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In the opening 3

mention is made of th

irom their earliest Histe

ple. The word “Supérsti

a very broad sense, z

<hip, the recogmit of w , -
pernatural. influences. When they ‘embraced
Christianity they did so with an Jintensity of
devotion. glmost unknown elsewhere in Eur-
ope, It became a part of their lives, and they

iwked upon the priesthood very muc he -
successors: of the wise men of old, who in pre- -
Uhristian-days had been their trusted counsel-

iors. 'Whether we regard them in the days of

{lcathenism or Christianity, ‘we find the Irish

« deeply religious people, and intensely con-

-crvative as well. . Hence, while the English,

the Scotch, the Germans, and to seme extent

the French accepted the reformed religion read-

v enough, the Irish were slow to do se, and

as we have seen, the country was untonched by

the new'learning which swept over Europe like

« flood in the centuries immediately following

the Crusaders. Against such a people the ef-

iorts of Henry VIIL proved powerless. Some’
-1 the nobility accepted the new religion, led to

do so by self<interest, but nothing could swerve

the'peasantry from their loyalty to their

church~ and' their priesthood. Monasteries

were destroyed in vain, for as soon as the sol-

diers marched away reconstruction was begun.

In vain ‘were the priests driven into the for-

ests, bogs-“and ‘mountains, for- the people

followed them ‘or waited ready to welcome

them when,” danger being passed, they em-

erged to resume their spiritual labors. Differ

4s we may upon religious belief none of us can

(o otherwise than admire the splendid courage

of the Irish priesthood and the equally splendid

devotion: of the people ‘to them.

During the rei%n of Edward VI. the efforts

to Protestanize Ireland were resumed, but:
with - no - great degree of success. His
reign was short and when Mary came to the
Linglish throne the Roman Catholic church was
restored as rapidly and as fully as possible to its
ancient status. Elizabeth resumed the policy of
her father, Henry VIII. In the second year of
her reign the Act of Summgg(;wasaéntroduced-v
at a parliament convereéd i’ Dublin. It met
with so much opposition *thaf it was with-
drawn, but on being brought forward again the
following year it was passed, although in the
face of great opposition.” “Thuts was ¢he church
of Iteland established by law, but it found no
restirig'place in the hearts of the people.

Duringthe reign of Elizabeth civil wars
prevailed in Ireland. It is not easy to form
more than a vague idea of their origin. Father
Thebeau, to whose: History frequent reference
has been made, attributes them to a refusal
upon the part of the Irish nobility to recognize
a sovereign who did not acknowledge the Pope
as the supreme source of temporal as well as of
religious power. While this writer is so very
partizan-in -his treatment by his’ subject_that "
cverything he says must be taken with much
allowance, . the fact that Philip III. of Spain
sent a force to assist the revolted Irish nobles
s evidence that the attempt to overthrow the
power of Elizabeth in Ireland had to some ex-
‘ent at ledst a religious motive, and it is known
that representatives of the leading Irish lords
\vere received, secretly if not openly, at the
courts ‘of the Catholic sovereigns of Europe as

mbassadors from independent princes.

The  English military. operations were not
cry successful although the native Irish were
't by any imeans a unit in opposing them,
any of. them, indeed, taking up arms for the

(ueen. At the, outset victory crowned Eliza-
cth’s efforts. An invading force of Spaniards
Vas defeated and put to the sword, and
' vigorous, . though cruel, policy of
idney,  who commanded  the English
'ces secured a period of peace which
¢sted for ten years. In the end, however,

* northern chiefs, O’Neill and O’Donnell,
re able to force recognition of their claims
i1 the former was made Earl of Tyronie and
¢ latter Earl of Tyrconnel. They did not long
main in Ireland to enjoy their new authority,
ut fled to the continent, their flight furnishing
imes L. with a pretext for partitionin Ulster

‘mong settlers from Scotland and ngland.
flus was instituted what we now sometimes
car spoken of as Protestant Ireland, for to the
ight of these chiefs and to the policy pursued
A _lame§ is’ due the existence of Ulster as a sec-
'on of Ireland completely out of touch with the
“Pirationg of the people of the other pravinces.

The‘most favorable estimate of the condition
oT the Irish masses at this time legves much to
V¢ desired. They were sunk very low in bar-

arism. Though professing to be ardent/Cath>
'Ics they robbed and slew without mercy. the
'en of such ships of the Armada as were
‘recked upon their shores, regardless of the
lict that the Spaniards were at war with
l'ngland chiefly for the suppression of Pro-
testanism, Sidney in reporting his military op-
‘rations says it is not worth while to‘encumber-

;‘1{1\‘1 letters by telling how many “varlets” 'he
Killed.

tion fOr

] them than if they were so many wild
oSS, and yet Sidney was accounted one of
the most refired men of his time. ‘Even.'the-

He seemed to have no more conidera-":

- -mula, is a vital and ®fective principle,

zda, who was
to whom worship is due.
~ that there migl

e a deity, as some of his pre- -

ells how we.
: ‘T am the

.decessors and contemporaties claimeu, bug he .
held the idea of such a. power to be so far be-

yond human comprehension
sideration profitless “The

gods and the like foun i

2 place, and the poets wove remarkable, fabrics
in verses as to their rdgings, we are not to
suppose that among the educated classes of the
ancient world there was anything resembling
a belief in polytheism. It was charged against
many of them that were decrying the gods of
the people, but we do not know just how much
politics there was at the back of these accusa-
tions. The code of ethics laid down by these
great leaders, that is the rules of conduct, are
just-as lofty as those to which the most right-
eous people hold today.  Seeing, therefore, that
there have been in the past many teachers of
monotheismyor the doctrine of. one supreme
diety, and many. promulgations of high systems
of ethics, wherein does Christianity differ from
them? There may have been a time when a
question like this could have been brushed
aside as unnecessary, if not impious, when it
was sufficient to lump all ancient teachings to- -

gether and cast them out as so much pestilen-

tial rubbish. Men were expected to accept as
final what the clergy told them, and to ask
questions was to exhibit skepticism, and skepti-
cism was unforgivable, Many of us can re-
member when it was a worse sin in.the eyes of
religious teachers to- question -what they said
than to do deeds of open wickedness. A Cana-
dian judge once said that he might do such
and such things, mentioning practices that are
not usually considered righteous, but “I am not
so bad as to question what my bishop tells me
to believe.” But this sort of thing is rapidly
passing away. With the popularization of in-
vestigation into the realms of ancient thought
and achievement, men in all walks of life are
beginning to feel less and less - botind to ac-
cept what the church teaches simply ‘because
the church teaches it.. They want to know,
and they have a right to know, what Chris-
tianity has to offer them that other systems of
religion and philosophy do not offer,

ask this question, because either from their own '
experience they know that Christianity does of-
fer.something better than any other system, or
who are content to believe it does without mak-
ing any inquiry. To such persons this article is
not addressed, and it will be perhaps of no in-
terest to them except to confirm them in their
confidence; but there are very many who are
.not in this happy position, and who garnestly
“desire to know - why -they ' ought to accept
_Christanity, -not merely nominally, 4s' most
people do, but actually; not simply as a rule of
life, but as a principle or force, if you prefer
the term, to enlarge their normal powers. You
do not have to argue with a man to convince
him that he ought to obey the Ten Command-
ments, He may violate any or every one of
them, but he will not tell you that he believes
it is right to do so. But something more than

. the observance of commandments is essential

to Christianity, and it is just that something
which constitutes the difference between what
Christ taught and all the great galaxy of relig-
ious teachers before him promulgated. Tt is to
this that we shall address ourselves briefly in
the hope of implanting a germ of thought in the
mind of some one who may have asked himself
the question above stated. '
Christianity as exemplified in Jesus Christ
himself is more than a belief, more than dogma,
more than a series of rules of conduct. It in-
troduces a new element into life, not new of
course in the sense that it had heen. previously
non-existent, but only in the Sense that it is
not to be found in the other great systems. The
Tatter relied upon reason, whereas the base of
Christianity is faith. Faith is a word with
many ‘meanings, but in the sense of which it is
here employed it signifies the recognition of the
spiritual as superior to the physical. Aristotle,
who represented the most advanced type of pre-
Christian philosophy taught tnat the Prime
Mover or First Cause was beyond the touch of
humanity. Christ taught, and by his acts
.demonstrated, that by the exercise *of
what is called faith, humanity may come
closely in touch with the Divine, and may em-
ploy what may be called the divine will for hu-
man purposes. Plato taught the gipremacy of
thought over matter; claiming, indeed, that
thought alone was real and permanent, and that
matter is a mere temporary expression of it.
Christ demonstrated in fact what Plato sought

to prove by logic. Ancient philosophy seemed . -

unable to grasp the thought of a spiritual life:
Christ-taught that there is the possibility- of .
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Dr. Henry Smith Williams in “The Litera-
ture of Science’ says: “The varied scientific -
- writings.of Atistotle furnished what seemed the

last - word don. almest every department of

knowledge, undisputed and’ indisputable, for
something like a hundred generations of his fol-"
fénice is potent today. On' "~

lowers.”
this point Dr. Har ond,. professor of ancient
; w philosophy - at Cornell, may be
quoted. He ‘says: ““Aristotleanism- was con-
tinued in the:peripatetic school down. to' s29
A. D., when e
the Athenia 10els. " During the x‘ﬁidd_l’e ages
it was kept alive by.the works of Boethius and
the Isagoge-of Porphy

with the theology*of Thomas Aquinas it be-
came practically.the official philosophy of Ro-
man Catholi¢igny; which-it still continues to be.

The Arabs of Spain ‘were #he bearers of Aris-_
totleianism’ to médideval Europe, and by 1220

almost all of Aristotle’s works had been trans.
lated from ‘Arabic in Latin.” A little later they
were, by the efforts of Thomas Aquinas® trans-
lated from Greek originals, and ~Aristotle’s
authority in Rome became well-nigh absolute.
With the rise. ofhumanism Aristotleahism be-
gan to wane, and with the development of
modern science and the Cartesian ‘philosophy
his influence outside the Catholic church was

to a large extent nullified. Within ‘the church,

however, during the last quarter of a century
the influence of Thomism and Aristotleanism
has increased.” The Rev. Dr. Turner of the St.
Paul Seminary, writing of Thomas -Aquinas,
says his teachings

Aristotle, and thése!

in the Roman Cathal

ek i cHurch whose influence
has ‘been greater than

this illustrious cleric.

. No othér proof may be cited in support of the
: claimof Aristotle to a place among the leaders

: i Of humanity“. Hges
Let this not be misunderstood. There are
thousands and tens of thousands who do not °

" Aristotle was borni in 384,B C.,and died in
322, B:'C. In his 18tk year he went to reside
‘in- Athens, where he becanie a pupil of Plato.

<He later became tutor of Alexanderithe Great -

and when_ that young conqueror set out
upon his famous series of expeditions,
‘Aristotle returned to Athens,
taught in the gardens of the Lyceum.
His practice was to walk up and down
among his pupils,-talking-as he went;, and

. then his school was calledPeripatetic, which

means to walk about. - He then began his inves+
tigations into the whole domain of science, but
his researches were chiefly philosophical not
experimtental. At this period in its history in-
tellectual Greece was in the height of its activ-
ity. Such philosophers as Pythagaras, Socrates
and’ Plato, to mention: the three most conspic-
tous names out of the Scores who devoted their
lives to study, had'developed their various sys-
tems of thought; eachi advancing a little beyond
the other. Their minds:sought to grasp every-
thing. Unlike 'Confucious, Buddha or Zoroas-
ter, whe thought the'supreme power too great
for comprehension; gr Moses,”whose conception

“of the deity was puréely hyman, these Grecian

thinkers sought to establish the nature of what
‘Aristotle called the Prime Mover or the cause-

“lesg Kirst Cause. The Green mind was prepared

for suchinvestigations, which were inaugurated
at a time when the great tragedies were written
and when every citizén was trained in the art
of elocution.
comparable . to. the intellectual activity of
Athens from, let us say, 500 B. C,, to 300 B. C.
During the days when the minds of the people
were concentrated upon the production of
tragedies it is said that more than two score
new productions would be placed before the
citizens of Athens every year, and when we re-
member that the masterpieces, which have
come down to us, in no case received the first
prize, we can form some idea of the general
quality of the work of these early dramatists.
Reference has been made to the culture of elo-
cution, and in passing it may be mentioned that
‘an Athenian felt himself dishonored if he found
himself unable to plead his own case before the
judges, or incapable of taking part in the dis-
cussion of public questions. Out of such a com-
munity and as a sort of intellectual climax came
Aristotle. He has been called the founder of
philosophy, by which we are to understand that
he was the first teacher to divide the demand of
thought into departments.

.1t would be impossible in the space available
here t0 givejeven a resume of the principles laid
down by this extraordinary man, and exceed-

ingly difficult, even in a great space, to present

them in %ﬁ)ular language so as to make easy -
f‘i’.‘

reading. “#One feature.of his philosophy may be

metioned, a feature which seems self-evident
©_enoughité us now, but does not appear to have
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. RETURN OF ULYSSES

The troubles of Ulysses, King of Ithacca
were almost at an end. The long twenty years
of his weary travelling were almost  over.
Through_the instrumentality of gentle ‘Nau-

sica, she who had brought about his release -

from the suffering of the gods, and had seen
him depart from Her father’s kingdom with
secret but poignant sorrow, he was permitted
to.return to.the wife who had been watching
dor him' through the seemingly endless years.

Thus beautifully has Homer described the
heroe’s departure from Phaeacia:

“Therewith goodly Ulysses stept over
the -threshold. - And 'with him the mighty
Alcinous sent forth a henchman to guide him
to.the iswift ship and the sea banks. - And
Arete-sent in his train ‘certain maidens of her
household, ‘one bearing a fresh robe and a
doubtlet, and another she joined to them to
carry the strong coffer, and yet anothér bare
bread.and red wine: Now when they ‘had
come down-te the ship and to the sea, straight-
way-the good men of the escort took these
things and laid them by in the hold ship, even
all the meat and drink.” Then they strewed for

. Ulysses.a rug and a sheet of linen, on the
 -decks -of. theshollow: ship- in the -hinder part

thereof;- that she might sleep sound. Then he
too climbed abroad‘and laid him down in sil-
ence, while they sat upon the benches, every
man in order, and unbound the hawser from
the pierced stone. *So soon as they leant back-

.wards -and-tossed’ the sea water with the oar

blades, a deep sleep fell upon his eyelids, a
sound sleep, very: sweet, and next akin to
death. And even as ona plain a yoke of four
stallions ‘comes springing all togetherbeneath
the lash, leaping high and speedily accomplish-

sing the way, so-leapeth the stern of that ship,

and the dark wave of the sounding sea rushed
mightily in the wake, and she ran ever surely
on her way, ner could a circing hawk keep
pace with her, of winged things the swiftest.
Even thus she lightly sped and cleft the waves
of -the sea,” one that ‘erewhile had suffered
much sorrow of heart, in passing through the
wars of men, and the grievous waves: but for
that time he slept in peace, forgetful of all
that he had suffered.”
And when Ulysses’ ship had reached the
shores of Ithacca, the oarsmen alighted, and
lifting the still. sleeping King, they placed
him wrapped in the sheet of linen ahd the
bright rug upon the sand. And all the rich
and wonderful gifts that Alcinous had shower-
ed upon him, they put near at hand, that he
might -readily find them upon awaking.
Pallas Athene, who had finished thwarting
her favourite, now began to assist him in every
way possible. She threw a mist about him so
that he should remain undiscovered. When
Ulysses roused from sleep he was greatly dis-
tressed to find himself, as he supposed, in
a strange land, for the mist had all familiar
landmarks. He was lamenting his hard fate,

when the goddess appeared to him in the guise .

of a shepherd lad, and after testing his faith-
fulness and his sagacity by a few questions,
disclosed her-identity, and dispersed for a mo-
ment the mist. Ulysses recognizing his sur-
roundings was almost overcome with joy. He
fell to his knees on the ground and “kissed the
earth, the grain-giver, c:and anon he prayed
to the nymphs and lifted up his hands.” _
Meantime Penelope was in a sad plight.
Numerous suitors have been long encamped
in her son’s halls, and have -lately become
uproariously importunate. Penelope had put
them off upon one pretext or another for a
long time.  But at/length she promised them
that she would choose one from among them
when she had finished weaving a winding
sheet for Laertes. All day she sat at her loom
and at night just as diligently she unraveled
her work of the day. Three years went by be-
fore this ruse was discovered, for at the end
of that time one of the waiting-maids explain-
ed the deception to the suitors, Then they
pressed Penelope so hard for an answer that
it almost seemed that she must give way before
their fierce pleadings, and leave that “home
of my wedded years, exceeding fair filled with
all the goods of life, which even in dreams
methinks I shall remember.” b
But Ulysses arrived in time. Disguised in

' and, seeing a well-remembered

‘old dog, Argos, whﬁ%
the threshold, waked fro:
~rushed with mad joy:

and he died at the hero’s feet. i
For a short space Ulysses sat near the hail

door watchirig the suitors come; hearing Pene-

lope’s artful replies to their importunities, and

_seeing them disappointed return to their camp,

Then' he thought the time was ‘ripe to make
himself known. The: ~hand-maid who  had
served him of old was the first 6 whom he dis-
closed himself. She knelt to examine his foot,
: emembered scar, had no
doubt of his identity, and’ wept' tears of joy.
Then she led him to his wife. Bit Penelope,
grown suspicious and fearful in all those long
years, refused to acknowledge him™ at first.
Even after he had taken his great bow and gone
out and slain the suitors, she was still in
doubt. At length when Ulysses weary from
the toils of the day sits at the fire to rest, she
comes to him with gentle questioning. His
replies dissipate all remaining doubt, and she
goes to her lord and puts her arms about him
in an embrace that makes past sorrows all for-
gotten. And so we leave Ulysses, ;
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ANACHRONISTIC * - :
“Was his drama modern and realistic?”
“No,” answered Mrs. Wildwest. “The sec-
ond act takes place six months after the first
and the heroine still has the same’ husband.”

P —

The ship was sinking. A great panic was
imminent. “What shall"we do?” cried the ter-
rified passengers.

“Send for the barber,” remarked the profes-
sional humorist. “He’s the only man on board
who can razor” .

With justifiable rage they hurled him .into
the angry -sea.—Philadelphia Record.

Percival (politely): Chicken croquette,
please, The Waiter lustily)sFowl balll

In a small western town there was an oper- °
ator that stuttered, and a new subscriber call-
ed up one day and said:

7C-c-c-Cenit-t--t-ral, wh-wh-wh-what <t-t-
time i-i-is it?”

Central answered him back like this:

T-i-it i-i-is f-f-five th-th-thirty.” A

The subscriber said, “Jojjust  f-f-or
th-th-that, I am going to h-h-have my ph-ph-
phone t-t-t-taken out.”

The Teacher—“Willie, can you tell what
steam is?’ ;

Willie—"Sure—it’s water gone carzy with
the heat.”—News. '

i

“Did you see the janitor?” « asked Mrs.
Shivvers.

“Yes,” replied her husband. “I told him
that it was as;cold in our flat as at the north
pole.

“What did he say?”

“He merely looked supercilious and asked
for my proofs.”—Washington Star.

““The edge on a razor,” said the garrulous
barber; “improves by laying it aside for a
time.”  “That being the case,” rejoined the
victim in a chair, “T'd advise you to lay
aside the one you are using for about 2,000
years.’’

A newly made magistrate = was gravely
absorbed in a formidable document. Raising
his keen eyes, he said to the -man who stood
patiently awaiting the award of justice.

“Officer, what is this man charged with?”

“Bigotry, your worship. He’s got three
wives.” :

The new J. P. rested his elbows on the
desk and placed his finger tips together. “Of-
ficer,” he said, somewhat sternly, “what is the
use of all this technical classes, and what not?
Please remember, in any future like case, that
a man who has married three wives has not
committed bigotry, but trigonometry. Pro-
ceed.—St. Paul Dispatch.

“Speaking of farms,” a Dakotan said, the
other day, “we have some right sizable farms
out in Dakota. Yes, sir, I’'ve seen a man on
one of our big farms start out in the spring
end plow a straight furrow till fall.. Then
he turned around and harvested back.”

“Wonderful,” said I. .

“On our Dakota farms,” he went on, “it’s
the usual thing to send:young married couples
out to milk the cows. Their children bring
back the milk.™ 5

“Wonderful,” T replied.

“Once,” he said, “I saw a Dakota farmer’s
family prostrated with grief. The women
were weeping, the dogs were barking, the
children were squalling, and . the tears ran
down the farmer’s cheeks as he hitched up his
twenty-mule team and drove off.”

“Where was-he going?”'I asked. -

“He was going half-way" across the farm

- to feed the pigs,” said the Dakotan.

“Did he ever get back?” I asked.
“It isn’t time for him yet.”




