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(Strange, while. il. 1 neverNovels," ‘Don Quixote,” by Cerrantoi. aswellas the friends ot those who 
and other books,' whic> were not ; never'returned, as happened to Are 
alone highly appreciated, but were boats’ crews (3» men) of the brigan- 
also most instructive. The stories at tine "Deerhound." owned and com- 
the fireside would generally he il- mand*d by Captain John Bartlett of 
lumined by the introduction ot_ a Brigue—familiarly known as Honest 
ghost, tortune-teUer, pirate, burled John,” who represented his native die- 
treasure (where the nigger appeared trict in the House of Assembly^ his 
Just as the pick struck the iron

ntt never’returned, as happened to, five
a girl with a red head. She’d be light­
headed—Editor.) Then came tny 
friend’s turn, who looked upon it all 
as a huge/joke. However, He cut the 
cards, like the other two. and to a 
greet deal she told, my friend paid no

____ I , attention. Then nhe studied the cards
ways acknowledged to be the pick'of more closely after he had again out 
the Bay. My friend bed two brothers. them, and assuming a solemn and s»r- 
tn the “Deerhound” that Spring; one ' teua tone she told him nhere. was 
returned safely, but the other will ( trouble In hie family.”—she explained 
only come bdck when the sea gives up It as “small sick beds.” My friend 
its dead. laughed gt her aifd said,"Woman. I

BAROMETER UPSET. have no family.’ She save him the
. oa7ds lgain. After looking

But tp return to the good ship trough them very carefully, she tnra- 
▲beona. On April *th, the morning ed her eyt„ gt^tsht towards his face. 
op«med up beautifully, with b clear aDd Bay. ^here is. and tbare is ser- 
blne sky. and continued so up to 11 loua tr0Qble ,OUP family.” Con-

A CHRISTMAS FIRE-SIDE TALE.
\V THE PREDICTIONS OF A LOCAL 
PROPHETESS TURNED OUT CORRECT.

A PACK OF CARDS THE MEDIUM.

By H. F. SHORTIS.

and when the opportune time arrived mystic thrown In as a flavoring. My 
was told with the burning eloquence Btory will have the fortune-teller as 
of a Demosthenes or a Cicero, or the principal character in the caste. 

1 handed down to posterity in tÿe well- ! and it can he relied on as being strict- 
rounded periods and sonorous, se^^ lÿÿcoi^ect, jas I have received it from 
tences of Herodotus, or the more gen- an old- ,friend, whose veracity cannot 
tie, hut equally fascinating Lfry/wt»’ be’queritionfcd.
tells the story of his country and the ! T$œ ^mouS FIRST OF MARCH, 
deeds of her sons In a spirit of . .
patriotism, which has given to pos- [ In 1868 my friend sailed to the e- 
terlty a graphic record ot the proud floes in the good ship Aheona, <^wnea 
race from which they sprung, and and commanded by Captains Sam anc 
sheds a halo of immortality over the Jonathan Spracklin of Cupids. The 
seven-hilled city by the banks of the first of March was a day to ho re- 
ancient Tiber. numbered by the boys of 60 years as»-

X _ „ well on that date, the “AbeûR*,. ft
XMAS REMINISCENCES. syuare>rigqod brigantine, with square

But as the cycle of old Father Time foresail—fofetopeail, topgallant sail 
has run its course, and the season has and royal; fore and aft mainsail, 
arrived when old and young have na- | mainrtopsatl, top-gallant sail and 
sembled round the comfortable _ afhl main royal.-wain, middle, math top- 
happy fireside (even as.we used to do gallant staysail, tore-etayaall, W and 
in the days of yore, over the old- dying jib. She was considered by her 
fashioned obsolete dog-irons and open owners and crew the “daisy of the 
grate) during the Christmas festival, fleet," especially for sheet or pan Ice. 
it is customary t.o relate the stories of to pass over four weeks buffeting with 

oùr countryman head winds, "snow-storms and the

• cannot too often repeat that I 
I .un proud of the deeds of my 

countrymen in the days 
J gone by. 1 Their adventures. 
on sea and land, will one day be 
br the historian. Although hidden 
■ears, aye, for centuries the deeds 
nolle people are hound sooner or 
, and through unexpected 
ce5, to come to the surface, when 
orchlight of historical analysis 
be flashed upon them, and they 
be assigned to that place to which 
legitimately belong, in the glor- 
sacriflces which have been wil- 

y made to build up that Empire 
hich we are all so proud to call 
gives sons. From time immemor- 
[rom the early dawn of history, 
Ind the historian exalting the 
s and exploits of the heroes and 
lars of the nation whereof he 
i? It should not therefore be 
Eht egotistical and vain glorious 
ur part when we express a rou­
ble pride in the triumphs and 
-vm-ents ot our countrymen. This 

patriotism. This is what 
-y ancient Greece and Rome to 
hich pitch of civilization, which 

ed for them, alternately, the 
i title of "Mistress of the World.” 
y deed of their sous, whether as 
ert statesmen, orators, poets, or 
lar- was jealously treasured up

hurricane from- the North Wist, and 
continued for many days. After two | 
weeks taxing to and reaching, with 
the gale right off the land, blowing 
about West North West, all hands 
were agreeably surprised, when al­
most suddenly they found themselves 
In warm water. The vessel which was 
carrying a burden ot ice, shook çft her 
"white mantle." and rose to the seas 
Mke a duck. The wind moderated, 
but the seas ran high, hut they took 
on hoard about MO ieal-peite, whtca 
bad been fastened to the heavy tow- 
line, and thrown overboard, with one 
end fastened to the foremast. The oil 
from the pelts not only calmed the 
troubled waters, but helped to beep 
the ship up to the seas when lying to. 
I must pass over many incidents 
which would be of interest to the un­
initiated, but my narrative is becom­
ing too lengthy. Finally they,, got a 
light breese from the South Bast, and 
after running for 14 hours, the navi­
gator, Capt. Sam Spracklin, got sound­
ings, and informed all hands they 
were South East of the Virgin Reeks. 
He then gave the helmsman the 
course, and with a fair breese and 
every inch of canvas set—studding 
sails included-^they finally sighted 
Cape Broyle. Head on the port bow, 
and in due course dropped anchor in 
the historic harbor of St. John’s—on 
the 15th of May. After landing their 
fat, and being paid off (leas 20 cents 
per "shot hole”) which Wis the cus- 
ttuSr in..tlumeudaya of, “take ,ti»t is 
given, you and-be thankful,”- they de-1

the past in which 
played the most important and , in­
teresting part In the old days, tv hen 
I was a boy, one of the party, noted as 
an elocutionist, was selected to read 
for the benefit of all concerned such 
Instructive and interesting literature 
as the "Scottish Chiefs,” the "Chil­
dren of the Abbey,” "Waverley
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tell the tale of the great disaster. 
(Prophecy No. 2 correct). Now for the 
last point in Mother F’s predictions. 
My friend sailed from Cupids in a, 
fore-and-aft schooner about June 1st, 
bound to Horse 
Northern
Grady in due course. There my friend 
and two -other ypnng. men of the crew 
■diseV’barked-',And took charge of their 
own “bully-boat”—a three-sail boat, 
about 20 feet keel. After performing 
some repairs— they launched her, beat 
sal|s, ballasted and provisioned her. 
aaff with the rest of the fleet, set sail 
for Stag Bay. and the first run was 
from Grady to Cut-Throat, having to 
harbor there owing to Arctic ice. It 
was now wen up - in dune. Having 
spent the night at Cut-Throat, they 
left the next morning early- The leader 
was a Captain David Dixon, of Indian 
Harbor, Guysborougb, Nova Scotia, 
owner and commander of the fast 
sailing clipper “Sherbrook.” Dixon
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have In all the mediums, .table-rap-* this grotesque fact tfian that strang- 
ping, crystal-gazing, oulja board^I and er plant? It is a curious phenomen­
al! (he other mystic arrangement's,! on only, a hothouse spectacle and not 
which are playing upon the minds of ( an abiding food product.a "doubting Thome».’’ But let the re­

sult speak tot it#elf,*"and let the the poor deluded mortals, whg attend 
their seances on both sides of the At­
lantic, and are hypnotised Into the 1 
belief that they are in correspondence 
with some departed friend—who is 
probably enjoying their antics to com­
municate with him, but would prefer 
to be left alone to enjoy the peace 
and happiness of his new abode. I pre­
fer Mother F. She at least told what 
was about to happen, and it turned out 
correct in every particular. I trust 
this true story will enable the readers 
ot the Evening Telegram to pass a 
pleasant hour or so during the Christ­
mas Festive Season, and I wish them 
one and all a Merry Christmas a|£ 
a Happy and Frespereue New Tear.

tion. Hams and flitches ot bacon, 
cheese, raisins, currants, and every­
thing from a “needle to an anchor." 
Dixon and the boat and crew left Cut- 
Throat in early morning, and about 
noon they had to harbor at the Black 
Brook, a short distance South of Cape 
Harrison—the ice being close to the 
Cape. Black Brook is only a bight, 
and Dixon had to anckojr In the Gnt. 
Those in the emhll boat could go In 
the Brook, which widened Into a 
lake, consequently they were . safe 
from being crushed, or thrown up on 
the rocks by *the Arctic floe, which 
came in that evening with an easterly 
wind, and put the -good ship “Sher­
brook” up on a sunken rock, and broke 
a hole in her bottom, and she nearly 
filled with water, but the,pumps could 
keep the water down, while with the 
assistance of a shore boat's crew, the 
cargo was' landed In fairly good con­
dition. The shore boat's crew made no 
charges for services rendered, but 
Capt.' Dixon was not the man to allow 
a good Samaritan to go unrewarded, 

: so he filled the little craft to almost 
overflowing, and on th**’ third day, 
when the wind changed anff the ice 
began to move off, they'Were about the 
first et the- fleet to rotiffd Cape Hhrri- 
<on, and shape their course for Horse 
Tickle, Stag Bay, with thilr treasure- 
throve. '

UP TO THE P8TCHI8TS. • 
And now I ask can Sir Oliver Lodge, 

Sir Conan Doyle, Including their 
mediums, beat the prophecies ,ot
Mother F----- ----- . But I forgot—these
spiritists only deal with, the other 
worM—to my mind quite unnecessary; 
because, it they will bnly have 
patience tojr a decade or so, they will 
know all about it, Without the as­
sistance of a medium, and let us hope 
they will be provided with a fairly 
comfortable corner, where they can 
correspond from the other end with 
the poor struggling mortals on this 
sublunary sphere. But as It Is to-day, 
I am compelled to have more faith In

It—attribute it to whatever source 
they please, but the fact remains, 
clear and irrefutably And now I will 
give events as they happened. One of 
the crew of the “Atteons/’ -»ac Rich­
ards by name, of Clarke’s Beach, had 
|20 (or five pounds as it was then) in 
cash stolen from Ms chest. After 
talking matters over with a few 
chosen comrades, one dry old-timer 
remarked, “Don’t~cry Ike, you’ll find 
out who took your money—go right
away up "to Mother F-----------(as she
was called).” Ike said "go where! you 
might Just as well go to Davey
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Christmas Does
Not Stand Alone.

CLOCK
v ». ' It Christmas stood alone it would 

he an idle piockery. Bit It does not 
stand alone. It is part of a year. 
Yet it is a peculiar part. It Is that 
brief period ltt which the chUA rhip 
the world. ' «•'"

It marks nowadays the culmination 
of a civilization which has bad a lead­
ing principle. The selfish, the hard, 
the gasping and the ’’unsparing *fe ; 
out and apart that one week from the ! 
great flowing tide of the development 1 

The men or ;

The Rulle Clock is a Wonder. 
Needs no winding, no cleaning, 
no repairs, gives no trouble. 
Takes ten. seconds to start, goes 
accurately for Ten Years. Su­
persedes all. Systems.

/ ÆW Can be made 
«W/bO more easily 
J7*2~. Vs comfortable 

Y/ and pfeoeur- 
tÉsÊm*? lE able by the 

; J installation 
of this 
ei™ple>
'economical

TO: o device.
v - Sates you

**• one-third
tf your fuel bill Keeps out cold and 
draft, dust end soot, deadens noise» 
and slope rattle.

■Ceeo Metal Weatherstrips placed on 
your windows and doors relieves you

- — * X l-'-L a'-1’ .1 V ■! II m. ..nk ’I’1,A..

J. T. LAMB,
Agent for Newfoundland. 

decl2,6i,eodof the world’s progress, 
woman who does not know this or 
sea it or feel it is alien to the Christian 
spirit and to all the products wrought 
by the Christ spirit in the twenty cen­
turies last past.

Christmas day, then, brings a mes­
sage. But it also sings a song of hope 
and calls aloud a prophecy. The mes­
sage is that gentleness is titr stronger 
than force and that the greatest goiter 
on earth Is the compelling power of 
tenderness. * '
' Every Christmas tree Is lit with that 

light. The great flood of presents 
bear this as Its message. The Offger 
and charity of the whole reason ate 
fed by this love.

If the result of this process 
a century flower, however, or one that 
blooms even only once a year, 
of what use Is this more than t|*t,

May oil our Friend*, both town 
and outport, hap* s right royal

St. John’s
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and other lung Diseases
Claims many Ÿlctims in Canada and 

should be guarded against.

MINARD’S UNIMENT
Is a great preventative being one of 
the oldest remedies used. Mlnard’s 
Liniment has relieved thousands cases 
of Grippe, Bronchitis, Sore Throat, 
Asthma and kindred diseases. It Is 
an enemy to Germs. Thousands of 
bottles being used every day. For 
sale by all druggists and general deal-
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effective, and last as long as the build-
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