
raink above all sinilar institutions in tie world. Well
nay the people of this country regard the M\fuseum

with pride and pleastire. The liberal zrants of parlia-
nent, and Ite iîanaificent bequests of individuals, are

sure indications of a strong desire and purpose fo coni-
tilne and extend ils advantages.

Some idea of the magnitude of thie Museum, and of its
vastresources, nay be formcd by considering that the
buildinges alote in which tiis great collection is depos-
ited, have cost since the year 1823, nearly £700,f00;
and flic whole expenditure for purchases, exclusive of
hie cost of buildings just named, is considerably more
than £1,100,000. 'Besides this liberal outlay by thie
British Government, ihere bave been numerous inagni-
iceit bequests from individuals. The acquisitions

from private munificence vere estimated, for the .
twelve years preceling 1835, at not less than £400,-
000. The latest considerable beiuest vas that of the
Riglit Hon. Thomas Grenville: bis library, which he
gave to the .Miuseuin en•ire, was valued at £20,00.-
The annual receipts oi the institution of late ycars, from
parliameitairy grants and the interest of private lega.
cies, have been about £50,000. The number of visi-tors to the Museum ;s immense. In the year 1848
they amouinted to 897,985, leing an average of about
30U0 visitors per day for every day the Museum is open.
On special occasions there have been as many as thirty'
thousand visitors on a sinle day.

This noble institution may be said to have origina-
ted in the beque..t of Sir Hans Sloane, who, dying in

1752, lefi his immense collect'ors of every kind to the
nation, on the condition of paving £20,000 in legacies
to di'crent individuals; a sum considerably less than
the intrinsie value of the medals. coins, geis, and pre-
clous metals of his museun. This bequest included a
library of 50,000 volumes, among which were 3566
volumes of mantuscripts in ditTeciet languages ; a her-
barium of 331 volum. s, other objects of natural histo.
ry, to the numiiber of six-anid thirty or forty thousand,
and thc hoaue nt Chiswick, ini which the wIole w%'as
deposited. yhe Harleian collection of manuscripts,
amountinr to 760000 solume's, chielly relating to [lie
history of England, ati) including, arîong many other
curious documents, '10,000 vncient charters and rolls,
being about the same lune offered for sale, parliament
voted a sum of £30,000 to be raised by _lotery, and
vested in traustees, for the e.stablislnent of a National
Museum. Of this money, £20,000 vere paid to the
legatces of Sir Hans Sloane, £10,000 were given for
Harleian Manusciipts, anad £10,000 for Montague
House as a receptacle for the whole. Sloane's \Iuseum
wtas removed thiltier with the consent of lis trustees.
In 1797, George Il., by ian instriment undei Ihe great
seal, added tle library of the kings of Enagland, the
printed books of which lhad been collected from tle
lime of Henry VII., flte mantiscripts from a much
earli.r date. Tis collection wias very rich m the pre-

aiiang literatuire of different periods, and il included,
anonrgst uthers, the libiaties of Archblhop Cranmer,
and of the celebrated schoalar Iaac Casaubont. Iis ma-
esty annexed to his gift the privileze which the royal

.ibrary had acquired in the reignt of Queen Anne, of be-
it-g supplied with a copy of e% ery publication entered
tat Stat oners' IIall ; and in 1759 the British Museuni
vas opened to hIe public.
l'le value of the library has greatlv enbanced by

n'angnificent donations, and by immense pailianentary
purchases. li 1763, George 111. enriched it with a
co lection of pamplhlets and periodical papers, publish-
ed lu England between 1610 and 1660, and chiefly il-
lustrative of the civil wars in the time of Charles 1,
bv wlom tIhe collection was comnce d. Among
otlier valuable acquisitionts may be mentioned Car-
rick's collection of old Englisi plays, 31r. Thomas
Tyrwhitt's library, Sir William alugeve's collection
of biography, the gencral library of ile Rev. C. M.
Cracherole, [lhe libraries of NL. Ginguene, Baron <le
Moll, Dr. Burney, and Sir R. C. Home ; and above ail,
lte bequet of31jor Arthur Edwards, wlo left to it

bis noble library, and £7000 as a fund fer the pitrchase
of bool's. Four separate collections ot tracts, illustra-
t:ve of the revolutioniary history of France, have been
purchas- d at different times by truits, m the exercise
of [lte powers w ith w hich they aie invested. One of
tlhese vas flte collection forumed by the lat president of
the parliarent at Bretagrne, at tlie connnencement of
Ilhe revolution; IwO others extended throiughout the
whole revolutionary peniod ; and hie four-t consisted
of a collection of tracts, publishied during the reign of
the Hundred Days lu 18105-fui miag altogether a body
of matenials for the history of the revolution as com-
plete in regard to France as the collection of pamphlets
and tracts alrcady rention d is withl respect to the civil
vars of Eiglaid in the lnie of Charles I. Another

feature of tie Museium Library is ifs progressive collec-
tion of newspa; ers, ficam the appearance of the first of
these puieauions lit 8. Sir Hans Slane had formed
a great collection for lais day. Bun fa this way added, m
1818, the Burney collection, purchased at the estimated
value of £1000; and since that period the Commis-
sioners of Stamps have continued regularly to forward
to the Museu1m, copies of all newspapCs deposited by
the publishers in their cllice.


