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New Union at Caruthers

By Arthur F. Bloomer.

The rapidity with which our villiiges
row into flourishing, | us cities sid
xtudu-trin.l centers l":oll::p:lh the wonders
of our American en i .lm:'hao a
gemeration ago was a struggling village
of a thousand or fifteen hundred inhabi-
tants may mow exist a city of 20,000,
eomposed principally of those dent
for employment on the and
workshops that haye grown up with the
eity, or, rather, have caused the city to
grow, the produtts of which may reach
the furthermost ends of the earth. Buch
a city was Caruthers, in one of the mid-
dle Western States. Fourteen years be-
fore this story opens Caruthers had e
population of less tham 2,000. < Now it
has 18,000, a ‘mayor and city tmcn,
wtreets railways, and electric lights and
power—all that goes to make up & bust-
ling industrial city.

John Strong had gone . to Caruthers
when it, was a village, with little more
eapital than his two pands and his skill
as & machinist, from an eastern eity,
where he had, while still young, grown
tired of working for a wage that scarce
ly morg than provided him the strength
from day to.-day to continue at work.
From his little beginning in Caruthers
had growa a manufecturing estab-
lishment, whi&n::lpeu the city to grow
as the city belped it to gow, and his
workmen now numbered a hua-
dred.

There had been fow, if any, labor or-

tions in Caruthiers, and, as & neces-
sary attendant, wages were low as com-
pared with the greas. cities, though, of
course, the cost of living wak less. But
with the growth of the city the latter
advanced, as is usual, and Wwages, too,
bad slowly advameed—slower than living

es, 48 is hlso usual,

i the organizer and it
was but & little time @& committee
waited on Mr. Strong, as president of
the Caruthers Manufacturing ny,
and he was informed that his workmen
had enrolled themselves as members of
a union.

1 am very glad to hear it, gentle-
men,’’ said Mr. Strong, smilibgly. ‘1

“"Then,”’ said the spokesman of the
committee, ‘1 am sure we will be able
to ’;t along amieabiy. *

1 have no doubt of it,'’ said Mr.
Strong, ‘‘especially if you prove your-
selves true union men in all that the term
means. There has been great progress
in trade unionism in the last few years.’’

“‘Very great, indeed, sir,”” said the

“‘Yes,’’ said Mr, Strong, ‘‘and I have
tried to keep dbreast of the movement
by reading trade union literature. It
may sunprise you to know that I am
a subscri for a number of labor pub-
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. | any but union men. Is it mot sof”’
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see him, but he went at once—this some
months after organization.

‘‘You will remember the verbal clause
that I added to our agreement when
I' signed the scale of prices,”’ said Mr.
Strong, ‘‘and that 1 might claim to be
released from it under certain circum-
stances, ”’

““VYery well indeed, sir,’’ said the

resident, ‘but I am at a loss to know
we have given offemse.’”

] should like to have permission to
address your union at its next meeting,’’
said Mr, Strong, ‘‘at which I will show
that you have not kept faith with me and
are not true to the principles of union-
ism.. Your committee asked me to point
out wherein you might be lacking, and
I want to do it in the presemce of the
entire union, wo that the members will
not get it at second hand. I am very
M;\wnd&pt:umw It 1
am fo live up to neiples of union.
ism the meu&al must do so, too.’’

‘“We will be very giad to bave
address the meeting,’’ said Pndti(:tl
Phelps, ‘‘and I will cause such notice to
be sent out that ew member will be
there. I am totally in the dark as to
our shortcoming; but the union will hear
you with pleasure.’’

The news that Mr. Strong had some-

thing to say t0 the union brought every
mo:sa out, and after the routine busi-
ness was transacted he was invited in
from the anteroom, where he had been
waiting.
‘‘Gentlemen,’’ said President Phelps,
‘‘you are all aware that Mr. Strong
has stated his desire to address our
pnion. I have mo need to introduce him.
You all know hiw, and such has been his
interest in our movement that I believe
hé knows ev one of you. We will
now hear him.’” .

““Mr. President and gentlemen of
the union,”’ began Mr Stromg, ‘‘I will
not - tire you with lox“inhodnewry
words. I was gratified you formed
your union, for T am & believer in trale
unions. I was & member of a union
before many of yeu ever saw the inside
of & workshop.  When you presented
your scale of wages to me, as the -
dent of the company, T cheerfuily
it. But I signed it with the amnounced
reservation that I would not feel bound
it unless eomported yourselves
3 t'rm union ’:o-. You have not done

’

Amﬁoulhumunﬂt‘o

“"Yeos, yes!’’ came from all parts of
the robm. ¢
Yo refuse to handle mmterial tha$

¥ yesl ‘eame from the as-

+

“*Mr. President,’’ will you step here a

moment?’’
Mr. Phelps,

open

<W :

Strong’s voice
man to seat himself

““I have looked into.the matter at the
stores patronized by most of youw, and 1
have found no indication that any of you
ever asked for union made goods of any
kind. Is it not so?’’

There was able debaters in the union,
but none rose to eombat him,

‘““Some of the bakeries in ‘this city
are union and some are not. Have you
supported your fellow unionists and with-

support from the non-anionists? You
have not!’’

The general uneasiness was distinetly

“‘Gentlemen, I have given you a fair
trial. ‘You are unionists only so far as
your own wages and conditions are con-
corned. I might go into this a good deal
further, for I have thoroughly investi-
gated it; but I have shown enough to
convince any fair-minded man ‘that you
are not union men. You don’t know the
meaning of the term!’’

One might have knocked the whole as-
semblage over with a feather.

¢“You demand that we shall employ
union labor while you spend your union
wages for the produet of scabs. You will
not work with a seab, but you buy what
:;":odneu on equal terms with union

You will not work with seab-made
material, but you will wear it and eat it
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you that the wor mfm

cipal buyers of nearly all

that in buying of the non-union employer

you ares putting the union employer at

a disadvan Theoretically you consid-

er the interests of all union identical,
at naught by

The cheer that burst forth from the
members of the union was the only an-
swer Mr, S needed to eonvince him
that his lesson not fallen on barren
minds. Within the speemmed time unmion
signs all over Caruthers showed that the
true mesning of unionism had been
Jearned, not alone by the employes of the
Caruthers furing Company, who
constituted the greater number of the
union of theie trade, but by all b,tudo
unionists and their sympathizers.

American Federationist.

DON'T KICK WORK
Don’t kiek for bigger boots
Until your own are bustin’,

Don’t kick for bigger work
When your tools are rustin’.

Go ashéad, and never mind
olir more successful brother;
n’t drink of one ecup

With your eyes on

if you hanunuyuwmmnmmmn

to your friend.
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