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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.

8eeond Seasion of the Sixth Parlia-
ment.

RIGHTH DAY.
TuurspAY, Feb. 11, 1892.

The spoaker took the Chair aé 2 o'clock.
Prayers by Rev. P. McF., Mucleod.

PETITIONS. . o

M=a. Browx presented a petition from
‘the Sisters of Charity, in Westminster, ask-
img for incorporation,

Mz. Kircuey presented a petition from
John Cross, regarding certain lands in Chil-
liwhaek.

Petitions were read and received, as fol-
lows: From Chas. E. Taylor and others,
opposing private bill re. Nelson Water
Works; from Rs. Rev. J. N. Lemmens, for
a private bill; from 3. G. Mitchell, H. Ab-
bost and others, asking incorporation as the
North Vancouver Electric Company, limit-
ed; from the Westininstez & Vancouver
Tramway Company, limited, oppnsing the
bill to incorporate ‘ The Short Line Tram-
way Compauy"”; and from H. Abbott and
others, secking incorporation as the Colum-
bia & Slocan Railway Company.

GOAL MINES REGULATION ACT.

Mz. Kp1TH introduced a bill to amend
the Coal Mines Regulation Act. Billread a
first time, second reading Tuesday next.

KOOTENAY WATER YWORKS COMPANY.

Mr. KrLuiE introduced a bill to incorpor-
abe the Kootenay Wuter Works company.
Bill read a first time and referred to the
Private Bills committee.

XELSON RLECTRIC LIGHT @O.

Mg, KeLuiE introdaced a bill to incor-
rate the Nelson Electric Light company.
E;Il read a firss time and referred to the
Private Bills eommittee.
ORDER FOR RETURN.

Mgz. KrLuig, seconded by Mr. Brown,
moved for a return showing the area of all
or any porsion or portions of land reserved
by the Government in favor of the Koote-
nay and Celumbia Railway company, to-
gether with maps or plans showing the situ-
ation ef sueh reserves. Carried.

THE GOMPANIES ACT.

Hox. Mr. Davis moved the adoption of
%he repors of the Committes of the Whole
om the Companies Acs. Bill read a third
time and passed.

THE LAND BILh.

Hox. Mx. VeuvxoN moved the second
reading of the bill to amend the Land Act.
He spoke a$ some length in explanation of
she bill and was listened to throughout with
most careful attention. He said that one
of the objects of $he bill now being intro-
dueed was $0 provens large tracts of agri-
eultural land falling into the hands of spec-
wulasors, while at the same time, it was also
intended $o make lands that were now un-
productive, = revenue producing. By
$his - bill,  the sale ‘of unsur-
veyed lands was prohibited, bus at
#he same time all Crown lands might be
pre-empted by settlers ‘whether they were
surveyed or not. He recalled the different
ways of dealing with Government land.
These methods were by pre-emption, by
purchase, by lease ur by license, and in all
of these methods very radical changes were
now proposed. In the first place, the pre-
-emptor musb, under the new bill, occapy
the land himself, - and cannot employ an
-agent to take up the land for him. An-
-other thing was, that now, only 160 acres
could be taken up anywhere in the prov-
inee, whereas, under the®old law, it was
possible to take up 350 «cres on the other
side of the Cuscades. He explained why it
had been deemed necessary by a former
‘Geovernmens %o allow the 360 acre pre-
empéion east of the Cascades, and said that
now this necessity was removed. ‘The Gor-
-ernment was not justified in giving away
more than 160 acres of the people’s land at
the low pre-emption prise of §1 per acre.
"The new bill, too, removed a misander-
standing that existed under the old
law. A settler could take up 160
acres, or he could take: up. 80
aeres, or 40 acres, as the case
might be. A good deal of land was
also unfit for strictly agricultural purposes,
bus was good pastoral land, and on such a
pre-emptor could nos live. Tone Govern-
ment now proposed to deal with such land
a8 this by lease. There was a provision of
a like kind in the old law but it was in-

rative because anyone who took a lease
or land for pastoral purposes was liable to
have the moss valnable of it pre-empted be-
fore his lease was up. The new act pro-
vided that leases counld not be disturbed by
reempbion or purchase as all lands
eased” would be surveyed and all agricul-
tural land would be exempted in the lease.
“®hen as regards timber lands, under the
:mew aot the Government would makeall the
surveys. The new law in this respect was
ymade a good deal the same as the Dominion
Aaw, under which the Dominion Government
were able to derive a good revenue from
their lands. Under the new bill instead
of having isolated surveys all over
she province for the different mill owners,
the Governmens would undertake all the
surveys in regular order, and would thus
gradually acquire a thorough knowledge of
the province. As soon as the surveys were
made, the lands would be offered for com-
petition by auction to the different mill
owners of the province, and to those men
who had given the necessary security that
vhey would build mills. Itmight be argued,
he said, that it would take some time to
make all these surveys, and some time
weuld necessarily intervene before the
‘Governmen$ would be in a position to offer
-any timber lands for sale.  But it must be
remembered that most of the mill owners
now had suffizient timber. lands on hand to
keep their mills going for quite a long time,
and the Government would at any rate be
able to do this surveying work guite as
quickly as any private person. Unfor-
tunately the lumber trade was nowina
very = unsatisfactory cordition, but he
hoped ' this condition  of  affairs
would not last long.. He was sutis-
fied the principle of = the Government
surveying its own lands, was an eminently

roper one, and should  be adopted in this
grovince. both for agricultural and timber
lands. Then, with regard to the purchase
of lands. It would be seen that this would
be limited to lands that had been surveyed
by the Government, and  afterwards put up
for gompetition to the public, at a eale of
-which due notice had been given. Another
t“p&ghe Government proposed to do, was
to. 1
garts of the

province after surveys had
. This, he thought, would be an
i ent on the present system, under
which, it was possible for speculators to
‘secure ql%&nost valuable townsites, Of
-eourse, hé #aid, it was possible that pre-
-emptors migh;; occa.sin;ally get hold of &
pigeerof Jand that would be extremely. valu-
ablen ws(ny townsite. In that . case, he
6%&1}&&3@&@@(1 be no ohjection to the
séthly f:d&;(‘%ag?e berefits that would
20050y (AR, attennihe settler had lived on
tb»hmbfbr;zw‘oryeaﬂ. tlnclf had made the
nedtssaTy” iproverients, if there was any
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5 that this  clause t‘l’: h— tldn
ill was placing a great power in the hands
of the (‘rovernme'nt, bnﬁ‘.”s like power had
been in their hands for a long time past,
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arise from so doing, as, for instance, in a
case where a geeat strike had been made in
o certain district and settlers wanted to buy
land wheréon to Luild their houses, and
unless they would be uble to get a good title
to the land they would mnot be so free to
build. He thought the power should be
left in the hands of the Government, so that
they would not be compelled to wait until
the Legislature met in order to have a sale,
as was suggested by one of the Opposition
prpers which he had seen a few days ago.
The correct principle was that the Govern-
mentshould have the townsites and suburban
property to sell, as it would be ridiculous to
allow settlers to pre-empt land that was
worth on  the market, say $100 per acre,
owing to its proximity to a town.
Under the ;present system, the Government
had power to cut up these lands and sell
them in five or ten acre blocks. As an in-
stance of this, he gave the sale of lands,
last summer, in the vicinity of Vancouver,
and on the shores of Burrarddulet, in what
was known as North Vaacouver. Discre-
tionary power in this matter aust be lefs
in the hands of the Government ‘to sell
such lands, from time to time, by auction,
as occasion required or made .it expedient.
The people need have no fear that this
power would be abused, for the Government
was a responsible ‘Government. Referring
to the questi:n of maps, he said that a great
deal of the time of the officials of the Land
Department wasnowtaken up in making
surveys, plats, etc., there having been no
less than 233,000 acres platted during the
past year, and this must of necessity have
taken up a good deal of the time of the of-
cials. He corrected Hon. Mr. Beaven’s con-
tention of a few days ago, as to
what Government had instituted the
system of selling unsurveyed lands,
and stated that he thought that when the
law was altered in that way, it was a
proper systens. But since then, owing to
changing circumstances, it was necessary to
change the law, for the country in those
days (1873) was vastly different to what it
is now, le remark had been made that it
Wwas a poor time now to stop the sale of un-
surveyed lands, when all, or nearly all, the
good agricultural land had been sold. The
fact was, that there had been some 2,000,000
acres alienated, besides the 11,000,000 acres,
in the 40-mile belt, a.total of say, in round
numbers, 14,000,000 acres, while there
were, according to best information, some
225,000,000 acres of land in the provinca,
and the possibilities of some of it for agri-
cultural purposes were simply unknown.
More especially was this the case with lands
up the northern coast and in the interior,
where, from the most reliuble reports that
could be had, there was, without doubt, the
finest agricultural land in any part of
the province. = The effect of the new system
would be that surveying would go on from
year to year on a regular systematic basis
irrespective of what government was in
power. It was, of course, a matter of
years to acquire the most accurate know-
ledee of the province but, with the larger
staff of surveyors the government would be
able to get'in the field, they would be able
to.do the work much more rapidly than in
the pas. Some 20,000 maps had already
been issued and he hoped before th+ end of
the session that a new map would be
brought down which would contain the
latest. ioformation received by the
government from all sources. The Sur-

veyor General’s report would also be
brought down shortly. It would be the
most comprehensive report yet issued and
would contain most valuable information.

When the present bill went into Committee
of the Whole the governmieut would be
p'eased to accept detail amendments to
ensure the b:st possible operation of it, but
the principles contained in the bill, the gov-

‘ernment were prepared to stand by, and

would carry through. “He invited the
freest criticism from all members of the
House, and said that while not wishing to
vary from the general principles, the gov-
ernment wovld be quite prepared to accept
su.gesti ns from any member of the House
as to detail changes. (Prolonged appliuse).

Tox. Mr. Beavex said that there were
some features in the. bill. which he could
accept, but there were also some features
which he would have to criticize, and criti-
cize severely. < While purporting to prevent
speculation, he believed the bill would bs a
great assistance to land speculators, in per-
mitting them to tie up large tracts of the
public domain. The pre-emption clausesfin'
the new bill were a step in the right direc-
tion. This was alsgethe case with clause
three, which prohibited ' pre-emption of
public lands by agents. %is experience
had been, that the more liberal the land
laws, even as regards the pre-emptor, the
more these same laws had been abused. He
congratulated the Government on having
adopted the principle of refusing to sell un-
surveyed lands. But, while the Ministry
had made a move in the right direction, he
thought they had made a mistake
in taking into their hands so much
and unlimited power, as regards the
sule of unsurveyed lands. He’ believed
the time had come when all public land
should be preserved for the bona fide settler,
and should be preserved, too, under a most
rigid sys em. He thought a new and a
strong land law was necessary, and not a
bill tiukering with the law: all the time.
The system of pastoral leases was wrong,
for it tied up the land. It was impassibie
to tax Crown lands thus locked up. He
thought too much power was being placed
in the hands of the Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works. Hitherto this power
had been in the hands . of the Lieutenant-
Governor-in-Council. Clause 12 of the Bill
he objected to, as it gave the Lieutenant-
Governor-in-Council, what really amounted
to a power to legislate. He was sorry he
was unable to congratulate the Government
on their new Bill. :

Mg. Corrox said that, in many respects,
the  Government had adopted the policy
which had been advocated by the Oppo-
sition, The present land laws were unsatis-
factory, and the Government dared not
amend them, for they had not the courage
of their conviétions. The great bone of con-
tention was whether the Crown lands should
be alienated or not. He thought so long as
the land was so!d, the system would be
abused. There wus no imputation of wrong-
duing on the part of the Chief Commissioner
of Lands and Works, but the system was
bad. The only power he would leave in the
hands of the Chief Commissioner was that
of selling public lands for townsite purposes.
He was glad the Government was to under-
tike the general survey of public lands, and
the House should have no hesitation in vot-
ing a proper sum of money to carry on the
work. - He thought that the land should
only be leased on a system whereby the rent
to be paid should be increased by the Gov-
ernment every ‘five years. He was sure
this scheme would work. He advocated
encouragement to those who took up
wild land and irrigated it. The Govern-
ment should amend the bill in these ways,
and then the members of the Opposition
would accept it.

Hox. Mz. PooLrY said that the principal

and it would not do to take such power out |1
of their hands. Great hardships might.

feature of the bill to prevent the sale of,
unsurveyed lands, and in this he under-
stood the Leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Beaven)agreed. He" rmlhs the various |
changes that had been made in the land
aws from time to time as -the fieeds of ihe
province required. Under the present act/

lands, and in this case the purchaser would
require to pay the (GGovernment 15 cents per.
acre for cost of survey. ‘So fur asthe ques-|
tion of taxing leased Crown lands, he was
of opinion that there would te no difficulty
abous that as though the government could
not sell Crown lands for mnon-payment
of taxes, they could sell out the interest in
the lease held by the lessee. Ho defended
the cou«s of tlie government in placing the
power of dealing with the provisions of the
Land Act, in the hands of the Chief Com-
wissioner of Lands and Works, If the gov-
ernment did not do this there was no use
having a chief commissioner. He congratu-
lated the hon. senior member for Vancouver,
(Mr. Cotton), who was the leader of the In-
dependent party.

Some hon. members: No, no, (laughter).

An hon. member: Hs is the deputy
leader ofthe Opposition, (renewed laughter)

Ho~. MR Poorky continued that he was
glad the hon. senior member for Van-
couver wus pleased with the general pur-
port of this bill, but he took issue with him
(Mcr. Cotton), on some of the principles he
hai advocated. He, (Mr. Pooley), thought
the principle of leasing pastoral land on =
graduated scale would be a very wrong one
to adopt at present, for when a ‘'man leased
his land, fenced it, and mide his small im-
provements in addition to paying his five
cents per acre, that settler was doing
about all that could be expected.
So far as the minor ' ohjec-
tions the hon. senior member for Van-
coaver (Mr. Cotton) had, he (Mr. Pooley)
hoped he would bring up these in committee,
as the Chief Commissioner of Lands and
Works had expressed ' his willingness to ac-
cept any sugyestions that would increase
the utility of the bill.

Mga. Kzrita expressed his  pleasure that
the Goveroment had brought in 'a measure
to amend the land laws, and he hoped that,
after a few years, with amendments in the
right direction being made all the time, the
land laws would be just about what the
people wanted and suitable to the require-
ments of the'country. There were certain
sections in the bill to which exception would
be taken in committee, and there were some
of the clauses he could not agree with; but,
on the whole, he thought the principles
were more or less acceptable.

MR. Crorr denied that he had changed
his views on the matter of leases of pastoral
lands since last session. He had opposed,
and still opposed, the principle of leasing
public lands, and then allowing pre-emp-
tors to come in and cut up and take away
the water-courses and valuable portions of
the leased land.. He was entirely in accord
with the policy set forth in the new bill.

Hon. Mz. RoBson said that he was glad
to see the members of the House in such a
social mood. They were indeed like mem-
bers of a happy family (laughter.) While
the hon. leader of the opposition (Mr. Bea-
ven) and the senior member for Vancouver
(Mr. Cotton) had disagreed on some of the
details of the Land bill, he was glad to see
that ihey supporved what were substan-
tially the principles of it. The 'supreme
principles of the new Government measure
wers to do away entirely - with the sale of
uasurvéyed lands: and practically to cease
selling surveyed lands. He was quite
aware that section five of the bill had
frightened some of the hon. members of the
House. They seemed to think thatall sorts
of things would be done under that section.
The same power had, however, been ia the
hands of the Government under the old act
and it had not been abused.: .It was neces-
sary for the Government to have discretion-
ary power, and the question for mem-
bers of the House to ask  them-
selves was  whether. this  power
had been abused in the past ornot. The
real “power placed in the hands of the
Goverument uuder the new bill was to
place on the market for sile townsite anl
suburban property which might be of greit
value, and no one would suggest that the
Government should be ticd down to the
pre-emption price of $1 per acre for lands
that were well worth argreat deal more, say
$.00 an acre at leust,  An instancs of the
value of that power heing in the hands of
the Government was in the. case of Burra:d
Inlet property, which divided up by the
Government into five and ten aere blocks
sold at from $20 to $200 per acre. Surely
it was not proposed to place such restric-
tions on the Government as would prevent
them taking advautage of an opportunity
to sell crown land inthis way. The sales
of land last summer near the city of Van-
couver had realized something like $70,000,
while that in north Vancouver, on the
shores of Burrard Inlet, had bronght in
from $60,000 to $70,000.  Another thing,
too, was that by the Governmeut eutting
up land like this . into five and
ten acre  blocks, = people were en-
couraged to go into fruit growing,
vegetable farming, etc., for even now it was
an uofortunate fact that more or less of the
vegetables used in some of the ecities of the
province had to be. brought in frem a
foreign country. He thought that, if
necessary, the Chief Commissioner would
not object to a minimum price being. placed
on the land, say $5 per acre, under which
price no land could be sold. He thought
if this was done, some of the hon. gentle-
men opposite .would sleep more soundly.
(Laughter.) They seemed, by their re-
marks, to show that they went on the pria-
ciple that the Government was eomposed of
a set of rogues, who would abuse any power
p'aced in their hands. He thought they
had no right to have any such idei. He
defied any hon. gentleman in the House to
assert that, at any time, or in any case, the
Government had ever abused ‘the power
they had in their hands. The Oppeosition
need not have any fear about the cost of
surveying the wild lands by the Govern-
ment mot_coming back to the Proviucial
Treasury when the land was sold. The
pricc of $5 per acre placed upin this
land, would prevent its sale for less than
the 15 cents per acre it cost to survey it.
Regarding the coatention of the hon. leader
of the Opposition, that the Bill was not
sufficiently elaborate, he said that it would
be found the Bill was sufficiently complete,
and covered everything that was necessary,
and any matter of detail caleu'ated to make
the Bill more workable, could be added in
committee. It had been stuted that the
policy of the Government had been changed
since last year. . Well, this was & respon-
sible Government, and, under responsible
Government, the adn.inistration ceuld not
2o any further than” the people were pre-
pared to go. Last year an amendment of
his (Mr. Robson’s) that would have, to a
certain extent, done away with the evils of
speculation in land, bad ' been voted down
by the House, and that action shewed that
the Housq was not then prepared to go as
far as it was mow. A stringent land
policy, he had always been in favor of, and
would not be satisfied nntil the law was in
such shape as wonld keep all from speculat-
ing in Government lands, which should al-
ways be kept for the people. (Applause).

Mz Browx spoke briefly on the question,

no lands would be sold except surveyed |t

act in force, and there was 1o reason to be.
lieve the present Government would not ses
that the people got this as soon as You{’blo.
He thought the actual  settler should have
3ll possible information, and that_ioforma-

open to the public.. Hs would have more
to say in committee about some of the de-
tails of the bill to which he objected. ;

Mz. HUNTER thought that no aspersion
should be cast on _ any one who shoold find
it necessary to change his opinion when
there was good cause for it. For his own

t, he .was supporting a measure, the
Land Bill, which 'he thought was exactly
what was adapted to the requirements of
the country. So far as the arguments, that
the Government should not have discretion.
ary powers, wete concerned, he thought
that talk of that kind was simply absurd.
The principle adopted by the Giovirnment
was that no agricultural land should be sold
under any circumstances, and he thonght
that this was'a principle which would be
accepted by every ‘member of the House.
The cry was absurd that there was no more
agricultural land. Thge very best part of it
was yet open for pre-emption.

Mz. K1toHEY thoughit that section five of
the new biil was quite unnecessary.  He
wanted to see the sale of lands completely
done away-with except the sale of townsite’
and suburban properties. ' When the House
went into committee on the bill he would
propose some amendments. One of these
was that pre-emptors should be allowed six
months leave of absence from their claime.
There should be a -head tax put on stock
running on Crown lands. He would also go
into the measuring of logs in eommittee of
the whole, taking the qu-stion up in detail
and showing why a government scaler shoul
be appointed.

HoN. Mg. ToRNER congratulated mem-
bers of Opposition and Ind pendents on
their moderate tone on the bill. They
were, he said, almost its most ardent sup-
porters and there was no doubt the bill
would go through almost unaniniously. ' He
corrected the Hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the statement. that he (Mr. Turner)
had, last session, oppos d the leasing of
Crown land, and expliined where the mis-
understanding had arisen. He objected
to the leasing system as opposed to
agricultural land, but thought it a good plan
to adopt with pasioral land, which would
otherwise remain unproductiye of revenue.
He thought that there must be discretion-
ary power in the hands of the Government
to pass such rules and regulations us
they thought fit, and as were not at vari-
ance with the statute.

Mz. SmitH said he hoped when the
House went into committee of the whole,
the Government would very rigidly guard
against accepting or introducing any more
strict or more rigid laws to 'govern the pre-
emption of land by settlers. He said that
a good many members did notfully realize the
real position of the actual settler, or if they
did they would be less willing to hamper
him.

Mr. HALn thought it was a matter of
surprise that the debate had been in pro-
gress 50 long without anyone having noticed
that there was one thing lacking, viz: that
no provision was made 1n the bill for giving
away free, without money and without
price, land to those who will recluim it. He
thought this should be done. The man who
had backbone enough to tackle a  hemlock
forest ought to get his land for nothing.

Dr. MILNE also spoke.

Mgr. Sworp said he objected to section
five of the biil, and would oppose it in com-
mittee.

The second reading was carried without a
division.

VICTORIA MUNICIPAL ELECTION.

The rules were, by request, suspended to
permit the introduction of a bill (Hon. Mr.
Davie) to remove doubts as to_the legality
of the Victoria Muunicipal election. Bill
introduced and read a ficst time; secoud
reading to-morrow.

The House adjourped at 5:40 p. m.

NOTICES' OF MOTION.

Hox. MR. Davie— To amend the Provin-
cial Coat of Arms Bill.

Hoy. Mr. Davie —To amend the Magis-
trates Amendment Bill.

Mge. Swokp, on Monday next—To move
for a retura showing the particulars of all
lumber leases at present in existence, viz.,
the location, area, holders, terms, date of
granting, and duration.

Mx. KELLIE—To move on Monday next,
that a select committee, composed of
Messrs. Rogers, Stoddart, Hunter, Cotton,
and the mover, bs appointed, for the pur-
pose of enquiring into all the circumstances
connected with the application, by Mr.
James McCauley, for a homestead on the
Columbia river, ata ‘point now known as
the townsite of Farwell; also into all the
circumstances connected with the sale of
about 1,100 acres of land (forming part of
what is now the townsite of Revelstoke) by
the Provincial Govérnment, to Mr. A. 8.
Farwell; also into all matters connected
with the refusal, by the Registrar-General
of Titles, to register the titles of deeds of

 persons holdiog land in the townsite of

Revelstoke, with power to call for persons
and papers, and to examine witnesses in
connection therewith, and to report to this
House.

QUESTIONS.

Mgz. Sworp—On Monday next, to ask the
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works :
(1.); What amount of deposits made on appli-
cations to purchase lands have been forfeited
since Feb. 25, 1891, by the applicants failing
to complete their purchases? (2.); Have
their deposits of 10 cents per acre been re-
turned to any applicants ? If so, to whom,
what amount, and under what circum-
stances ?

NINTH DAY.
Fripay, Feb. 12, 1892,

The speaker took the chair at. 2 o'clock.
Prayers by Rev."P. McLeod.
PETITIONS.

Mgz. STODDART presented a petition from
H. P. MeCruney, and others, praying for
incorporation as the Twin City Ruilway
Company. 3

The following petitions were read and
received, viz.: Firom ‘Sister Rodrigue, and
others, to incorporate the Sisters of Charity
of Providence; trom John Cross, of Chilli-
whack, re land claim; and from the City of
Victoria, for a bill to raise money, by wuay
of a loan, on city debentures, and to remove
existing doubts as to certain actions of the
City Council during previous years, and for
other purposes.

PUBLIC SCHOOL ACT.

Hox. MR, RoBSON, introduced a bill to’
amend the Public Scheol Act. Bill read a
first. time, secoud reading next sitting of
the House.

THE MAGISTRATES' ACT.

- On the motion to adopt the report of the
Commitsee of the Whole on the Magis-
trates’ Amendment Bill,

Hox. MR Davie moved to amend the
bill, so as to permit » magistrate to have
jurisdiction in two or more counties.

Amendment adopted ; bill read a third
time and passed.

COAT OF ARMS BILL.

saying he was anxious to see the ‘best land

-
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On the motion to adopt the report of the

1
tion received from all surweys should e’

‘committee of the whole on the Coat of
Arms Bill, :

Ho¥. MR. DAVIE moved an amendment,
giving ‘His Honor the Lieut: Governor
‘power to suspend the operation of the act,
in certain cases and for cuuse, for & period
not to exceed one year,

Amendment adopted ; bill read a third
time and passed. .

THE LAND ACT.

The House went into committée of the
whole on the Land Aect Amendment Bill,
Mr. Forster in the chair.

Mz. KitcHEN moved to amend section
five of the Laud Act, so as to permit. set-
tlers to leave their pre-emptions for \six
months each year, instead of fortwomonths
a8 at present, {

HoN. M DavIE explained the objections
-to the umendment, on the ground that it
wou'd tend to encourage speculation.

Hox. Mr. VERNGN objected to _the prin-
ciple of the amendment.  He said that the
very obj:ct of the pre-emption sct was to
keep the settlers on their claims. There
wag already too much ' speculation in pre-
emption claims, and the legislation ‘8hou'd
rather tend to reducs the chances for
speculation than to increase them.

Mg. BrowN stpported the amendment.
He thooght the scttlers should be allowed
every latitude.

Hox. Mr. RoB0xN said he fully realized
the necessity of allowing the genuine actuul
settler to be away from his claim for six
months during the year, But it must be
remembered that the pre-emptors were not
always the actual settlers. Recent legis-
lation had increased -the temptation to
speculate in lands for pre-emption. Lind
could not. now be bought at all and no ene
could get it except by pre-emption. Such
an amendment, therefre, as the. one pro-
posed wonld simply open the  door to
specu'ation in pre-emptions, To ullow pre-
emptors to be away from their claims for
six months as a matter of right, would be to
give the speculator the best of the bargain
to the advantage of the actual settler.

Mz KrtcHeN said that after hearing the
remarks of the honorable Premier he ‘was
willing to withdraw his amendment.

MR. KELLIE said that' some honorable
members on the Government bénches were
now very anxious to stop speculation in
lands, when they had themselves b:ien
amongst the biggest speculators in the
province,

How~. MR. RoBSON rose to a question of
privilege. He said thdt there seemed to be
a disposition, a growing disposition, amongst
certain members on ¢he Opposition side of
the House to introduce very unseemly insin-
uations during the course of the debates of
the House. This was especially the case
when honorable members opposite insinuat-
ed that honorable members of the Govern-
ment were themselves amongst the biggest
land speculators in the country. He thought
that when such charges were made they
should be accompanied by names and the
specific charges mentioncd. He (Mr. Rob-
son) would have honorable gentlemen oppo-
site understand that he would have no such
insinuations made; he hurled them back at
them for they were not in a position either
to make any specific charges or to maintain
or establish the truth of such insinuations.
This method of debate adopted by the hon-
orable member for West Kootenay (Mr.
Kellie) was a most contemptible method,
and he (Mr. Kellie) was not the first honor-
able gentleman on that side of the House
to introduce it either. He (Mr. Robson)
challenged any hon. member of the House
to make any charges. For his own part, he
had never speculated in any way in Crown
lands. It was true he had bought land
from' private parties, and he had paid for it,
too, and no hon. member of the House had
any right or canse to tannt him for what he
had done. He chal'enged any hon. member
to make good the cowardly inuendos they
were making. (Applause.)

MR. HUNTER al<o rose to a question of
privilege. . He said he would bave the hon,
member for West Kootenay (Mr. Kellic)
understand that there. were mien in this
House who had eurveyed almost the pro-
vince before he (Mr.. Kellie) knew there
was such a place. - He (Mr. Kellie) was yet
a tenderfoot in the provinee, There were
men in this Honse whe had acquired a
thorough knowledge of PBritish Clumbia
before he (Mr. Relli¢) knew a gold lead
from a pot hole. (Laughter.)

" ]Ou the discussion of section five of the
Sl

Mg. BrRowN ohjected to the power, he
said, the government were now taking in
their hands to sell public lands by auction.
He thonght they might have power to sell
town site or suburban lunds or lands that
have become specially valuable, but no more.

HoN. MR. VERNON replied that the power
now in the hands of the government was
just the same as was asked for under the
new bill. ' There was no reason for making
any special provisions in the new bill except
to make the new bill uniform.

Mr HuNTER wanted the hon. member
for Westminster to define what towr site
or suburban property was or how he would
de‘ﬁue lands that had become specially-valu-
able.

Mz. KrrcHEN moved te strike out sec-
tion five and to repeal section five of the
“Land Amendment Act 1891.”

Ho~. Mr. VERNON said he could not see
any reason for cutting: up the bill in that
way. < 'The principle for which - the hon-
members were contendiuog was exactly the
one the government had already adopted.
After rome discussion by Mr. Cotton, Mr.
Booth and Mr. Kitchen, )
Ho~. MR. BeAvEN continued the debate.
He believed the Govermment should have
no power to sell agricultural, or pastoral, or
timber, or mineral lands. He thought that
the carrying of the amendment would place
temptation out of the hunds of the Govern-
ment,

Messrs. Hall, Keith and Semlin spoke.
Hon. MR RoBsox said that he could not
understand why the hen. gent'emen oppo-
site should procced on the basis of belief-
that the Government bad the intention of
selling millions of aeves of public lands.
Such a course would be simply suicidal, for

the Government was responsible to popalar
| opinion, at all times, for its actions. - It

would be a very difiienlt matter to say what
lands of especial value would mean, and the
question of what such lands were, should
aund couldionly be determined by the Chief
Comanissioner,

Further discussion followed, the amend-
ment being finally voted down, Clause five
was then cariied.

A comsideralble discussion followed on
section 6, regurding the lease of timber
limits. Thisdiscussion was still in. progress
when the commi! tee rose, r«ported progress
and a:ked leave to sit again.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS PRIVATE.

Mg. KrrcHEN enquired whas the rules of
the House were with regard to meetings of
committees of the House, whether or not
they were dpen to the publie ?

MR SpeAKER replied. that, according to
May, no meetings of any committee of the
House were open to rep.réers except by ex-
press permiesion of the House, In 1882
meetings of a Select committee had been
allowed by the House to be open, butin
1883 the House had. refused to allow re-
porters to be present at meetings of another
committee. ‘I'he only way in which com-

mittee meetings- could be opened for re.

porters would be by special permissior of
the House.

Hox, MR. BeaveN said it would be s
great pity to exclude the press. If the
newspapers were enterprising enough to
wish to have reportsof the meetings of
committees, such landable enterprise should
be encouraged.

Mge. Speaker advised the hon. member
for Westminster district to put a notice of
motion on the order paper, and Lring the
matter up in the regular way.

The House adjourned at 5:35 o’clock.

SCHOOL ACT AMENDMENT.

The New Bill Introduced in the As-
sembly, Yesterday, by the
= Premier.

All School Trustees are to be Elected
by the Ratepayers—Full Text
of the Bill,

Following is the full text of the bill to
amend the Puablic School Act of 1891, in-
troduced in the Provincial Legislature, yes-
terday, by Hon. Mr. Robson. The bill was

has been placed for the next sitting of the
House. The bill reads as follows:

1. This Act may be cited as the *Pub-
lic School Act Amendment Act, 1892.”

2. Sub-sections (1) and (2) of section 15
of the ‘“ Public School Act, 1891,” are here-
by repealed, and the following sub-sections
substituted therefor :

““{l.) The person receiving the largest
number of votes shall continue in office un-
til the next ensuing annual school meeting
after his election and for two years there-
after, reckoning therefrom, and from that
time onward until his successor shall have
been elected :

*(2.) The person receiving the next
largest number of votes shall continue in of-
fice until the next ensuing annual school
meeting after his election and for one year
thereafter, reckoning therefrom, and from
that time onwurd until his successor shall
have been elected.” )

3. Sections 4 to 12 of this Act shall come
into operation in each of the cities to which
it applies at the next general Municipal
Election held in said cities respectively, und
uutil the Board elected wnder the provi-
sions hereof is duly constituted the present
boards shall contiuue to exist and perform
their functions as heretotore.

4. Sections 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27 and 28
of the * Public S:hool Act, 1891,” are here-
by repealed.

5 The Board of Trustees for each City
School District shall be elected annually by
the votes of electors duly qualified to vote
for a Mayor, as provided Ly section 33 of
the ‘‘ Municipal Act, 1881,” or by any other
law for the tume being in force and regu.
lating the election of the Muyor in such
cities respectively.

Each voter shall be entitled to seven
votes for members of the Board of Trustees,
and such votes shall be cast at the polling
place ut which the voter is entitled to casv
his vote for Mayor.

7. ''he nomination and election of the
Board of Trustees shall be held at the same
time and place, and ‘by the samne Returning
Otlicer or Officers, and conducted in the
same mabner as the municipal nomination
and election for Muyor would be conducted,
and the provisions of the *‘ Municipal Act,
1891,” and any amendments thereto, or of
the special Act or Acts of Imcorporation of
the respective cities, and amendments, re-
specting the time for opening and closing
the poll, the mode of voting, corrupt or
improper practices, vacancies, and declara-
tious of Office or of chullenged voters, shall,
as nesrly as way be, apply to the election
of Boards of School' I'rustees.

8. The seven candidutes receiving the

highest nuinber of voters shall be declared

elected to secrve uatil their successors shall

have been elected.

9. Any person being a male householder
or freeholder in the Nchool District of the
full age of twenty-one yearsyand otherwise
qualified by this act to vote at an election
of School Trustees in the said School Dis-
trict, shall be eligible $o be elected or to
serve as a School Trastee in a School Dis-
trict.

10. In case of any vacancy in the office of
Trustee of any Pabiic School Board arising
from apny cause, the remaining Trustees
shall forthwith take steps to hold a new
election to fill the vacancy so created, and
the person thereupon elected shall hold his
seat for the residue of: the term for which
his predecessor was elected, or for which the
office is filled.

11. . The new election shall be conducted

in the same manner, aad be subject to the
same provisions, as an annual election, and
the Public S8chool{Board shall name a Re-
turning - Officer to act at such election, who
shall give at least six days’ notice of the
nomination of candidates, and in case a poll
be demandedithe election shall be held on
the third. day following the day of said
nomination, unless such day is a Sunday or
statutory. holiday, in which case the election
shall be held.on the next lawfal day after
such Sunday or holiday. " - :

12, The Board of Trustees shall meet at
least once in: each. and every month, and
four. members. (including the Chairman),
shall constitute a quorum.

13. Section. 29, of the ‘‘ Public School.
Act, 1801,” is hereby amended by adding

at the end of said section the following;
words ;. “‘appointed by resolution of sucn

Council:for that p: se.”

14. It shall be lawtul for the-Lieutenant-

Governor in Council to convey from time to.
time such Schoel lands within. a Munici-

pulity, or portions thereof, as 'he thinks fit,,
to the Corporation of such Municipality in

trust for Nchool purposes an.t the conduct-

ing of Public Schools in aecordance with

the law for the time being in force, and.
subject to such Tarther trusts, conditions,,
and restrictions a8 may frem time o time

be determined by Order in Council.

15, Section 31 of the ** Public School

Act, 1891,” is hereby repealed and the fol-

lowing section substituted therefor :—

¢34, The Board of Trustees shall, on or
before the thirty-fiist day of Junuary in
each year, cause to be prepared and laid
before the City Council a detailed estimate
of the sums required by the bourd for the
purposed menticned in the preccding sec-
tion, or for any other lawful purposegp with-
in their jurisdiction. Such estimates shall
be subject to the consideration, ulteration
and final approval-of the ceuncil, and upon
such approval the proceedings authorized
by section 32, and all proc.edings subse-
quent thereto, shall be taken in due order.

16. Section 35 is hereby amwended by ad-
ding thereto the following words: It
shall not be lawful for the Board of School
Trustees to incur any liability beyond the
amount ‘shewn - by such account to be as
their disposal.”

‘Flannelettes.

New th's week. Latest patterns, lowest
prices, at The White House.

8w HeNrY Youne & Co.

A!L’fl:"' . N\ 8
ONE ENJOYS
Both the method and results when
Syrup of Figs is taken; it is pleasant
and refreshing to the taste, and acts
gently yet promptly on the Kidneys,
Liver and Bowels, cleanses the 8ys-
tem effectually, dispels colds, head-
aches and fevers and cures habitugal
constipation permanently, "

read a first time, and the second reading | For sale in 75c. Bottles by ali Druggists,

CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP O, -

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL,
LOUISVILLE, KY. NEV/ YORK, N.Y.
ja20-tts-d&w *

HORTGAGEESALE

W. R. Clarks, Auctioneer.

Under instructions from the mortoagee, I will
sell by puhlic auction at the sale-
room, No. 40 Yates st.

—ON—

MONDAY, THE 28b OF MARCH

AT NOON,

All that piece or parcel of land sitwated in
Comox District, British Columbia, said to con-
tain 160 acres, more or less, ard rwmbered 67
on the official map of the said districs; and,
also, that parcel or lot.of land situated in said
distriot saii to contain 16) acres of land, more
or less, and numberdld as section 66 on the
official map of said district.
For further particulars apply to the auc-
tioneer,
W. R. CLARKE,
Auetioneer.

CLEAN SEED OATS.

THFI American Banner Oat. which yields
from 80 to 100 bushels per acre. for sile by
A. C. WELLS

folim w

w-fel2-7t d-mav18 td

Chilliwhack, B.C.

THE VERY BEST

SEEDS

AT LOWEST RATES.

v e 8

Business Established 40 ear

@ Our Descriptive and Priced Catalegme of. i
8 GENUINE GARDEN and FIoLD SEEDS P
¢ isnow readyand will be mailed free to all

§l applicants and to customers . f lass year &
M wichout solicttation. - 3 ’

MARKET GARDENERS

#1 Who have once used our Selected Seeds
¥ will not use any other. Send orders to )

{
§

With a Hoe, SOW FERRY'S SEEDS and
nature will do the rest.
Seeds largely d ine the har 1
rlant the best—FERRY’S.
A. book full of information about Gardens—fiow
and'what to raise,etc., sent free to all who ask
i Ask to-day.

WINDSOR,
O:

>

jals.-w-13t

INVERTAVISH NURSERY.

G. A. McTAVISH, Proprietor.
‘  _IF YOU WANT—

Seeds, Plants, Shrubs, Trees

Or any other Garden Requisites, send
for my Catalogue.

ave the LARGEST and MOST COMPLETR
ESTABLISHMENT on the 4
Pacific Coass,

HEALTHY PLANTS,
FRESH SEEDS,
FINE TRERS.
Everything of the Best, Remember the Add-ess,
G. A. McTAVISH,
13-w  Invertavish Nursery, Victeria, B.C.
‘When I \
disease ITS, EPILEP.
Eagl:l F“'X%Ln%g‘ m&%‘: life-long undyli I warrang
my remedy, to cure $he worst cases. Beezuse others have
(nrled is no reason for mot now recel a eure. Send n:
:ﬁ:ﬂ‘w 81" Exm.gg and POST-QFFICE.“’
&. ROOT, M. C., 186 ADELAIDE ST.
EST, TORONTO, ONT.
sel8-ly-w

OTICE is hereby given that 60 days Qtter
N date I intend toapp'y t the Chief Com-
mrission«r of Lands and Werks to purchase 160
acres of land, more or less. sitvated in Renfrew
District, ani bounded as follows: Commencing
at astake on the north east correr of section
17, thence running in a southerly direction 43
chains to the stake marking the south east
corner of said section thenc= easterly 40 haina
more or less, to a stakeon the wett b undary
of section 36, thence northerly to the coast,
thence westerly to place of commencement,
following the coast. Capies of this notice have
been posted in accordance with the Land Act.

JNO. NICHOLLFS.
Victoria, B, C., 31st Dec., 1891 jal'w
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