
"49*M P O R T.
COMMIFF'ONRRS ATPftfNTFTl TO RXaVIN* THE WILD 

r>V1' T'X CF ONE ÔR TWO TOWNSHIPS ' THIS
DISTRICT. [PaeieNTE^ Octom» 4, 1848.]

to The warden and counsellors of the

LONDON DISTRICT, IN COUNCIL ASSEMBLED.

Th* Commâueucre «pyrin»»! at U-« U«» Rwniou of the District
Council “to oil for and nxn,-,,me all Returns made bv the Coxernment 
“ to any Office in the District, of Lands belonging to aov one or two 
" Townships in this District, sold arid patented or otherwise liaiV to be 
“ Taxed—and all matters and vouchers connected therewith—to compare 
u them with the entries on the Bocks of die Clerk of the Peace and 
44 Treasurer of this District, in order to ascertain what amount of Wild 
“ Land Tax has been collected, and ia still due the District,” and to 
report at the present Session"*of the Council, present the following

REPORT.
The Rateable Lands are such ns are held by Fee-simple, Promise 

of Fee-simple, Land Hoard Certificate, Order of Council, Certificate of 
any Governor of Canada or by Lease, and, under Act 58, Geo. III. 
chan. 7, after the first Monday in January, 1820, these were subjected 
to the taxation of one-fifth of a penny per -acre while uncultivated, for 
the general purposes of the District,—and under chap. 8, after the first 
Monday in fdnrcli, 1820, to an additional tax of one-eighth of a penny 
per acre lor Hoad purposes, with a provision that, when these rates 
remained unpaid, and in nrrear for three years, they should be increased 
one-third, and if unpaid, and in nrrear for five years, the whole should 
be increased in the proportion of one-half, and thenceforward be charged 
in the same manner ; and under 4 & 5 Vic. chap. 10, all rateable lands 
were stihjec’ed to an additional assessment of four-fifths ol a penny and 
one-eigatn .4 a penny ner acre, so that be total assessment should not 
exceed one aeonv hnlf-nonny, Currency, per acre, but no provision 
appears to be made to increase this additional amount of assessment by 
oue-tiiird or one-half, when unpaid, and in arrear, so that it is more of 
an object for parties owning Wild [.and to allow the total rates to remain 
unpaid lor eight years,-r-and. in the interval, lay the amount of rate out 
at into est, ns the interest received will be double the amount of the 
penalty, of the one-half increase on a part of the rate. Ttfts incongruity 
is noticed here, that the attention of the Council nmy be directed to the 
same, and that the necessary proceedings may be taken to remedy it.

Under Slh Vic. chap. 7, all taxes accrued, and arrears due, at 
February.. 18 15, in any Township or Tract, at the time when, under 
that Act, it sh ill be detached from any District, shall be paid to Trcasurer 
of the new District, as if such Township or Tract had always firmed 
part of such new District ; bi|t the portion of such tax accrued, before 
it* detachment from first District, slmll be paid over to the Treasurer of 
the old District ; and as there1 does not appear to be any provision made, 
previous to the above year, by which the rates due on the lands that now 
form the Huron, Brock, and Talbot Districts, at the time they were de­
tached, could be arranged, we call the attention of your Council to the 
subject for inquiry into the Law of the case.

Under Act 59th. Geo. III. chap. 7, the Treasurer is require to- 
keep an account for each Township, according to Schedule furnished hv 
the Surveyor-General, in whiclî'b*. shall particularly enumerate every 
Lot in the Township as prescribed, and shall charge the same with the 
amount of the rates payable therefore for each year, and shell credit it 
for the r mount paid in "respect there, if. each and every y par ; and under 
the 15th sec. he is directed to charge in the said account the increase of 
one-third, or one half, for the lands in arrear, on the rales for general 
and Road purposes.

Under Act 6th, Geo. IV. chap. 3, after lr'2-1, parties owning lands 
and not residing it the District, may pay taxes to the Treasurer of the 
District.in which they res.de, excepting that when faxes are in arrear 
for six years ; the party in such case is required to pay the Treasurer 
of the District in which the lands arc rated, himself, and such Treasurer 
of another District is required to send annualy, on first July, a statement 
specifying the Lot, CoTidcr?«Miv_jieriii 1 for wliivhjlee-tnx'ts'Jmid. and the 
dale of payment, also enclosing tîîè""nJT»m«i*ret;8ived ; and the Treasurer 
receiving the same, is- forth* ith to credit the several Lots with the amount 
specified in statement, returning a receipt to the Treasurer for the same ; 
and it is also provided that no partial payment of tax shall he received, 
when more than eight years’ tix is in nrrear. 

c . These various Statutes also point out how, and hv whom, the Ab­
sentee Rates received by the Treasurer, are to be expended for District, 
and Local purposes.

From these Acts of Parliament affecting the Wi’d Land Tax depart­
ment, your Commissioners ascertained what description of Wild Lands 
were subject to taxation—what taxes they were liable for, and when 
such lands bocc 'e liable ; aiso, the manner in which the account of the 
rates received or due should be kept, and decided to report on the 
Township of Delaware, as being the smallest, and the Township of 
Southwold, ns being one of the largest, and most complicated, in the out­
line of its survey, in the District ; but finding so much labour and time 
required in reducing the various matters of the Township of Delaware 
to order, and for other reasons, the intention of reporting on Southwold 
was given up, and your Commissioners confined themselves to a thorough 

.investigation of all matters connected with the Wild Land Tax depart­
ment of the Township of Delaware, and are of opinion, that a Report 
on one Township will be almost as satisfactory to the Council ns a Report 
on two, and enable the Council to decide whether-every Township in 
the District should be reported on or not.

Having copied a Map of the Township, your Commissioners, by 
searching in the Register Office, ascertained what Lai ids were rateable, 
and when thev became rateable, and inserted the same in the accompa­
nying Mao, marked Schedule A, which shews the Lots, Concessions, 
Broken Fronts, acres patented, and date of Pa'enls for the Township of 
Delaware ; and on comparing the same with the Schedule-, from the 
Surveyor-General’s Office fi.r every year from 1820 to 1847, ns in the 
Treasurer’s Office, your Commissioners noticed entries in the Register 
Office, shewing that Patents were issued for the following Lots, that 
were not found in the Sche.l tics in the Treasurer’s Office, namely—

Lot It, Concession 1 2 X) acres to Kind’s College. 1823, 
lit, “ 2. 221 1 to do.
2. “ 3. 200 » to FWr.-r Alien, 1798,

(1, “ 4. 103 " to .T im >s Mills, 1797 ; this on- had been
entered, and the nen aft-—riots drawn acmes ’ )

And noticed entries in the Schedules in the Treasurer’s Office that Pa­
tents were issued for, the following Lots, that were not found entered in 
the Register Office, namely—

Lot 20, Concession 1 21) :icr-v previous to July, 1S29,
3. “ 3 23) « do. do. '

24. • 4.211 “ d". do.
The whole of the lands rateable aie entered (thoee from the Register 
Offi-e are in red ink! in the accompanying Schedule 8, being a state, 
ment of rateable lands, in the Township of Delaware, shewing the lot, 
cone* *ion, and number of acres r teable ; also the year in which they 
Lucarne rateable.

Your Commissioners next directed their attention to ascertain what 
lands rat-able had been a-sc seed since 1819; an 1 on requesting tho 
Treasurer to produce the copy. from the Clerk of tho Peace, of the lands 
returned assessed were informed that the returns from the Clerk of the 
Peace’s office,only date back to 1828;and on examining the returns produ­
ced from 1829 onwards,in many instances they a (Horded a very imperfect 
statement of the number of acres assessed in each separate lot, sometimes 
shewing lot and acres, and no concession, some'imes concession and 
•crus, and no lot, and At other times lot and concession and no acres, and 
the occupant’s name is not given, and thev are not entered in any 
regular minner, but just i^.ho rotation in which they are in the assess­
ment rolls. This was veryiinsatisfactory, and, as tho Treasurer had no 
lists of lands as essed from 1820 to 1828, y our Commissioners applied at 
the Office of the Clerk of the Peace, for the original assessment rolls, 
from 1820 to 1818. and were furnished with the n 'Is for these years, 
with the exception of those for the years 1822, 1827, and 1828, which 
could not be found in the office.

On examining the rolls for 1820, 1821. and 1823, a new dif’-culty 
presented itself in the fact, that for these years the number of acres as­
sessed is entered, hut the lot and concession to which they belong is not 
designated. This difficulty was in pa t removed by having tho names 
of the occupants. We have therefore presumed that 

Lots Ne. 1, 2, 3,4, 8, and 12, in the 1st Con., containing 1150 acres. 
Also. No. 1, “ 2nd “ “ 200

•• 2, 8, and 12, in the Broken Front, *• 500
“ «b, e, a, b, c, and d. Gores, “ 838
44 e, for 1820 and 1821 4‘ 70

Total................................................... 2758
Were entered for there veara on the roll, by the Assessor, because for 
these y vers, they are not entered '* having paid absentee tax to the 
Treasurer, *nd as the nu Tiber of acres returned by the rolls for these 
years is as follows, namely :

. In 1810, 3725 acres.
In 1821, 3851 acres.
In 1023, 3:02 acres.

ffétrlj sen ear nnilisg with the number of acres in the above lots. The

number of acres for 1828 is greater then for 1820 or 1821 ; but as Mr. 
Springer in 1823 was assessed for 1400 acres, and in 1820 only for 
600, we suppose that part of the 1400 acres were in nn adjoining Town­
ship, as the rolls for these years, in some instances, include lands in ad­
joining Townships ; so that the number of acres assessed by the rolls, 
and-the quantity of acres in these lots, nearly correspond ; and as the 
laaessment rolls for the years 1822, 1827, and 1828, could not be found, 
we have also presumed, the same lots, and also number 15, in the first 
Concession, were entered on the roll by the Assessor for these years, 
because they were as essed in the years 1824, 1825, or 1826 preceding, 
and some of them in 1823, the year folio» inc : and n* iU.y «re-rrg en­
tered ns having absentee tax loi tl.T *> years, with the exception of 
numlicr 12, in the first Concession, which appears to have paid tax on 
100 acres in the years 1827 and 1“°8. We have accordingly entered 
nil these lands for these rears, as «‘es=cd, in the accompanying Sche- 
>title id. and in the «irumpniiying Schedule D, the Minimaly ais.rail of 
the Township, si ch lands are tt.-t vnteied in figures in the column 
headed, assessed, but there is a line drawn across the column for these 
years, in blue ink, to show that they are not charged os in arrear. After 
examining all the assessment rolls, from the Clerk of the Peace’s Office, 
and reducing their contents to reguuir order, in lots and concessions, it 
became comparatively 1e»s difficult to ascertain what la.uls had been 
assessed, with the exception of certain lots in the broken front and first 
Concession, wnich have been very loosely entered in the assessment 
rolls. Many similar entries to the following arc to be found :

Part of Lot 1, Con. 1 )
2, “ 1 > 102 acres ;

44 1.“, D. '
And it is impossible for nhy person but the owner to know how many 
acres in each separate Lot have been tisse sed ; and as certain Lots in 
the broken front and first Concession are mixed, up in the above man­
ner, and imperfectly described, nevertheless they appear, to have been 
generally assessed, we have therefore presumed that -E, (E, and A, 
Gore Lots, and numbers V, 2, 3. 4, 5, 6. 12, and 15, in the broken front 
and first Concession, were assessed in certain yea s as entered in 
Schedule C,—and in Schedule I), have drawn a blue line across the 
columns, headed by the years, in which they are mixet^up, and show 
an apparent deficiency, while for ti e years in which some of them do not 
appear hv the assessment rolls to have been assessed at all, or only 
partly assessed, or where found in the Absentee List from the Col­
lector, they are charged as in arrear, and will be found in the proper 
Schedule.

To prevent these imperfections in future, the Assessor of each 
Town-hip should be required to enter each Concession on a separate 
sheet, and the Lots consecutively ; and wl e-e any party owns lands in 
different Concessions, such lands should be entered with a reference ; 
and the correct numlicr of acres in each Lot, or part of a Lot, should be 
entered, which would enable the Assessor, or any other public officer, 
at once to notice any lands omitted, and which cmnot be noticed by the 
present irregular practice of assessing, without great labour,— it would 
then he an e sv tv".ter to furnish a correct list of lands not assessed, 
which would be a more serviceable list for the use of the Treasurer, than 
the present list of lands assessed with which he is furnished ; while at 
the seme time by furnishing two correct lists as furnished by law, one of 
lands assessed, and one of lands n--t n»»cssed, the one list would prove 
a check ou the oth- r ; and we not'ce the imperfection, that the Council 
may cause the same to be remedied for the future.

Tlift lands assessed will be found entered in the accompnnving 
Sch-dul/• C, which shews a st itemc it of the rateable lands in the Town­
ship of Delaware, (excepting the lands assessed and afterwards returned 
to the Treasurer in the Collector’s Absentee Lists, fro in 1842 to 1847, 
•>- per Schedule E) showing the Lot and Concession, also the number 
of acres, and the years for which the same we e assessed, from the year 
182u to 1818, inclusive.

Your Commissioners next enquired for the Absentee Lists to ascer­
tain on what lands rateable, assessed, the tax had not been paid tho 
Collector. The Absentee Lists fur the years 1842 to 1847 are in the 
Treasurer's Office, but the lis s from the year 1820 to 1841, we have not 
seen ;—the Treasurer informed your Commissioners that tho lists were 
in the Clek of the Peace’s Office, where we enquired for them, hut 
cannot find them ; so tint if any lands r itcahle are in the mis­
sing lists, the taxes on them » ill be lort to the District ; we there­
fore only include in the statement of lands in nrrear, tho c found in the 
Absentee Lis's for the years 1912 to 1847. In the list for 1844, James 
Patrick is returned for Lot 1. Concession 4. 50 acres ; but a- he was 
not assessed for that Lot. but for Lot 4, Concession 3. we have charged 
the rate in arrear tor 50 acres on the latter Lot for 1914 ; and the total 
number of acres tints in nrrear is 010, ns per accompanying Schedule E. 
which is an extract from the Absentee Lists from the years 1842 to 1947, 
inclusive, shewing the party assessed, also the lot. concession, and num­
ber of acres assessed, on which no tax was paid to the Township 
Collector, and which are now entered in the list of rateable Linds in 
arrear in Schedule II

Your Commissioners next directed t’ cirt attention to ascertain on 
what lands rateable, and n- t assessed, the absentee rates had been en­
tered as received, and the total amount so received ; and for that purpose 
the books con nee'ed with the Wild Land Tax Department were carefully 
examined. In the four books commencing with the year 1820, and 
onwards to 1849. each page represents the lots in one concession, and 
the rates received dating the years represented by each book, and at 
the head of each page, these years arc entered : under each year arc two 
money columns, the one shewing the amount of' rates received for 
gencr-l. and the other for road purposes, during the year written at the 
head of the columns, for any number of years since n previous pay­
ment, and entered opposite to the lot for which the tale has been 
received ; thcie is also a column in connexion with each year for remarks.

If the money columns for each year had been added up and thus 
closed, and they appear in some years from 1820 to 1841, t^have been 
added up and thus closed, but afterwards erased or altered, and thus re­
opened, and in som? instances the amounts entered in the columns 
representing different yen-s, and opposite the same lot, are added across 
these different years In the book from 1920 to 1927, and carried forw ard 
to the book from 1828 to 1836, so that some additions are up the columns, 
while some me across the columns, a practice which, if systematically 
carried out, would be" an excellent check on the amounts received ; but 
these additions do not appear to apply to any purpose, unless that of a 
temporary audit—as these money columns have not been added up, to 
close any future entry for monies received, and to shew at the bottom 
the amount received in anv one year represented by the column, there is 
no check that lots in arrear for five, or th ee vaars, and subject to one- 
third or one-half increase, mav not be entered back, as having paid rates 
every second or third year, ns if subject to no charge for increase ; 
whereas if the money columns for e-ch year had been added up as the year 
ended, and thus been e'esed against future entries ; and if an abstract 
had hoen made of the same for each Township in the District, and after 
wards transferred to the general cash account for the District, and thus 
shewing the amount received for each Township, it would be as easy a 
work to check or an lit the rates received for the who’e District, as to 
cheek the rates received for one Township by the present confused prac­
tice ; and there xvould be no difficulty in ascertaining what amount 
had been collected for general and road purposes in each year, what lots 
were in arrear an 1 w1-ether lots in nrrear for three or five ' ears had paid 
'.he charge for increase ; he 'auso the rates received would thus require 
to he entered in the columns of the vear in which they were received, 
not then closed, added up. and transferred to the abstract and general 
cash account on road account ; and they could not be entered irf a pre­
vious year already closed and accounted for. Rut such is not the sys­
tem in these books, and there is no appearance of audit noted in them 
from 1920 to 1841, excepting the a lditions above mentioned ; indeed, 
they cannot be audited correctly under the practice, unless at a great 
labour, and by going over, at each audit, all previous labour.

When your Commissioners examined these books, and we e taking 
a transcript of the amounts received, as they found them entered, in 
some instances the number of acres was not inserted for which the rates 
are entered as received,—for instance,—number five, broken front ;'in 
other cases, the rates are entered opposite one lot. as received at one 
time for sundry lots, and-the number of acres not entered,—for instance,

13 > Coa. 1. (1823.)
14 )

Sometimes the ra’es received are entered opposite one lot for sundry lots 
or parts of lots, and a total number of acres entered, but n- „ describing 
how many acres of each lot the rates were received for ; for instance,—

So that rates are entered as received for.the years 1842, 1843, and 
1644, on the three separate parts of the lot, and for twenty-four acres 
more than the patent describes.

Some entries show much confusion in the vonrs and acres, and also 
rates received ; for instance,—No. 7, broken front, is entered as follows :

R. F., 296 airts, fitm 1SCC till 1824, raid Fie. U27 
“ “ 1825 44
44 250 acres, from 1920 till 1828, 44
44 269 acres, from 1819 till 1831, 44
44 204 aero, from 18i>9 till 1838, 44

£2 15 10 
0 7 104 
3 19 5
1 2 4
2 0 74

Total rates received on the lot from 1820 to 1838, is £10 6 1
On examining these entries, it will be noticed, that the rate on 260 

acres, for the years 1920 to ’82.,, is entered ns received in December, 
1827 ; so that the wholé should be charged with the increase of one- 
half : wl.evert;, frcni 1520 to 1324, the amount entered for irenenil mv- 
posca is the rate, and increase of one-third and one shilling over ; and for 
road purpose:;, the rate and increase .of one-lmlf : and for 1825. the rates 
are entered as received in December, 1827. without anv increase : and 
as the rates on the 230 acres were entered as received to 1825. the rate 
on the 250 acres from 1820 to 1.928 entered received, should have been 
receifed only from 1826 to 1829, thus leaving fortv tic res in nrrear from 
18)29 to 1831 ; and the rate on the 204 acres from 18 >0 to l83R.

Entered received, should have been received nnlv from 1832 to 1838. 
leaving 86 acres in arieir from 1832 to 1838. From the manner in 
which the acres paid for, and rates received, are entered, it npnear» 
that th rate has been received at four different times, namely, 1827. 
1829, 8-31, and 1839. and that 2Ô0 acres have been twice .charmed
from 1820 to 1825, that 40 acres are left in arroar from 1826 to 1831. 
and that 204 acres are twice charged from 1929 to 1831, and that 86 
acres are left in arrear from 1831 to 1838. Now. to nr-n.mt for the 
whole of the lot and the rates received, as entered from 1820 to 1838, 
we draw the following account :

Part of 7s ; s
Part of 17 
Part of 18 
Part of 19 
Pari of 21

Con., 283 acres (1844).

No. 7. 6. F. 290 s., Irom 1320, to IS>5. fi yam at R«. 1 4 I per 2)0 \ 
“ 7, '• 250 a., Irom 1326. to 1831. 6 years, at 8«. I 4 I. per 200 a.

7. 44 201 a., from 1832 to 1838. 7 years, at 8s. 14 I. per 2U9 a.
And the arrears,—
No. 7, B. F., 40 a. from 1826 to 1831. 6 years, at 8s 14L per 20) a.

44 7 . 44 86 a., from 1832 to 1838, 7 years, at 8s: 14 I: per 203 a.

£3 10 44 
£3 0 104 
£2 18 04

Gases occur where tho rate received is entej-ed.no acres given,and the years 
for which the rate has been received not noted ; for instance,—Lot 14, 
Con. 4th, 1941 ; and we had to infer from the amount received the 
number of acres or yearn that it had been received for. Sometimes the 
rates Jen te red received for a lot, show that they have been received on 
more acres than the patent from the Crown mentions the lot contains ; 
for instance.—in 1844. we find the rates received foi the years 1842, 
1843, and l8l4. on Lot No. 24. Con. 1, as follows :

Part of E i 24, Con. 1,25 acres, for IP 10, 1841, 1842, 1843, and 1844.
W part 24, 44 1,99 « for V . 1813, and 1844.

Then in-luded in the following :
East half Lot No. 12, Con. 1 )
West half 44 24, « 1 ( 400 acres, for 1842. 1843, and 1844.

£1 13 34
This exceeds the imount entered as received bv fully seventeen shillings, 
and as there appealed so much irregularity in this lot up to the vear 
1838, we have rot charged any arrears on the lot to that year; and in 
Schedule D, have drawn a lino in red ink across the column for entering 
acres in arrear opposite the lot, from the year 1826 to 1838. Other 
illustrations might be shown ol lots for which the rale is entered as 
received on lands for years in which they appear in the assessment roll 
as paying rates to the Collector, and on lands still vested in the Crown, 
or on lots for a greater number of acres than the schedules from the 
Surveyor-General’s office describe, namely, Nos. 18 and 19, Con. A, 23 
Con. D, 13 and 14, Con. 1, 24, Con. 2, and 18, Con. 3 : so that the 
Treasurer has not refused lo receive rales on arty lot. whether the rates 
he for more land than the patent describes, or whether patented or not, 
if the parties offered them ; and in the same books from 1820 to 18(9, 
and in some years only, the number of acres assessed, are entered in the 
columns. These imperfections were very troublesome, and it was neces­
sary to searyh over previous years to ascertain what rates had been 
received on these various lots, or parts of lots, and for how many acres 
and ye rs, in order to arrive at anything like a correct conclusion ns to 
the number of acres and years in each of such lots the rates entered had 
been received f >r.

The four hooks referred to represent the following venrs : the .first 
commences wi-h the yen'- 1920 and ends with 1827, the second com­
mences with,the year 1828 ending 1810, the third commences with 1837 
ending 1845, and the fourth commences with 1841 ending 1849. As 
the third and fourth hooks arc ho'h used and applicable to the years 
1841, 1942, 1913, 1811, and 1845, and as some rates received arc 
entered in the one book and not in the other, and others arc entered for 
the same lot, for more years in the one book than the other, such entries 
cause an appearance of confusion.

There is also another Hook called the Township Cash Account 
Brufk—and as it commences in 1842, vnur Commissioners presumed 
that all the rates entered in the two previous Rooks referred to. and after 
the year 1841 should be re-entered in that Toxvnshin Gash Account 
Book, which shews the "a mi milts reci ived as rates for Municipal, General 
and Head purposes ; but the whole of the rates received after 1841, 
entered in the two previous book», have not been re entered in the 
Township Cash Account Rook, as will he seen hv a reference to Schedule
M. In this Book the Lot, Concession, acres, years paid for. anil dale hf 
payment are move cleat Iv entered than in the previous bunks—but when 
one page of Account is filled up in this book, it is rot shewn whole the 
next is lo he found in continuation, except by turning over pape after 
page, until it is found, ns ti e pages are rot numbered. This book 
together with the two referred to from 1837 to "45. and from 1841 to 
*40,all apply to the years 1842, ’43, ’44, and’45. The rates pai l in 
these years arc entered in these three books, some time-, in one manner 
in one book—and in another manner in another book—and again different 
in the third, and it requires some application to tiace such an occasional 
entrv through its various features in these books. The following is the 
way in which Lot 7, Con. 3d, is entered in these three Books,—In the 
Book from 1837 to 18*5 :
N. I 7, Con. 3-for 1 fill-2. G. p. 3,. 4L. R. P "s
-----  7, “ 3—fur 1912 —G P. 3s. 4d.. U. P. 2s.

In the B I lk from 18 41 to 1819 :
N. 1 7, Con. 3, 100 ar. for 1841-2, G. P. Ms., R. P. °s. 11.—total. 13= Id.

44 7. 44 3, 4 for 1813-4. G. P. 16-, 8b. II. P.. 2s. tl —total. l«s 9,1.
s. 7, 44 3, “ for 1812-3 Si ’44, G.P. 25«., R. P. 3s. 1 d.—to’al.fffis.ljd.
N. ; 7, 44 3, “ for 1945-6, G. H. IS-. 9,1, R. P. — .—total, 18s. 9,1.
and in the Township Cash Account Book,
N. 4 7, Con. 3. 10) ac. 1841-2, pd. Oct, ’42. M. C. fis. 5d.. G P. 3s. 4<J., R. P. 2s.

Id —Total. 11s. I(M.
N. 1 7. Con. 3. 100 ar. 1343-4. pd. Am. ’4b, M. C. 13s. 4d.,ti. P. 3s. 4d.,R. P.

2s. Id.—'lotab 18s. 9d.
then the S. I included with the following,
W. 1 fi. Con. 3.1
F. i 6. -
S. i 7. 44

. I I.—total. 5» 
Id.—total, 5s

MiWacr s. 1842-43& ’44.. M. C. £3 15s.. G. P. — R. P. 21s. lOd.

The errors in these entries appear to he that the second sum of 5s. sd. in 
the Book 1837 to 1845. should be under 1844. for N. i. 1843-4 foot 
1843 onlv). while the Municipal rate is added in the Book 18 41 to 1849, 
but not in the previous one. That in the Book 1841 to 1849, for the 
years 18 41 2, the General Par, rate should he 10s. — not 1 Is. — and 
the total 12s. id.—not 13s. Id: and in the C ish Account the Municipal 
rate should he 6 <. 8 !.. not 6s. 5 L. and the total 12s. Id,, not 11s. 10d„ 
which would make the Books correspond, hut the unravelling of such 
differences (for this is not a solitary instance) require much time and 
trouble.

In the Book from 18%) to 1827, and in the Township Cash Account 
Book from 1612 to 1st July, 1818. the date when the rates were re­
ceived. is frequently entered, and although it does not appear that the 
rates when in arrear, and subject In the increase of or -third or one- 
half were always received witli the increase ; nor vet hat they were 
nlwavs received in the years as represented at the head of the columns 
in which the amount received is entered ; nevertheless, as vour Commis­
sioners had no other entrv indicating the dates of payment for the years 
from 1831 lo 1841, thev have presumed, in every instance, that the 
rates have been received ia the year heading the columns in which the 
amounts are entered, whether the one-third. or one-half increase has been 
included or not ; and that thev have been received fofthe Lot opposite 
to which thev have been entered. And where vour Commissioners 
were nt a loss for the number of acres or years paid for, or date of pay­
ment. the same are en'ered in red ink in the accompanying Schedule 
into which thev are all ennied after being properly arranged.

The Fir^hree Books shew the following amounts as received and 
entered, viz :

For General Purposes.
First Book from 1320 to 1327. - £35 18 10
Serend Book from t «23 to 1836, - - 168 9 10}.
Third Book from 1837 to 1841, - - 48 fi 7

Total imount from 1820 to 1841 - £252 1 5 31 £156 17 3.
Making together the sum of four hundred and nine pounds, twelve shil­
lings and sixpence halfpenny, as per accompanying Schedule N, being a 
statement in detail, shewing the amount of Cash received on absentee 
lands for General and Road Purposes, from the vear 1820 to 1841, in­
clusive ; also showing the Lot or part of Lot, Concession, number of 
acres and number of years paid for at each payment, with the date, and 
amount of each payment, together with the total amount paid on each 
Lot, during the above period, as extracted from the Wild Land Tax 
Book* for the Township of Delaware.

The Third Book from 1837 to 1815. the Fourth Bonk from 1841 to 
1849. and the Township Cash Account Book from 1842 to July 1, 1848, 
together, shew the following amounts as received and entered, namely, 
for Municipal Council purposes £70 6s 1 id., for (feneral Purposes 
£32 Is. 4|d, and for Rood P irposes £l7 2s. 714—total, one hundred 
and nineteen pounds, ten shilling» and one penny three farthings, as per 
accompanying Schedule K : showing the amount of Cash received on 
abseetee Land», for Municipal, General and Road purposes from the 
year 1842 till July 1, 1848 ; also shewing Lot or part of Lot, Conces­

sion, number of acres and year» paid for at each payment, the date and 
amount of each payment, together with the total amount paid on each 
Lot during the above period as extracted from the Wild Land Tax 
Biioks for the Township of Delaware.

And of these last mentioned amounts received from the year 1842, 
till 1st July, 1848, the following amounts being part of the same, are en­
tered in the'Township Cash Account Book, namely, for Municipal Coun­
cil purposes £78 16s. 1 id , for General purposes £11 18s. 7a., and for 
Road purposes £14 !F. 11}—total, ninety-seven pounds four shilling» 
and eight pence three far hings, as per accompanying Schedu!o L, being 
copy of the Cash Account for the Township of Delaware, ns taken from 
the Wild Land Tax Book, shewing the amount entered as received from 
the year 1842 till 1st July, 1843; the additions in red ink' shew the 
amounts at the various audits curried from this Cash Account to the 
Credit of.Delaware in the General Cush Account for the Disltic'.

The difference in amount received betwixt these two last mentioned 
Schedules, is not transferred to the Township Cash Account Book, and 
is as follows,namely, for Municipal and Général parposvs £19 12». Old. 
and for Road purposes £2 12<. 7 d—total, twenty-two pounds five 
shillings and five pence ns per accompanying Schedule M. being suite- 
ment shewing absentee L inds in Delaware on which the taxes have been 
paid ns entered on the WildL.and Tax Books from 1842 till 1st July, 1848 
ns per Schedule K, but which hnv.a not been transferred to the Township 
Cash account Book as per Schedule L ; also shewing the amounts so 
received for Municipal, General and Roid pu-poses, together with the 
total amount received in each year.

The whole of these monies received will again be referred t,o, when 
showing how they have been disposed of.

Your Commissioners next noted on what Absentee Lands the Muni­
cipal Council rate was not received from 1842 till 1st July, 1648—and 
which are drawn out separately, and not included in the List of arrears 
in Schedule H. These arrears amount to seven pounds, sixteei; shilli lgs 
and eight pence, as per accompanying Schedule F, or statement shewing 
absentee Linds in Delaware, as extracted from the Books in the Wild 
Land Tax Department, that have paid Tax for General and Road pur­
poses in certain years from 1842 til! 1st July, 1648, but that have paid 
no tax for Municipal purposes, for the same yeirs, excepting a partial 
payment on three Lots, namely, Lot 7, 8 <!k 9, in the 4th Concession.

Your Commissioners after ascertaining at the Register Office, and 
from the Schedules furnished by the Surveyor General, for every year 
from 1820 to 1847, xvhat Linds rateable luid been assessed, and from 
the Absentee Lists, what Lands rateable and assessed, the rates had not 
been paid on to the Collector, and from the' Books connected with the 
Wild Land Tax Department, on what Lands rateable, and for what 
number of acres and yeirs, the Absentee rates were ente ed as received, 
directed their attention to the Lands rateable that appear in arrear from 
the year 1820 to 1st July, 1818, whether for eight years and upwards, 1 
or a shorter period.

Your Commissioners have charged the r ites from the date the lands 
became liable, and extended the same in their proper place, in red ink 
on the three Lots of Land previously referred to, as entered in the Register 
Office Book, but not in Schedules (from the Surveyor General) of returns 
to the Treasurer—hut have not charged any rate apparently in arrear on 
Clergy Lands that arc occupied and occasionally assessed—as they find 
no notice of unv rateable right entered in any returns to the Treasurer, 
by which these lands are held.

The total amount of rates due on Lands in arrear including £27 
Is. Old, extended in red inlc appears to be seven hundred and forty- 

I three pounds six shillings and one half-penny, ns per accompanying 
Schedule II, being a statement of the Rateable Lands in the Township 
of Delaware, that are in nrrear for Taxes to the 1st July. 1849, shewing 

I the Lot, the Concession, also the years and number of acres not paid 
I for, and in arrear, together with the total amount of arrear on each Lot,
I and which amount is transferred to the Balance Sheet for Delaware.—
I These various Schedules exhibit as complete a statement of the rateable 
i lands in the Township of Delaware, as your Commissioners were enabled 
! to draw out, from the different sources of information to which .hey had 
I access—and, as there was a Schedule of Lands in nrrear in the London 
1 District, to 1st Juiv, 1948, filed in ti e office of the Clcik of the Peace,
I your Commissioners applied at that office for an extract from the same 
1 of the arrears in Delaware, which, was promptly furnished by the Clerk.
! of the Pence, accompanied by copies of returns for arrear in the wa-sl 
I 1829, 1830. 1837, 1839, 1840, 18+2 4' 18+6 ; the return for July, 18+8, 

is copied into the accompanying Schedule O, being tin extract shewing the 
return for the Township ol Delaware—also remarks on the same by 
your Commissioners, together with a statement of deductions to be 
made on certain Lot, from the amount of arrears as shown in siid re­
turn. The amount of arrears us shown by tile above Schedule (»". is 
£213 14». Cd. Ymir Commissioners hive entered opposite to'sc .e of 
the Lot in that schedule, remarks >hroving what deduct on-, thev are of 
the o: iui'Ci should be made in that statement, to the amount of £37 17s. 
7d. tic balance would then b - £ I7ti 5-, 3Id.: and as that statement 
onlv shews the r .les in arrear lit 1 l July, 1847. for eight, vein s and up­
wards at 1st July, IS +8, but not including rates for July, 1848, and the 
statement from your Commission!' s per Schedule II. the total rates in 
arrear and that up to 1st July, 1818 in o;dev to shew the difference in 
the two statements, it bee me i:< ccs»;i‘rv to-extract from your Commis­
sioners’ statemeri the Lunds in . rear Jo 1st July. 1848 r 8 \ears and 
upwards, which, ( fie deducting tue I-o'.s m a e • *lio« n by the
Patents to the Regi-'e Office |. e ioiolv vfvi ed o. : <i • •• ed ii cd
ink), amount to £627 14.0V1. - t v. avvtimpnnyi j Sih’duJc J r g 
an ex: 11 f o'm Sch-dutc H. •< f I lie lands in amen i.s ' »• To» 1 - ip ol 
Delaware up to 1st July, 1846. fo 8 years and upward -hear g
the amount in linear mn such Lulls a* ! he alow I ;e, 1 u " i-c sum
charged in that : mount for tin- \e ; 1848.

And as the Sc ed de tiled i 1 the Clerk of the e » Offi v do 
not include the rules foi the veto 1848, they a eextracted, and extended 
in a separate column in the same Schedule /, and, after deducting the 
arrears referred to a- entered in el ink, amount, £.53 11». 1 i
which sum deducted from the previous amount of £627 14 . Oil.
shews an amount of arrears of £574 2s. Old., to compare with the
iffiuial statement of arrears to same date, mid which, after the deductions 
alluded to are made, amounts to, as per Schedule G., £176 5s 3id., 
shewing a difference in the two statements of additional Taxes in favor 
of Delaware amounting to £397 16s. 9id , which difference of amounts, 
if it should not appear as in arrear, has not been entered, tiiong with the 
other amounts, entered as received, and 'examined by your Commission­
ers, and to which Schedule we particularly call your attention.

Your Commissioner.-, are informed by the Treasurer, that in some 
instances these arrears as shewn by Schedules II Sj /, were received bv 
a former Treasurer i:i the District of Niagara, whost receipt the parties 
hold ; and that as for some reason his sureties were void, till monies that 
he had received on account of this District were lost, as the money 
was never paid ove-r to the Treasurer of this District, and to which 
information we direct your attention for enquiry.

On examining the oilier retai ns for the years 1829,18.30, 1837, 1839, 
1840,18+2, and 1810, your Commissioners notice, that on some lots 
returned in these years as in arrear, the rate has not yet been entered in 
the books as received ; and that oti some of the lots the rate is entered 
as received without the increase, and in sundry payments ; for instance, 
—Lot 15, Con. 3, 200 acres, is returned in list for 1837 as in arrear for 
1829 to 1836, amount £3 5s. ; whereas, by the hooks, the rate appears 
to have been received without increase ; and the same lot is again 
returned in list for 1842, as in arrear from 1829 to 1840, (being twelve 
years) amount in arrear £+ 17s. 6J. ; whereas, in the books, the rates 
arc entcied as received without increase, and in five payments, as

! -

For Road Purposes.
£22 fi rot 
104 IS 3+.
29 II 1).

follows :
1829, 1830, and 1831 
1832, 181.3, and 1834 
1835 and 1836 
1837 ami 1838 
1839, 1840, anil 1811 
Deduct 1841

- £0 16 
- £0 5

£0 16 3 
0 16 3 
9 10 10 
0 10 10

—0 10 10----- £3 6 0

Difference £1 12 6
And the lot is entered as, rates received, the year previous to that in 
which it is returned, and not in arrear, as per return of 1842.

Your Commissioners also furnish the Council wipi the accompany 
in; Schedule T, being extract from the copy received from the Clerk o^ 
the Peace, of returns of Lands in arrear for Taxes in Del nvare, as made 
out for the years 1829, 1830, 1837, 1839, 1810, 1842 it 1846, also re­
marks, opposite to the various Lots in each return made by Your Com­
missioners.

Your Commissioners next directed their attention to the disposal of 
the £409 12s, 6jd, received from 1820 to 1841, as per Schedule N, and 
the £119 10s. 1 jd. received from 1842 till 1st July, 1848, as per 
Schedule K. The former of these sums is presented in the accompany­
ing Schedule R. being an abstract, showing amounts for general and 
road purposes, received in each year from 1820 to 1841. as per Scherlule 
N, mid which yearly amounts «re now placed to the Dr. side of state­
ment in accompanying Schedule O, being abstract showing the amount 
of taxes for general pu poses and road purposes, received as per Wild 
Land Tax Books, for the Township of Delaware, in each year from 1820 
till 1841 inclusive, as per S'hcdules N and R, also showing how the 
amount received lias been disposed of. On the Credit side of this state­
ment, your Commissioners intended to show the manner in which these 
sums had been disposed of ; but finding that the amount received for 
general purposes has not bce.n entered into the general cash account for 
the District, at the different audits by the M rgistiates, in such a manner 
as to show how much has been entered as received fdr each township 
separately, but just as 44 Wild Land Tax,” «0 much, vour Commissioners
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