vi PREFACE

papers'which recorded journeys and studies made in Canada during
the past three years. The first one to be published was that which
describes a settler’s colony in which a few titled foreigners took the
lead; the others were written so recently that they should possess
the same interest and value as if they here first met the public eye.
What that interest and value amount to is for the reader to judge,
the author’s position being such that he may only call attention to
the fact that he had access to private papers and documents when
he prepared the sketches of the Hudson Bay Company, and that, in
.pursuing information about the great province of British Columbia,
he was not able to learn that a serious and extended study of its re-
sources had ever been made. The principal studies and sketches
were prepared for and published in HARPER’S MAGAZINE. The spirit
in which they were written was solely that of one who loves tiie open
air and his fellow-men of every condition and color, and who has had
the good-fortune to witness in newer Canada something of the old
and almost departed life of the plainsmen and woodsmen, and of the
newer forces of nation-building on our continent.



