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A LONDONER OUT WEST.
Interesting Visit to an 

perimental Farm.
Ex

Fruit Culture on the Greet Western 
Plains.

Government Asylum That Has No 
Inmates !

Co the Editor of the ADVERTISER:
In my wanderings to and fro in this land 
wheat fields, of rains and frosts, with 

any eye steadfastly bent toward the Rockies 
the ocean beyond, I have reached 

puoosomin, the chief town of Eastern 
Aissinbiola, and have shaken the Manitoba 
mud from my feet, or attempted so to do, 
and few get beyond the attempt, not, how- 
ever, as a testimony against them, but 
because both business and inclination call 
me westward. Before bidding good-bye to 
to the Prairie Province permit me to say 
a few words in reference to the general 
sharseter and outline of the country, a sub- 

I have not touched upon in my former

A grassy plain, stretching as far as the 
eye can see, unrelieved by tree or shrub, 
valley or mountain height, is not descrip- 
live of Manitoba, however much we may 
read and talk of the broad and boundless 
prairie, and to one who has thought of the 
country as being a smooth monotony, the 
variety and beauty of the landscape scenery 

a pleasing revelation. It is quite true 
that the land is not by any menus 
all hills and valleys, nor is it densely cov. 
ered with trees and shrubs. From Win- 
nipeg to Portage la Prairie, a distance of 
56 miles west, or from Winnipeg past Mor- 
ris, a distance (of 60 miles south, and for 
miles in various other parts of the country 
you can gaze into the distance, and scarcely 
a tree or shrub and not the slightest ele­
vation will intercept the view; the eye 
sees nothing save the level prairie and the 
blue sky above. But past Portage, up the 
Manitoba and Northwestern Railway to 
Birtle, or on the main line west past 
Brandon, or, if it please you better, along 
the Manitoba and Southwestern Railway 
past Morden, mountains are seen in the 
distance, the prairie is rolling, often rising 
to abrupt heights and descending into deep 
ravines, many of which are threaded with 
sparkling streams, their banks covered 
with trees and shrubs. This is specially 
true of the country along the Manitoba and 
Northwestern Railway.

Brandon, a town of between 4,000 and 
5,000 inhabitants, is pleasantly situated on 
the southern bank of the Assiniboine, 
where nine or ten years ago an unsettled 
prairie would have met the traveler's eye. 
Next to Winnipeg it is the largest and 
most prosperous town in the Province. Sur- 
rounded by a magnificent farming country 
and possessing exceptional railway facili­
ties, t is sure in the near future to become 

. a town of very considerable importance. 
• Its citizens are enterprising, energetic and 

ambitious, so ambitious that they boast and 
apparently hope some day to rival Winni­
peg. They claim, and with some truth, 
that Brandon possesses many natural ad­
vantages all important to the building up 
of a successful city which Winnipeg does 
not enjoy. On behalf of Winnipeg, how­
ever, let it be said, its citizens are not the 
least disturbed at their younger rival's 
prospects, and are confident that their city 
must ever increasingly be, as it now is, the 
metropolis of the Northwest.

On the opposite and northern bank of the 
Assiniboine, slightly to the east of the cen­
tral part of the town, is situated the new 
Provincial Home for Incurables. The build- 
Ing, a large, commodious brick structure, is 
erected just on the crest of the hill over­
looking the river and town. The Govern­
ment could not have selected a more pleas- 
ant location for such an institution. When 
there a short time ago I took occasion to 
ask one of the attendants how many people 
they bad in the institution. He replied, 
"Eight, but the governor (the Hon. J. W. 
Sifton) is sick." I explained to him that 
I did not mean officers or at­
tendants, but patients. He appeared as­
tonished that I should ask such a 
question and replied, ‘None, and never had 
any,” and I thought to myself truly what a 
bénéficiant Government they must have to 
find employment for this many officers in a 
task so arduous. It is at least a matter for 
congratulation that their climate is so 
healthful and invigorating they have no 
incurables.

A short distance to the west, also over­
looking the river aud town, and as 
pleasantly situated, is the Dominion Ex­
perimental Farm for the Province of Mani- 
soba, under the management of Mr. Bed­
ford, a genial, affable gentleman, possibly 
85 years of age, who thoroughly under- 
stands his business, and is always pleased 
to show visitors the farm and explain mat­
ters of interest to them. The choice of 
location was most fortunate. In the 
800 acres of which the farm consists 
they have both high land and meadow 
land, rolling and level prairie, and 
possessing the additional advantage 
of a considerable portion of it being scrubby, 
thus giving them that variety of soil essen­
tial to successful experimenting applicable 
to the varied needs of the Province. In a 
country like Manitoba, subject as it 
certainly is in some years to drought and 
others to frost, it is a most important 
matter which grains best combine, the 
largest yield, and of wheat, the flour- 
producing qualities, with hardiness and early 
maturity, and on what kind of soil the 
respective crops can most profitably be 
grown. These and numberless other ones 
tione that might be suggested are all of 
vital importance to successful farming in 
this country, and are questions the solution 
of which no individual farmer can afford to 
attempt. Of the many departments, all of 
which are interesting, the one that specially 
attracted my attention was that of 
fruit culture. I will confess to a great fond­
ness for fruit, and its scarcity in this 
country is more than noticeable. A fruit 
vendor would almost look aghast were you 
to ask for a peck of apples; they are always 
sold by the pound. Four good-sized apples 
will easily make a pound, and at the pres­
ent time you can purchase this extensive 
quantity of fruit for 10 cents. The 
merchants claim they can tell, without the 
least difficulty, whether a customer is an 
inhabitant or a new arrival, and in no case 
perhaps more easily than should the 
customer wish to purchase fruit, as the 
following incident will show: While I was 
in Brandon a short time ago a gentleman 
walked into a fruit store and asked for 5 
cents worth of peaches. The merchant 
made answer, “We do not divide them in 
this country." The man looked puzzled 
and said, “Beg your pardon, sir, what did 
you say ?" Again the reply came, “Wo do 
not divide them in this country.” The cus- 
tomer catching at least a faint glimmer 
of the merchant’s meaning, stammered out: 
•‘Why, what do you mean? What is the 
price, anyway ?" “Ten cents each; three 
for 25 cents,” was the answer, and the 
would-be purchaser decided that he would 
not be a buyer and started for the door, 
but just before going out he turned on his 
heel and said: “Well, can you sell me 5 
sents’ worth of apples, then?” “No," came the chillins reniv, "We don't sell anything
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less than a quarter's worth here," and 
crestfallen, and I suppose disgusted, the 1 
man left the store as the merchant re­
marked "He's from Ontario.”

Hitherto the climate of this country has 
been considered too severe and th* season 
between the spring and autumn frosts too 
short for successful fruit growing, but if 
what 1 saw at the Experimental Farm in 
any criterion of the possibilities of the 
country that idea, in a measure at least, 
will soon be a thing of the past. Take the 
whole range of email fruit*—strawberries, 
raspberries, blackberries, currants and 
gooseberries—the success attained in 
their cultivation has been remarkable. 
As I walked up and down the various rows 
and noted the different varieties 1 could not 
but express astonishment at the very 
luxuriance of the growth. In the autumn 
we expect the leaves to gradually shrivel 
up and fade, but never in the springtime 
did I see a growth more vigorous and 
healthy. I am safe in saying as vigorous 
and healthy as I saw on this experimental 
farm about a month ago. On the raspberry 
bushes there were still some large, luscious 
berries, and 1 did myself the pleasure of 
eating a few. The assistant manager in­
formed me that the bush had been 
bearing almost continuously since ber- 
ries came in. Of course some of 
the varieties stand the climate better 
than the others and the experiments are, 
among other things, to ascertain these 
varieties. In grapes they bad not been 
nearly so successful, and the experiments 
so far would seem to show that the climate 
is too vigorous for their profitable cultiva­
tion, but as the farm has only been in 
operation two or three years there is no 
telling what the future may bring forth. 
In apples, possibly the most important ex- 
periments, considering the position apples 
occupy in the fruit market, are being made. 
Of our Canadian varieties some were tried, 
others looked delicate, last winter’s 
severe frost having been almost too 
much for them, and it is possible 
their cultivation iu Manitoba will 
always be an experiment. With the 
Russian varieties it was quite different. 
The trees looked strong and healthy, the 
foliage was a clear, deep green, and the 
prospect of their successful maturity ap­
peared the brightest. They are also trying 
the experiment of growing from the seed, 
trusting that the plants, like the people, 
will become acclimatized, or more correctly 
speaking, be indigenous to the soil, and 
like the people, will be able to withstand 
the cold. No true Manitobian ever feels 
the cold; to him the winters are all mild. 
Should either of these experiments prove 
successful, it will certainly be a great boon 
to this country. Yours truly,

N. W. ROWELL.
Moosomin, N.W.T., Nov. 1.

HOTCH-POTCH.
James Keith, of Caldwell, Tex., is said 

to be the proud possessor of a board seven 
feet long. He has declined to go into the 
show business.

It is reported that when a certain mem­
ber of the Ohio Assembly wanted to em- 
phasize his action in supporting a certain 
measure, he responded to the roll call: “I 
vote aye, with a big E."

Sammy Brazleton, a bear trapper of 
Trafton, Cal., was caught in one of his own 
box traps, and was in a fair way to starve 
to death, when Postmaster Esterbrook 
happened along. The postmaster opened 
the lock box and gave him a free delivery.

A dental scientist is quoted as authority 
for the statement that caries—decay—of 
the teeth is due to a contagious germ and 
can be easily contracted by kissing. It is 
painful to reflect how recklessly some per- 
sons will expose themselves to danger, even 
after full warning.

The Marquis of Hartington, who, it is an­
nounced, is to marry the widowed Duchess 
of Manchester in the spring, cannot be 
suspected of fortune hunting, for she for­
feits the property left lier by the Duke, 
under clauses in his will revoking all Le- 
quests to her unless she remained a widow.

Dr. Sage says: Worry kills more than 
work. The appetite for millions keeps a 
man on the. keen jump and knocks his 
tissues into a cocked hat. By the time he 
gets all he wants he finds out that he 
doesn’t know what he does want, and so 
tumbles into apoplexy aud gives bis im­
patient heirs a chance.

People who “change their minds" can 
now justify their apparent inconsistencies 
on the authority of a German histologist, 
who has calculated that the human brain 
contains 300,000,000 nerve cells, 5,000,000 
of which die and are succeeded by new ones 
every day. At this rate we get au entirely 
new brain every 60 days.

Mothers
Castoria is recommended by physicians 

for children teething. It is a purely veg® 
table preparation ; its ingredients are pub- 
lished around each bottle. It is pleasant to 
the taste and absolutely harmless. It re­
lieves constipation, regulates the bowels, 
quiets pain, cures diarrhœa and wind colic, 
allays feverishness, destroys worms and 
prevents convulsions, soothes the child and 
gives it refreshing and natural sleep. Cas- 
toria is the children’s panacea—the mother's 
friend. 25 doses, 35 cents.

"He who does the best he can is always 
improving. His best of yesterday is out- 
done to-day, and his best of to-day will be 
outdone to morrow. It is this steady prog- 
ress, no matter from what point it starts, 
that forms the chief element of all great­
ness and goodness."
Minard's Liniment for sale everywhere.

President Oldworthy — Well, daughter, 
how did you enjoy my lecture? Gladys 
Oldworthy—Oh, very much indeed ! Some 
of your freshmen were telling the funniest 
stories you ever heard all through the 
evening.

To Nervous Debilitated Mon;
If you will send us your address we will 

mail you our illustrated pamphlet explain- 
ing all about Dr. Dye’s Celebrated Electro- 
Voltaic Belt and Appliances, and their 
charming effects upon the nervous, de­
bilitated system, and how they will quickly 
restore you to vigor and manhood. 
Pamphlet free. If you are thus afflicted, 
we will send you a Belt and Appliances on 
atrial. VOLTAIC BELT COMPANY, Marshall. 
Mich. ywt

Wibbles—See here. Wabbles, what are 
you doing on the street with a linen duster 
and a fan this time of year? Wobbles—I 
am going to order some coal, and I don’t 
want the dealer to slap up prices on me.

The great lung healer is found in ex­
cellent medicine sold as Bickle’sAnti-Con- 
sumptive Syrup. It soothes and diminishes 
the sensibility of the membrane of the 
throat and air passages and is a sovereign 
remedy for all coughs, colds, hoarseness, 
pain or soreness in the chest, bronchitis, 
etc. It has cured many when supposed to 
be far advanced in consumption.

Wife—Horrors! Husband, I have just 
heard there is a case of smallpox in the flat 
above us. Husband—Yes, i know about it. 
That’s all right. It’s the young man who 
plays the flute.

Children Cry for Pitcher’s Castoria.
Teach your boys how to earn money, and, 

to make the reform in the next generation 
complete, teach your girls how not to 
spend it..
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One of the fast Clyde-built Steamship 

Alberta & Athabas 
Is intended to "leave Owen Sound 1 
Wednesday and Saturday, for Port A 
direct (calling at Sault Ste. Marte, Mich., 
making close connection with the th 
trains of the Canadian Pacific Railwat 
Winnipeg, British Columbia and all poin. 
the Northwest and Pacific Coast, Passeng. 
will require to leave Toronto 7:35 a.m. to 3 
nect with steamship. 1

AND ONE OF THE A

Palace Side-Wheel Steamers V 

Carmona & Cambria 
Is intended to leave Owen Sound every Tues 
day and Friday at 10:30 p.m., on arrival of 
Canadian Pacific Railway train (leaving Toe 
ronto 4:45 p.m.) for Sault Ste. Marie, calling at 
Killarney, Manitowaning, Sheguiandah, Little, 
Current, Kagawong, Gore Bay, Spanish River, 
Buswell’s Mills, Serpent River, Algoma Mills, a 
Blind River. Meldrum Bay. Thessalon, Bruce 1 
Mines, Hilton, Port Finlay, Richard’s Landing 
and Garden River, 1

W. C. VAN HORNE, I
President, Montreal.
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save trouble and inconvenience.

• • Dominion ine
ROYAL MAIL STEAMSHIPS."

Special Reduced Winter Rates 
Now in Force.

LIVERPOOL S
FROM 

MONTREAL,

ERVICE 
FROM 

QUEBEC.
SARNIA..........Wed., Oct, 29
OREGON ...........Thür. Nov. 6
DOMINION. .Thur., Nov. 13.
VANCOUVER.......................
;........... About Sat., Nov. 15. Thur., Nov. 20.
Passengers per ES. Vancouver must embark 

at Quebec.
Rates of passage by all steamers— $40, $50 

and $60; intermediate, $25; steerage, $20.
Bristol Service for Avonmouth Dock. 

ONTARIO from Montreal about Saturday, 
Oct. 25.

TEXAS, from Montreal about Wednesday, 

No passengers carried to Bristol.
LONDON AGENTS-T. R. Parker, No. 1 

Masonic Temple; E. de la Hooke, No. 3 Ma- 
sonic Temple; A. G. Smyth & Son, 443 Rich­
mond Street; F. S. Clarke, 416 Richmond Montreal: Torrance & Co., general agents

ALLAN LINE
Royal Mail Steamships.

Reduced Saloon and In­
termediate Rates.

From 
Montreal.
.Nov. 5
..Nov. It 

From
Portland.
..Nov. 27
.Dec. 11

..Dec. 25

From 
Quebec.

Nov. 6
Nov. 13 
From

Halifax.
Nov. 29
Dec. 13
Dec. 27
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lowest risen both outward and prepaid, at
for further information apply to E. DE LA 
A. SEAISTEE, TESY TAYLOR 

London. Temple, the only authorized agents

LATEST OLD MOULD GOSSIP.
The time to be occupied by a dinner has 

gradually been curtailed to such a point of 
brevity that in France fashion is returning 
to a more leisurely service of the meal. 
Diners complain that courses follow so 
quickly on each other that there is oppor- 
tunity neither for appreciation of the food 
nor for conversation.

Dr. Gautrelet, of Vichy, says that a piece 
of cotton wool steeped in 5 to JO per cent, 
solution of pyrogallic acid, inserted in the 
pipe or cigar holder, will neutralize any 
possible ill effects ot the nicotine. Citric 
acid has already been recommended by 
Vigier for the same purpose, but that spoils 
the taste of the tobacco.

After a long cessation of such events 
there has been a great bank robbery at the 
Cape of Good Hope Bank, Kimberley. 
There were thirteen feet of masonry to be 
cut through and twenty feet of earth to get 
into the strong room. As the cracksmen 
were nearly finished the bank suspended 
payment, and through hurrying up the job, 
in order to prevent any withdrawal of the 
funds, they were discovered.

A historical curiosity of the oldest rail­
way in Germany is about to be relegated to 
oblivion. When the Nurnberg-Furth line, 
the first railway on German soil, replaced 
the old Thurn and Taxis yellow poet, a 
yellow stripe was painted on every car, and 
for 55 years it has remained a unique re­
minder of the anti-railway age. The 
Bavarian Government, however, has just 
ordered that this stripe be painted out, in 
order that the Nurnberg-Furth care may 
conform in appearance with all other rail- 
way cars in Bavaria.

Herr Hugo Zoller, who has recently been 
exploring te Finisterre Mountain range in 
New Guinea, says that not even in the 
most densely wooded parts of West Africa 
which he has visited is it so difficult to get 
into the country as it is to penetrate the 
eastern part of New Guinea. The mountain 
ranges, both high and low, are exception- 
ally steep and difficult to climb. Marching 
is also greatly retarded by the density of 
the forests and other vegetation, while the 
sparse and generally hostile people, who 
have no provisions which explorers can 
secure, make food supply very difficult.

The Mount Morgan gold mine, near 
Rockhampton, Queensland, continues to be 
the wonder of the world. It is believed to 
be paying larger profits than any other in­
vestment in the range of commerce. Dur- 
ing the past year dividends to the amount of 
$5,353,000 have been paid, and the entire 
property is now valued at the enormous 
sum of $72,997,000. Yet this little hill was 
bought a few years ago for $3,115, and the 
original owner, who held the property with­
out dreaming it was of any value, is uow a 
very poor man. From the base to the sum 
mit this so-called mountain is only about 
700 feet high. The ore is of remarkably 
high grade, and there seems no prospect 
that it will be exhausted for many years.

Eleven years ago Mr. Keith Johnston, 
the well-known geographer, perished only 
a few weeks after he had entered Africa to 
explore the regiou between the sea and 
Lake Nyassa, and thence to Tanganyiki. 
He was buried by Joseph Thomson, a boy 
still in his teens, who, instead of returning 
to the coast, went on with the expedition 
and made it a brilliant success. From 
that day until the past summer the grave 
of the talented geographer has never been 
visited. A while ago, however, Dr. 
Schmidt, the Imperial German Commis- 
sioner, while on a tour of inspection, found 
the grave of Keith Johnston. He cleared 
away the weeds, surrounded it with a 
wooden railing, and erected a wooden cross 
bearing the name of the dead explorer. Dr. 
Schmidt has promised to visit the place 
again and erect there a stone or tables to be 
sent out by the family aud friends of the 
lamented traveler.

London still has such ceremonies as this: 
In the Royal Palace of Justice two weeks 
ago two gentlemen, one the solicitor to the 
city and the other the secondary, went to 
the room of the Queen’s remembrancer. 
The remembrancer thereupon stood up and 
made proclamation for the tenants and oc­
cupiers of a piece of waste ground in Salop 
to come forward and do their service. 
Thereupon the solicitor, standing at a 
table, cut two small faggots of wood, one 
with a hatchet and the other with abillhook. 
Next the tenant and occupiers of a certain 
tenement called the Forge, iu the parish of 
St. Clement Danes, in the county of 
Middlesex, were told to come and do 
service. Thereupon the solicitor camo 
to the table and gravely counted out ten 
horseshoes and til nails. The Remem­
brancer checked the count and announced 
“Good number." Then the solicitor 
begged the remembrancer to accept on the 
part of the Corporation of London the 
hatchet and billhook, which were duly ac­
cepted in the name of her Majesty the 
Queen. The origin of these ceremonies is 
that many centuries ago Walter Debrun be­
came a tenant of the Crown in a forge ad­
joining the Church of St. Clement Danes 
on condition of an annual rental of ten 
horseshoes and til nails; and Nicholas 
Lemora entered into possession of a piece 
of land in Shropshire, from which he was 
annually to cut one fagot with a hatchet 
and another with a billhook.

Mr. Job Scales, of Toronto, writes : A 
short time ago I was suffering from Kidney 
Complaint and Dyspepsia, sour stomach and 
lame back; in fact, I was completely pros- 
trated and suffering intense pain. While in 
this state a friend recommended me to try 
a bottle of Northrop & Lyman’s Vegetable 
Discovery. I used one bottle, and the per- 
manent manner in which it has cured and 
made a new man of me is such that I cannot 
withhold from the proprietors this ex- 
pression of my gratitude..

“I couldn't help getting mad. Now,I 
appeal to you, if you were I, wouldn’t you 
be angry?” “I don’t know as I would be 
angry, but if I were you I should be inex­
pressibly sad."

Nothing impure or injurious contaminates 
the popular antidote to pain, throat and 
lung remedy an d general corrective, Dr 
Thomas’ Eclectic Oil. It may be used 
without the slightest apprehension of any 
other than salutary consequences. Coughs, 
rheumatism, earache, bruises, cuts and sores 
succumb to its action.

He advertised, “Send 10 cents, and learn 
how to find the day of the month without 
a calendar.” Ten cents was sent and the 
instruction was given: “Find out the date 
of the day before yesterday and add two."

C. C. RICHARDS & Co.
Gents.—My daughter had a severe cold 

and injured her spine so she could not walk, 
and suffered very much. I called in our 
family physician; he pronounced it inflam­
mation of the spine and recommended 
MINARD’S LINIMENT to be used freely. 
Three bottles cured her. I have used your 
MINARDS LINAMENT for a broken 
breast; it reduced the inflammation and 
cured me in ten days.

Mas. N. SILVER.
Hantsport.
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