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Association Meeting
Lady Davidson’s FarewelL

The W. P. A. annaul meeting, held 
on Saturday afternoon in the Gren­
fell Hall was very largely attended. It 
was notable as being the last such 
meeting to be presided over by Lady 
Davidson. The meeting being called 
to order. Lady Davidson made the fol­
lowing address:

Sept. 29th, 1917.
THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

This is the fourth annual meeting 
and we will follow our usual custom 
of first presenting to you the reports 
of the various branches of work done 
during the past year.

It is most gratifying to note the 
sustained increase in our out-put and 
also an increase in the variety of our 
work.

I will not waste time in dwelling on - 
this now, as, when you have heard the 
reports, you can judge for yourselves, 
and may also be justly proud of j 
your share in its production.

The Outports have been and are do- f 
ing splendidly. They deserve great 
praise. Their work is of excellent 
quality and comes in steadily. I do 
not think I am far out when I say it is 
about equal to that done in St. John's. 
This is a very great credit to them, as
the majority of our branches are little
isolated places round the coast, that 
do not hear much war news, and it 
would be small blame to them if they 
failed to maintain sustained interest 
in the war-work. This, however, is 
not the case here in Newfoundland, 
which is loyal to the core all the ; 
country through.

I have now been in Newfoundland j 
for very nearly five years, and U 
have travelled all round the Colony, ’ 
stopping at the majority of the Out- j 
ports, and the most striking feature 1 
is the bits of old Devonshire and old 
Dorsetshire or old Ireland, that one 
finds settled down here and there, 
quite unchanged; and the charming 
pride they retain of their old far away 
homes in the Mother Country. And it 
is from such homes as these that the 
fine young men of our Newfoundland 
Regiment have come. It Is-little won­
der that they have done so well and 
made such a sulendid name for them­
selves and their country. They come 
trom the best of stock and from their 
infancy they have had difficulties and' 
hardships to contend with, and while 
yet in their teens they often have to 
face dangers, such as we, who live in 
towns, little realize. They have won 
imperishable fame for their home­
land,—the name of Newfoundland 
stands high and is now a household 
word to every one all the Empire over.

Now that your men- have, done so 
much for the honour and glory of 
Newfoundland, it behoves the women 
to continue to do their part. I do not 
desire you for one instant to imagine 
that I think the women of Newfound­
land have not done their patriotic 
duty. Far from it,—our reports alone 
show the splendid'-t^ork you have all 
done, and I salute you one and all 
my good friends of tile W.P.A., and I 
congratulate you on your share in 
contributing to Newfoundland’s fame 
as one of Old England's most staunch 
supporters. But as I said at the be­
ginning, we are now entering on our 
fourth winter’s work, and there is 
likely to be some who might , think 
they had done enough and would like 
to drop out. To those I say most em­
phatically.—Please Don’t. Stick to 
the work^and help to increase the out­
put this winter still more and more 
than it was last,—for the Glory of Old 
Newfoundland.

I have to drop out,—and let me as­
sure you, this Is a great grief to me.
I had so ardently hoped that I might 
be here to the end of the war, and 
with our work" up to the finish, but 
this not to be. The authorities have 
willed it otherwise, so, to my great 
rtgret, I must go. But that will not 
ih any way affect the good work of 
U*. W.P.A., the organization being in 
such able hands, and running so au­
tomatically that it Is of little or no
account as to whether my name or 
that of some other and probably more

efficient lady’s name is placed as 
President at the head of your national 
organization. I am not at all sure 
that in the fourth year of our work 
It is not better to have some one fresh 
out from England to lead on the fin­
ish a work that might grow stale un­
der the present leader of the Execu­
tive. Anyhow let us all firmly be­
lieve that it is for the betterment of 
the W.P.A. that the change has now 
come.

I have no doubt that my successor 
at Government House will take up the 
work with the greatest Interest, and 
I most earnestly ask of you all to 
give her and your own beloved W. P. 
A. organization your very fullest sup­
port, and prove to the world that New­
foundland Is really what she has al­
ready shown herself to be the loyal, 
steadfast and enduring country to the 
end.

I must now say a few words about 
our new quarters. "We have to thank 
Mrs. Pitts for so kindly and promtply 
placing her fine house, Sutherland 
Place, in King’s Bridge Road, at 
the disposal of the W. P. A. It is an 
ideal place and you will all be far 
more comfortable than I could ever 
make you at Government House. On 
the ground floor there are two large 
beautifully lighted work rooms—one 
for socks and shirts, and one for Red 
Cross Work. Here I look forward to 
greeting you all next week and see­
ing you settle in your various groups 
in what you make your special corn­
ers.

You see I know so well where you 
all sit, when you came to Government 
House, and I always missed you when 
you were absent,—now I must think 
of you in your new places.

Upstairs In Sutherland Place, we 
have a splendid large cutting room 
and store room and the office, and at 
the back of the ground floor in the 
kitchen, we shall welcome the moss 
pickers, and I am-glad to think that 
these ladies are going to be more 
comfortably accommodated than they 
have been in the past. Now I have 
told you all about our new headquart­
ers, and all I have left to say for the 
present is, will you give me the great 
and lasting pleasure of letting me see 
very full rooms this week, with the 
knowledge that they are going to con­
tinue to be so all through the coming 
winter? We all pray to God this may 
be the last war-winter, and we shall 
join in the peace-rejoicings with a 
happier feeling, and with lighter 
hearts, if we know we have done our 
best and worked steadily and hard 
up to the finish. I hope thit another 
full report will be published next 
spring, after the winter's work is 
over, and I trust that the Committee 
will remember me, knowing the last­
ing Interest I shall always take In 
Newfoundland and all her works, and 
will send me a copy.

The accompanying statements were 
then submitted, as were those of the 
different committees :

SECRETARY’S REPORT.
In presenting the third annual re­

port of the Women’s Patriotic As­
sociation, I beg to say that It is ne­
cessarily somewhat incomplete. I un­
dertook the office of Secretary in 
January last, only, and was therefore 
not in touch with the happenings of 
the previous three months.

The obligations and responsibilities 
of a large organization like this, bear 
heavily upon all its officers, but my 
early struggles with the duties of 
Secretary were materially lessened by 
the excellent system and the business­
like efficiency with which the work 
had been been conducted by my pre­
decessor in office, Mrs. Cluny Mac- 
pherson, to whom the Association 
owes Its most grateful thanks.

Entering upon the fourth year of 
the war, I am glad to be able to 
chronicle no lack of enthusiasm on 
the part of our large and representa­
tive body of workers. Our wofk-rooms 
are as well attended as ever, and 
neither in quality nor in quantity has 
our work suffered. New branches 
both in the oity and in the outlying
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districts have been formed, and new 
members enrolled, especially in the 
department of Red Cross Work, for 
which* It has been found necessary to 
have a special Secretary. There are 
now four large and flourishing Red 
Cross branches in St. John’s alone, 
turning ont all manner of hospital re­
quisites df first rate quality, and up- 
to-date in every particular. During 
the last twelve months we have sent 
forward hospital supplies *to the valuq 
of $14,046.00, and Oomforts with $80"- 
339.-00, over $44,000.00 all told, for the 
monetary value of our year’s work.

During these three years of war 
the Women’s Patriotic Association has 
provided for the use of oui sold­
iers and sailors an immense quantity 
of shirts and socks of excellent qual­
ity and beautiful workmanship, which 
have never failed to elicit the un­
qualified admiration of all the Soci­
eties overseas that have handled 
them. Some of us, perhaps, are apt 
to regret that the opportunities of 
wider war service which come to wo­
men in other and less remote coun­
tries, have been denied to us, but at 
least, we can say with truth, that we 
have set ourselves heartily to the task 
that was nearest us. And it cannot be 
denied that what we have done consti­
tutes a work of real national import­
ance.

For sometime past the entire out­
put of shirts has been sent to our 
own men, together with 2,000 pairs of 
socks per month, any surplus of socks 
and tlje bulk of our Hospital supplies 
going to Queen Mary’s Needlework 
Child. One branch “Vigornia,” sends 
its output of Red Cross Work to the 
St. John Ambulance Association. You 
will see presently from the reports of j 
the various Committees how ably 
their work in the City has been car­
ried on, and from the Outport branch­
es we continually receive gratifying 
accounts of the industry anil enthusi­
asm of their members, which encour­
age us to feel that all parts of the 
Island are one with us In our efforts 
to bring our work to the highest point 
of efficiency.

Gn arrival in England our ship­
ments are, for the most part, taken 
in charge by the Newfoundland War 
Contingent Association. This Society 
has assumed the task of distributing 
comforts to our men, thereby making 
it an assured façt that they are ade­
quately supplied. Under its jurisdic­
tion the articles are repacked for 
distribution by a_Commiti.ee of La­
dies, all Interested In Newfoundland, 
and are transferred by the War Of­
fice, free of cost, through Queen All 
exandra’s Field Force Fund, as for­
merly.

The Newfoundland War Contingent 
Association has a Committee for reg­
ularly visiting our sick and wounded, 
and our men on leave. It looks after 
their welfare in every particular, 
even to providing recreation for them, 
and through its generosity and fore­
thought Newfoundland prisoners of 
war in Germany are now regularly 
supplied with weekly parcels of food 
and other necessities. It has spent 
time and money and much endeavour 
on behalf of Newfoundland, and we 
owe this Association far more than 
most of us are aware of, for its un­
tiring efforts to secure the weR-being 
of our fighting men.

During the last few months the W. 
P. A. has considerably extended its 
operations. In February it issued an 
appeal for funds in aid of Homes of 
Rest, founded in memory of the Mar­
tyred Nurse, Edith Cavell, In which 
nurses Invalided home from the war 
might recuperate.f We asked for the 
sum of $2,000 and over $2,800 was 
raised. This amount sufficied to en­
dow a Newfoundland Room, thus en­
abling us to feel that we are ade­
quately represented In so worthy an 
enterprise.

On May the 23rd a “Tag Day” was 
held by the W. P. A., under the man­
agement of a very energetic and ca­
pable Committee. The handsome sum 
of $3,001 was realized, which was 
handed to the Imperial Red Cross 
Fund.

On July the 14th a “Flower Day” In 
aid of the French Red Cross was held 
also under the auspices of the W. P. 
A. It was very ably managed by 
Mrs. Charles Harvey, assisted by the 
“Tag Day” Committee, and the re­
sults were 'again eminently satisfac­
tory, turning over to that most deserv­
ing fund the sum of approximately 
$1,200.

Several other minor activities have 
been undertaken and successfully car­
ried through, but our great work, the 
Monument to our year’s industry, so 
to speak, upon which we may be per­
mitted to look with special pride, has 
been our share In the establishment of 
a Convalescent Hospital for sick and 
wounded soldiers and sailors, an in­
stitution for which it was felt there 
had long been a serious need. Water­
ford Hall, an ideal spot for the pur­
poses, was most generously given by 
Sir Edgar Bowring to the W.P:A. for 
so long a périod es the need "for a Con­
valescent Hospital should exist, and 
the generous donor has continued ever 
since to take the deepest interest in 
Us welfare. He has instituted many 
improvements, among them a recre­
ation room, new bathroom and lava­
tories, si new well (as the water sup­
ply was insufficient) and a garage. 
The hospital is greatly indebted to

many other -kind friends as well, es­
pecially to Mr. G. M. Barr, for the gift 
of a motor car, Which is a source of 
great pleasure to the patients and al­
so affords an opportunity for them 
to qualify as chauffeurs. Sixty-five 
patients have been treated here. There 
are at present 32 patients, and the 
staff numbers 8. The entire equip­
ment of both hospital and annex cost 
about $4600. Its running expenses 
amount to $650.00 per month, or 70c. 
per patient per day, and it has at pres­
ent a balance in the bank of $1,460.00.

The Institution is managed by a 
Board of Control, on which the W. P. 
A. is well represented, and the oner* 
ous secretarial work is most efficient­
ly "‘performed by our own Red Cross 
Secretary, Mrs. John Harvey. As I 
said before, we consider the Conval­
escent Hospital exceptionally well 
managed, and though the work is 
done by Mrs. John Harvey, we are all 
very .proud of our share in its suc­
cess, vicarious though it he.

This Association Is about to sustain 
a severe loss. I had almost said an 
irreparable one. As we know. Lady 
Davidson, our President, will shortly 
be leaving the Colony, and we all 
know what she has been to us. What 
would the W. P. A.^^gve done at its 
beginning without her talent for or­
ganization, and her splendid grasp of 
detail ; her vision, her exceptional 
ability and her Indefatigable capacity 
for work, and withal, her kindly en­
couragement and sympathy? It would 
be difficult indeed to overestimate all 
that her inspiring leadership and her 
stimulating co-operation have meant 
to our Association. We say ‘Good-bye’ 
to her with the deepest regret, and 
we feel that it will be difficult, If not 
impossible, for anyone to fill her 
place.

Under the circumstances it was im­
possible for us to continue using Gov­
ernment House as our headquarters, 
and the outlook appeared cheerless 
in the extreme. Before, however, any 
attempt could be made to secure other 
premises in- which to carry on our 
work, Mrs. Pitts came to the rescue 
with the offer of the splendid house 
adjoining her own residence on King’s 
Bridge Road. She has not only pro­
vided us with a house but has under­
taken the expense of heating and 
lighting It for our occupancy during 
the winter. This truly munificent 
offer makes it possible for us to con­
tinue .our work without a break. All 
the machinery necessary for the 
workroom and offices has been transe 
ferred to “Sutherland Place” and ev­
erything will be in readiness for work 
on Monday, October 1st. But for this 
most generous and timely help from 
Mrs. Pitts the W. P. A. would now be 
homeless wanderers, and I know I am 
voicing the sentiment of ’this meeting 
In offering her our warmest thanks.

As the war goes on there will be 
increasing demands upon our resour­
ces, which are just now at a very low 
ebb. I trust that the appeal for funds 
which was one of Lady Davidson’s 
last official acts, will meet with that 
cheerful generosity with which New­
foundland has responded to every Pat­
riotic call. And, I may remind you, 
those who furnish us with the “sinews 
of war” are after all the authors of all 
the benefits which we are able to 
transmit to our brave men overseas.

Although our energjes seem fully 
occupied at present with the work in 
hand,—that of furnishing our troops’ 
with comforts and hospital supplies,— 
and although their needs are insistent 
and show no sign of slackening, we 
shall no doubt be called upon as time 
goes on, to Interest ourselves In Pat­
riotic Work along other lines. The 
problem of Food Conservation and so-* 
clal economy is one which surely eon-’ 
eerns women and which we might 
well consider.

The question of Child Welfare was 
brought recently before the citizens 
of St-. John’s, and the W. P. A. was 
invited to co-operate in the movement. 
It is not quite clear at present how 
this Association can forward the 
work, but there is no doubt that the 
need for action is great, and when we 
are called upon to help, I trust our 
response will be prompt and ade­
quate Many problems will surely 
arise out of this war which women 
can help to solve. Let us look upon' 
all such as a National Obligation. Let 
us welcome responsibility, and let us 
show our loyalty by meeting every de­
mand which we can supply with a 
steady purpose which shall leave no 
room for failure.

work done. With increased revenue 
has oome increased expenditure, due 
in great measure to the taking up of 
Red Cross work at Government House, 
and during the past year we have 
spent for hospital requisites the sum 
of $8,600.00. In doing so we are for­
tunate m being able to use our money 
to the very best advantage from the 
fact that our agents in New York sup­
ply us with the best -quality of ma­
terial at a minimum cost 

The money spent on wool alone for 
St. John’s and outports reached the 
■sum of $12,000.00 This Is a very big 
item in our expenditure, but we do 
not grudge It as our men at the front 
have the comfort of our excellent 
socks which have attracted the ad­
miration of all who have seen them.

For flannel and flannelette we have 
spent $2,700.4)0. Workroom requisites, 
cartage, telegrams, etc., as may be 
seen by reference to the balance sheet 
attachd are responsible for the re­
maining expenditure, leviang us with 
a balance in hand of $3,099.63. Al­
though our balance is a small one we 
are beginning the fourth year of our 
work with the utmost confidence that 
the generosity and patriotism which 
have upheld us in the past will not be 
lacking in the future.

Our accounts have been audited by 
Messrs. Reid, Son and Watson, and a 
balance sheet signed by them is laid 
on the table for your Inspection.
HONORARY TREASURER’S CASH 

ACCOUNT.
Receipts.

Aug. 13, 1916—
To balance brought

forward............. $7,722.44
Jan. 8, 1917—
To balance from 

Honorary Secre­
tary’s account 
now amalgamat­
ed .. ..$5,043.93 

Add int’est - 33.02 $5,076.95 
Less paid to Sir 1 

Wm. Horwood for 
Cot Fund 53.08 $6,023.87 

Sept. 15, 1917—
To received from 

Outport Branches
for materials .. $6,106.38 $11,130.25 

Donations and Sub­
scriptions from
all sources .. .. $13,366.96

màm

13th AUG- 1916.—15th 
Payments.

Sept. 15, 1917—
By materials includ­

ing freight and
insurance..$27,096.89

By badges..... 310.31
By cartage, postage

and telegrams ., 60.89
By prltning and sta­

tionery .............. 348.03
By advertising ... 181.85
By Mrs. J. Harvey,

Hon. Sec’y.
For Placentia, 65.00
For Placentia, per
Mrs. Hannam, 5.00
For Oderin .. 36.00 106.00
■By flags for Tag

Days............ .. 381.29
By Naval and Mili­

tary Convalescent 
Hospital Funds..

■By Sundries .. ..
'.By balance—
Cash in hand .... 1.20
Bank of Montreal 3i098i43

$32,209.65
SEPT, 1917,

466.68
158.08 29,110.02

3,099.63

$32,209.65
We have audited the above state­

ment with the Books and Vouchers, 
'and certify it to be correct.

We have verified the balance at the 
iBank.

G. N. READ, SON & WATSON,
Chartered Accountants, 

Honorary Auditors.
(Continued on 7th page.)

ARMINE N. GOSLING, »
Hon. Secretary.

-------  t
TREASURER’S REPORT.

At the end of the third year of thW 
Association I beg as Honorary Treas­
urer to present my report:

We began on the first of September,
1916, with a balance in hand of $?,- 
722.44, Since then the money entrust­
ed to us for expenditure has reached 
the large sum of $32,209.69. This 
amount as usual has come to us from 
individual subscriptions in St John’s 
and outports and a large percentage, 
from entertainments of various kinds, 
which are a most fruitful sourc» of 
revenue. That our funds should have’ 
been so large is a great source of 
gratification, as the Association made 
no appeal for help during the past 
year, and in this manner the public- wntnwa' 
have shown their appreciation of the

flonsehold Notes.
If there is a goodly portion of hot 

cake batter left, stir in some currants 
and bake as dropcakes.

To wash a clothesline wind it 
round the lower end of a washboard 
scrub, rinse and set out in the sun to 
dry.

Dip pieces of bread in the juice 
from the roast beef; brown them in 
a skillet on top of the stove. This 
makes a delicious toast.

Orange rinds parboiled and pre­
served in clear thick syrup are very 
convenient to have handy to use in 
cookies, pies, etc.

Any cereal may be cooked through 
the day while the fire is hot, put into 
a glass jar And he warmed by stand­
ing the jar In "hot water.

It is possible to can fruits with­
out sugar by using boiling water in 
place of the hot syrup. But one 
must know exactly how to do it.

After one has been exposed to 
Jiggers” or sand ticks in the woods 

a hot salt-water bath will make un- 
pleant results less likely.

Put a little salt in the water In 
which greens are washed, and the in­
sects will rise up to the top. Be 
sure to rinse quickly in plain water.

Mix the cake while the vegetables 
are boiling. Let it bake while you 
are eating your dinner, and the time 
for baking a cake is not noticed.

Rust-Proof 
CORSETS

are proving daily their trust­
worthiness.

Trusty for delineating a 
good figure; for service and com­
fort, and—by no means the least 
—their rust-proof feature.

It is. a Corset that one may, 
if one wishes, launder as easily 

as lingerie. ButN Warner’s Rust-proof Corsets 
are so moderately ^priced that oftentimes the 
luxury of a new païr cannot be resisted.

Price from $1.49 per pair up.
EVERY PAIR GUARANTEED.
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AGENTS.

Pears and Gravenslein Apples.
100 Half Barrels Pears,

150 Barrels Gravenslein Apples,
100 Crates Silver Peel Onions,

80 Cases California Oranges.
All counts. Due to arrive ex steamer. Prices right

BURT & LAWRENCE,
14 NEW GOWER STREET.

STANFIELD’S
Reliable, Unshrinkable

at Low Prices.
j

We are now offering a full range of STANFIELD’S 
CELEBRATED WOOL UNDERWEAR for Men, 
Women and Boys at money-saving prices.

These prices cannot be repeated when this stock 
runs out. We booked this lot some time ago, since 
when, on most lines, the manufacturers’ prices have 
advanced over twenty per cent., and further advances 
are likely.

Our Retail Prices are Low,
being based on our purchase prices arranged practi­

cally a year ago.

Remember, STANFIELD’S WOOL UNDERWEAR 
IS ALL ROUND RELIABLE UNDERWEAR.
IT HAS A REPUTATION BEHIND IT.
IT WILL NOT SHRINK OR GET HARD IN THE 

WASH. THE PRICE IS LOW.
No Underwear will give you better service. Also, 

that we aim to give you the best'service possible.
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NO MATTER HOW THE 
FIRE IS CAUSED

if you’re not insured, you’re 
a loser. Take time to see 
about your policies. We give 
you ’the best companies and 
reasonable rates. ,

FERCŒJ6HNS6K
Insurance Agi —mtm
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