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lew Union at Caruthers
» ■■■■■■■—«

By Arthur F. Bloomer.
The rapidity with which our iC%es 

grow into flourishing, populous cities and 
industrial centers ie one of the wonders 
of our American enterprise. Where a 
generation ago was a struggling Tilings 
of a thousand or flfteea hundred inhabi­
tants may near exist a city of MjOQO, 
composed principally of those dependent 
for employment on the factories and 
workshops that have grown up with the 
city, or, rather, hare caused the city to 
grow, the products of which may reach 
the furthermost ends of the earth. Both 
a city was Curuthera, in one of the mid­
dle Western Staten, fourteen years be­
fore this story epees Caruthers had a 

of has the* 2,000. Now it 
has 18,000, a mà/or and city «until, 
streets railways, and electric lights and 

«—ail that goes to make up e bust 
industrial city.
ie Strong had goes to Caruthers 

when it. wee a Tillage, with little mere 
capital **«■ Ms two hands and hie skill 
as e machinist, from an ouatera city, 
where he had, while still young, grown 
tired of working for e wage that scarce­
ly morp than presided him the strength 
from day to day to continue at work. 
From his little beginning in Caruthers 
had grown a mat manufacturing estab­
lishment, which helped the city to grew 
as the city helped it fa row, sad his 
workmen now numbered almost a hue

There had been few, if asy, labor or­
ganisation* in Caruthers, and, « a Mt» 
•ary attendant, wages were tow as com­
pared with fa# great; «ties, though, of 
course, the erat of tiring wan tom. But 
with the growth of the city the latter 

- m j, eesi, end wages, tee, 
y advanced—slower than tiring 
« la also usual, 

y the organiser appeared, and it 
was but a little time until a committee 
waited on Mr. Strong, as president of 
the Caruthers Manufacturing Company, 
and he wee informed faut h» workmen 
had enrolled themselves as members of

“I am Very glad to hear it, gentle 
men,” said Mr. Strong, smilingly. “I 
was n union man from the day when I 
completed my apprentieefalp until I « 
tabUahed this business, and I am a Arm 
believer in trade unionism. ” ...

“Thee,” mid the spokmmsu of the 
committee, “I am sure ww will be able 
to get along emits!*/- ***Tbare no doubt of it,-’ seid Mr. 
Strong, “especially if you prose your 
misse true union men in ell that the term 
assuma There fan been grunt program 
is trade unionism in the last few years.’’

“Very great, indeed, sir," said the
*P“Ym/’ mid Mr. Strong, “end I here 
triad fa keep Abreast of the merer 
by lending trade onion literature, 
may surpris.» you to know that I 
e subscriber for a number of lubes | 
Hftion0
“Well, that ie rather unusual for 

ptoyers, I am afraid, ’ ’ said the com 
tee chairman. “It ie gratifying to ■ 
so liberal-minded aa employer as we lad 
yon, Mr. Strang. We do not contemplate 
tmr iioleei thaagei It the «tp •emm 
now, per perhaps soon, and we do not 
anticipate nay great opposition from yon 
M we shall daim a reasonable tnerea

“I hep* yen will alwnj* *»dme i 
enable " said Mr. Strung, ‘land if

to the

members are not true fa the principles 
of unionism, aa to which I will conduct 
an investigation, I am fret to withdraw 
from it,"

♦‘We are .willing to abide by that, 
sir, “ said the president of the union, 
who was chairman of. the committee. 
“If at nay time you find that we are net 
keeping to the true principles of union* 
ism, we wiU be glad to hare you print 
it out to no and to rectify our error 
or absolve you from rear agreement,"

Within ex mouth the ergamsem had 
formed union# in all fan principal ofr­
einations, and atihough all proprietor* 
had not proved aa tractable and rea­
sonable as Mr. Strong, and there had 
been a few strikes and lockouts, at the 
end of that time the town was pretty 
thoroughly organised into unions. Every­
thing had gone along peaceably and 
quietly in the Caruthers Manufacturing 
Company *» great eefabtifameat. Every 
member of the meenanieal form was 
in the union. A few—there are always 
some black sheep—had demurred to join­
ing, but were at once given to under 
stand that they tied no sympathy from 
the company in thrir resistance and they 
speedily surrendered.

It was with mum surprise that the 
president of tiw union received a message 
from Mr. Strong that he would like fa 
see him, but he went at once—this some 
mouths after organisation.
“You wtil remember tbs verbal clause 

that I added to ear agreement when 
T signed the seule of pricey" mid Mr. 
Strong, “and that 1 might claim to be 
released from it under certain oircum-

“Very well indeed, sir,” mid the 
president, “but I am at a tom to know 
now we have given i
“I should like to 

address your union at tie neat meeti 
mid Mr. Strong, “at which I will 
that you have not kept faith with me and 
are not true to the principle# of union­
ism. Tour committee asked me to point 
oat wherein you might be lacking, and 
I want to do it in the presence of the 
entire union, no that the members wiU 
not get it at second )mad. I am 
much in earnest in tKiT m 
am fa live up to the principles of union 
ism the members must do SO, toe.”

“We will be very glad to bare you 
address the meeting,’’ arid President 
Phelps, “and I will cause such notice to 
be sent out that every member will be 
thorn I am totally in the dark aa to 
our shortcoming, but the union will bear 
you with plmaure. ’ ’

The news that Mr. Strong had eoem- 
thiag to my to the union brought every 
membra out, and after the routine burn- 
erne was transacted he wee invited in 
from the anteroom, where be hud been
mÊÊÊm-*à

“Gentlemen," arid Piemdeat Phelps, 
“you are all aweee that Mr. Strong 
has stated hie derire to addrem our 
union. I tiers no need to introduce him. 
Ten all knew hhr, and meh has boon hie 
interest in our movement that I better» 
he knows every one of yen. We will 
now beer him.’*
“Mr. President and gentlemen of 

the union," begun Mr Strong, “I will 
net tire you with long intro.hirtory 
words. I was gratified when you formed 
your union, for I am u believer in trade
bXra faiy^f ye««'w tfa tarifa
of a workshop. When you prase*ted 
your eerie of wages to me, as the erari- 
deet of the company, I cheerfully signed 
it But I signed it with the aaneuMUd 

that I would not feel bound

m nor use the product of aoa-ui 
bu in working for fay company.
“N# no!"
“Mr. President,” will you step here A 

momentf” ' : * . h g
fa UfaMa Phelps, wonderingly walked 

open fames in which Mr. Strong 
"Mr, President" mid Mr Stroi

ad buck Mr Phelpe*
! Docket,
d Was

strong, aa
he turned buck Mr Phelpe’ coat and ex 

the inside poçket, “I do net 
find the union label Was that suit of 
clothe, made by a union tailor»”

I* Mr. Phelpe reddened and returned to 
his sent

“Mr Secretary, that ie^a haadeome 
pair of shorn you have, but, looking 
eloeriy, they have no union label.” 

The Secretary *■ feet wcrajmetily ta-

•iSS’tTîS
comfort. , ,

“While writing in the anteroom I ex- 
lined many or the hats that I mm 

banging there, end though X found a 
few with os ion labels, I féal sure they

members prove onion men to me core—
for I held that the employer hm « — ^________W,TW
n-y* to rain from unionism so the em- by « unlem yen comported youraerra* 
ployed; that each ewra u doty to the ri true «tou men. Tee have net done 
other—I am aura.

Who among you
ton label in ill”

A young men roue, 
as the union label," - 
“You think!” The 

Strong ’■ voice caused the hopeful young 
man to seat himself suddenly.
“Most of rou use tobacco is some 

form," continued the speaker. “I did 
as » workman sad do as aa employer, 
and so am not here to condemn the pree- 
‘ ie. Which of you can show me a piece 

of union made tobacco» Who of you 
moke Mue-label cigars»"
Gnawing was too hasardons. Nobody 

Mfe»
. “I have looked into the matter at the 

storm patronised by mofa of you, aad I 
hare fond an indication that any of you 

or naked for union made goods of any 
nd. Is it not not”
There was able debaters ta the union, 

but none rose to combat him.
“Some of the bakeries in this dfa 

are «ion and some are net. Have you 
supported your fellow unionists aad with­
held support from the non-Unionists» You 
have not!”

The general «meinem wee distinctly

“Gentlemen, I hum given you a fair 
trial. You are unionists only so far as 
your own wages aad conditions are see­

med. I might go into this e good deal 
rther, for I have thoroughly investi- 
ted it; but I have shown enough to 
urines «y fair-minded man -that yon 

are net union men. Tee don’t know the 
meaning of the faim!"

One might have knocked the whole as 
mblage over with e feather.
“You demand that we ahull employ 

union labor while you spend your union 
igeu for the product of scabs. You will 

not work with a scab, but you buy what 
be produces « «pial terme with «ion 
„ ode. You will not wet* with ecaJb-made 
material, but you will wear it and eat it

fa boycott 
courage it.

for your tr
dittos* in the way of 
sanitary ehope, and you support the mtaat 
shop and tenement house produrera. And 
you cell yourselves «ton meal Pah! I 
am aatuuu.il of you 1 I 
faith you! I repudiate _ 
eerie of wagml "

Mr. Strong abruptly ended his speech 
aad started for tiw door. The wm* 
of the meeting wen rimoet awful. It 
wan a room fell of dead men, m far aa 
they stowed «y *gne of life. He had 
nearly reached the door, when he stopped
as though a bow ------“ “ —’—*
to him. He turne 

wring. , .. y* ■; .
“Mr. President.’’ he mid, the eager 

was gone from his Voice. ‘Mr. Presi­
dent, perhaps I have been too harsh. I 
should have taken into cons»deration that 
asset of you ere new unionists and Ifave 
as yet little conception of what untoe 
ism meane. The whole theory aad eeope 
of trade «toatam is not fa be-grasped
tonni*that'it kaTito obligations «"well
as tie benefits, fata era all more or torn 
afflicted with tiw human, instinct to buy 
where we «a tiw cheapest, regardless of 
tbs fact that it may be the dearaet is 

I am going to give you another 
before I become your enee^. 

rou have net reasoned that in

DttnBice. It may sot hare occurred to ^rthri the workingmen me the prin- 
eipri buyers of nearly all products, aad 
that in buying of the non union employer 
you arm putting the «tou employer at

months to see If you are union men.
The cheer that buret forth from the 

members of the onion wu the only ea­
rner Mr. Strong «eded to eonrmee 1dm 
that hie lesson had not fallen « barren 
minds. Within the epeaned time union 
signs all over Caru there showed^ that the
le^ned^fLme to the employ* »<Jw

Oaruthera Manufacturing Company, 
constituted tiw greater numberrfjhe 
union of their trade, bet by att the trade 
unionists sad their sympathisera.

American Fedemtiouifa.

DON’T KICK WORK
Don't kick for bigger tori*

Until your own era bootin’,
Don’t kH- 

When

If yets have already 
your

“Among tiw requirements ef yea 
onion ie one that we shall net ample 
nnv bet union mm. Is it wet sot” 

“Yes, yes!” came from all paria ef 
the room.

«Yew refuse fa handle material thi 
remet fra» non unie»' shop*. “Am I

5-ym, vest ” agrin came from the a
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