
PREFACE.

TiiK lahoiir iiiid expense attoiuliint, upon the i)rcpiir!itioii of a work profcssinir to 1>p

ii Directory of Canada were of so scrions a nature that tlie I'uldishcr shrank fiom

iissinnin<5 tlie responsibility until he had in(inired wlietlier there wen; not many besides

himself who, ha\in^ (jxperienceil tln! want which ht; had felt, would assist him to pro-

duce a remedy for an admitted evil.

"With a view to arrive at the f^eneral sentiment on the subject, and also to discover

the amonr-l of positiv enconra<iement that such a work would receive, a I'rospectus of

"Tin; C^\N.vi)A DiifKcroiJV " was published, and very irenerally distributed throuuhont

the Cities and Towns (.f Canada. The answers which he received to these (lircidars

were of a cliara( ter so eneonraifini; and complimentary, as to induce the Publishi-r to

take immediate ste[»s to accom[)lish the end which he had proposed to himsi-lf, and

iiiauLTurate a work which should prove alike useful to tlu^ Province and creditable

to the Press.

Of the way in whi';h the duty has been discharged it does not become the Pub-
lisher to speak, lie may however be permitted to say that neither pains nor expense

have been spared to rendc^r the work accurate and complete ; and also that, in regard to

the style and manner of its execution, " The Canada Directory" will compare most

favorai)ly with publications of a, kindred character which have received the up[>roval

of older countries.

It may be remarked that the title of the book conveys but an inade([uate impression

of the information which will be found in its pages. It is commonly s\ipposed that a

Directory is but an index to the places of business or private residences of the individuals

whose names it records. The readi'r, howeve'r, will at once discover, upon referring

to the General and ^fiscellaneous Index, that the work before him contains a nmch
larger fund of useful matter than its name imports. It is no exaggeration to siiy, that it

is a Directory for the man of business and a (Snide-Hook for the man of [deasin'e, an Index

for the immigrant and an Instructor for the settler, a (Gazetteer for the student and an

Army-List for the militia olHcer, while for the statesman and others comiected with

ollicial life it is a Statistical Chronicle of the progress of the country in all ilepartments

of enterprise.

It will thus be seen that the Canada Directory occupies a large space in thv liehl of

local information. In its projection it was dt'signed to meet popular lii\or; in its jtrose-

cution this desirable end has been kept steadily in view. And now, btdieving that he iia-;

performed his part, the Publisher trusts that he nniy not look in vain for the su[>[>ort

of an eidigbtened public.
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