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will be marked by I be built up amounting to 23 miles.
' than nrftinnrv m_ Farther west in southeastern Saskat

chewan the line from Weyburn to 
Stoughton will be brought to comple
tion. The distance across country be
tween these two lines is 42 miles. The 
purpose of the company in connect
ing the two lines is to afford a means 
of getting tlie grain from the Soo line 
eastward tq- the city .of Winnipeg 
without sending it over the heavy 
grades, whicbi: are found on the line 
running cast from Estevan. All the 
wheat from the Soo line will be sent 
by this new route to Winnipeg this 
fail.

In Northern Saskatchewan.
In Northern Saskatchewan, work 

will be resumed on the. Sheho. exten
sion and this line will be built into 
Lanigan. From Asquith west, the 
new line will be pushed on for a dis
tance of two hundred miles, until 
connection is effected with the line 
running eastward from Wetaskiwin. 
The completion o£ this line will afford 
the direct connection with the city 
of Edmonton. Grain from the north
ern portion of Sasktachewan will also 
be shipped over this line, instead of 
being forwarded-over the longer route 
via the Pheasant Hills branch.

Steel will be laid on the line run
ning west from Moose Jaw. During 
last season this line was completed 
to Tuxford and it is the expectation 
of the company that this year an 
additional titty miles will be complet
ed. Grade revision work will be car
ried on between Swiit Current and 

! Medicine Hat, the work as far as 
: Swift Current having been completed 
j last year. West of the mountains, 
the task of replacing the wooden

Tlie current year i 
occurrences of more than ordinary in- : 
t. rest in the matter of railway con
duction. Not only will the total 
mileage put under operation be large, 
but among the lines which will be 
completed will be several of much 
consequence. Tlie direct line of tlie 
Canadian Pacitic from Winnipeg to 
Edmonton will be finished, and will 
lie opened for transportation, as will 
also the new main line of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific to tlie same city. The 
former will have, as a result of the 
v, ar"s operations,1 a double track on a 
portion of this through line to Edmoiv 
an, although tlie two tracks will be at 
r„nie distance from one another, otic 
b-hig the old Northwestern line, run
ning0 through Yorkton and Sheho to 
Lanigan. which will be the most di
rect route, and the other being via the 
pheasant Hills branch, the two unit
ing at Lanigan station. There will 
thus be afforded two new main line-, 
between Winnipeg and Edmonton, 
with a partial double track on one '.l 
ti,? two. To match this great dev.'.- 
opinent and to make provision tor ti*e 
rapidly increasing traffic, the doul le 
tracking of the Canadian Pacific fiom 
Winnipeg to Fort William will ha 
brought to a successful termination.

Four powerful corporations will un
ite to make the year memorable v.i 
the railway construction work of the 
country, the Canadian Pacific, the 
Grand Trunk Pacific, the Canadian

The Gigantic Undertaking in the West This Year of She Grand Trunk 
Pacific, The Canadian Pacific, The Canadian Northern and The Great 
Northern—Information Gathered by a Special Staff Correspondent of 
the Manitoba Free Press.

a probable list of the undertakings çt 
the year.

1. The completion of work on the 
Brandon-Begina branch.

2. Ballasting on the extension of 
the. line from Rossbum to Russell end 
the possible extension of the line to 
the northwest in' accordance with the 
plans of thé company as already fully 
outlined.

3. Ballasting of the line to the Pas 
Mission and the extension of tlie line 
in the direction of the Hudson Bay.

4. Track-laying on the line from 
Saskatoon to Goose Lake and tire 
possible extension of the litre.

5. Tra.ck-laying on the line running 
from Dalmeny on the main line, to 
Carleton. twenty-five miles.

6. Track-laying and further grading 
on the Oak Point line, about fifteen 
miles.

7. Track-laving and ballasting on 
the Oakland extension, along the wes
tern side of Lake Manitoba.
G.T.P. and National Transcontinental

1. The completion of the line from 
Portage to Winnipeg, fifty-five. miles.

2. The closing of the gap :i the line 
between Portage and Saskatoon.

3. Grading and track-layipg a!’ the 
way from Saskatoon to Edmonton.

4. Grading operations 'or ore nun. 
dred miles to the west of Edmonton 
on the contract of Foley, XV«La & 
Stewart.

5. Grading operations on the line 
for one hundred miles astward fieri 
Prince Rupert, on the contract of Fol
ey, Walsh & Stewart.

6. The completion by the G.T.P. of 
the line from Port Arthur to the point 
of junction with the main line.

the work of the contract of .J. D. 
McArthur at the present time, and 
during the Bummer there will be 
about 10,000 engaged. ‘

On, the Great Northern,
On the Great Northern, construc

tion and betterment work was carried 
On last season in Manitoba on the 
lines running from Neche, N.D., to 
Portage, from Walhalla to Morden, 
and from tit. John, N.D., to Brand-on. 
No announcement lias as yet been 
made regarding any new work to be 
undertaken by the company in the 
province this year. The total mile
age so far constructed amounts to 173 
miles, as follows: Neche to Portage, 
78 miles, Walhalla to Morden, 22 
miles, St. John to Brandon 73 miles.

In the far west, the Great Northern 
is gradually extending its lines in 
southern British Columbia, and is 
now operating a train to Keremeous. 
This line will be pushed westward 
along the banks of the Similkameen 
river this season,
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all the track. Work on the Battle riv
er bridge cannot, however, be well 
begun until the line of rail has reach
ed that point from Saskatoon, a dis
tance of two hundred and four miles. 
Three to four months will be requir
ed tq complete the permanent bridge 
over' the river. Should it appear that 
in view ol the length of time required 
for the construction of the bridge 
there is danger that the line will not 
be completed into Edmonton this 
year, the track laying machines will 
begin work from the Edmonton end 
and will push on the track laying 
from the Clover Bar bridge eastward.

Edmonton and West,
On the Grand Trunk Pacific west 

from Edmonton, the work will be 
done under the direction of Foley, 

contractors

Russell was comp.vted during tlie 
month of January, and this branch 
is also being operated by the con
struction department. Twenty-five 
miles of new track were laid, the road 
being extended -from Rossbum, gud 
on this, work trill" be continued this 
year. The plan < i the company con
template the exclusion of this line 
much farther to the northwest, and 
it is. believed that work on the exten
sion will be done this s-nson.

The steel on the line toHudson bay- 
will be carried forward sdme distance 
during the year. During 1907 the 
track was laid into Pas mission 83 
miles from Etiomami, and On this 
portion of the line the usual surfac
ing and ballasting gangs will be em
ployed. The work of track straight
ening is still to be done, which will 
occupy a force of men for a consider
able time.

On several branches grading was 
done during 1907, but no steel laid, 
and this work will necessarily be done 
during the coming summer. A branch 
line from Saskatoon in the direction 
of Goose lake and the great tract of 
wheat bearing land in that vicinity 
was begun, and the grading was com
pleted for a distance of twenty-five 
miles. This steel will be laid, and 
further construction work is regarded 
as a certainty during the coming

Walsh and Stewart, the 
for the construction of the dump for 
a distance of 126 miles. The same 
contractors will build the dump for 
a distance of six miles east from Ed
monton to the big bridge at Clover 
Bar. Large forces of men wrill be en
gaged with the usual working in both 
directions from the city. On the, Pa
cific coast Foley, Walsh and Stewart 
will also probably be engaged in 
building tlie line from Prince Rupert 
to a point one hundred miles dis
tant.

This section is an interesting one, 
owing to the fact that the larger por-

and the Canadian 
cities of the coast will wthout doubt 
be eventually readied by this route.

SUMMARY OF WORK.
The following summary will indi

cate briefly the railway construction 
418 miles in all, of which one-half 
male be said to be fully complete and 
the other half in process of comple
tion with a large proportion of the 
work finished.

2. The extension of the Stonewall
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with the exception of that which is 
being carried forward in the far west.

The larger sums of money will be 
expended by the Canadian Pacific 
and the Grand Trunk Pacific, both of 
which will be engaged in very impor
tant enterprises.

The Canadian Pacific,
In the undertakings of the fprmcr 

corporations are embraced from ten 
to a dozen separate contracts. jo. the 
oust of the city of Winnipeg work 
will be carried forward on the main 
line to Fort William, where the con
cluding work will be done on the 
double tracking. About one half of 
the truck on this new line has been 
laid, and the rock work is pretty well 
complete. The total distance to be 
built between Winnipeg and the 
lakes amounts to 418 miles, and the 
work remaining to be done consists 
chiefly in making the large tills along 
the line.

To the north of Winnipeg, the 
Stonewall branch will be extended 
through a timbered country, which 
will eventually become an important 
dairy and agricultural district. Twen
ty-four milés of track will be laid this 
year, and be brought in Winnipeg 
from the line next winter.

In southeastern Saskatchewan, the 
line from Wolseley to Reston will be 
completed, the distance remaining to

bridges with steel structures w ’1 be 
undertaken. The piers and abut
ments of these structures will be of 
concrete, and when possible ctnerete 
arches will be built. Similar bridge 
work will be done on the old Colum
bia and Western line in «nitin rn 
British Columbia, now a part •. i the 
Canadian Pacific system, all w- iern 
bridges being replaced with stem and 
concrete. Work will be done <>:. the, 
great eteel bridge at Lethbridge, 
which is to be one of the most impor
tant structures. of its kind in the 
World.

Canadian Northern.
"No announcement has as yet been 

made by the Canadian Northern1 re
garding the work to bo undertaken by 
that company this year. Even if no 
new contracts should be entered into, 
a large force of men would «till be re
quired to do the ballasting, surfacing, 
etcw which remains to be done on the 
new lilies which were constructed last 
season, as well as on the older lines 
ol the company, which must be im
proved. The line from Biandon to 
Regina was completed in the fall of 
last season, and is now being operated 
by the construction department, and 
ballasting operations will be carried 
forward on this line throughout the 
summer. A number of water tanks 
will he built, and some bridge work

t of Express Parcel, 
j March 28.—Yesterday at 
left wa ^committed at the 
I» hen a parcel containing

branch to Icelandic river, thirty-six 
miles.

3. The connection of Weyburn and 
Stoughton: The grade was built last 
year and the steel will be laid this 
year.

4. The completion of the line from
Wolseley to Reston. The grade is 
complete, and the remaining steel, 39 
miles,1 w...........................

7. The continuance by J. D. Mc
Arthur of the line from Winnipeg to 
the termination of his contract. On 
this line alone it is expected that at 
least eight thousand men will be em
ployed during {.lie season.

8. Work on the terminale in and 
about Winnipeg.

Oh the Great Northern.
1. The extension 61 the Spokane, 

Marcus. Grand Forks, and OroviUe 
line westward toward Winnipeg. .1 

The total cost of this railway con
struction and betterment work will 
be in excess of forty million dollars. 
Of this great sum about twenty mil
lion dollars will be expended by the 
Canadian Pacific and twenty million 
more by the Grand Trunk Pacific.

The number of rien required Ml 
be very large, but it is believed that 
there will be less difficulty in this re
gard than has been the case for a 
number of years. The following fig
ures from,tlie Labor Gazette of Janu
ary indicate the progress of the work 
on the Grand Thunk Pacific and the 
National Transcontinental up to the 
close of the past year.

On Eastern Division—
1. The total number of miles on the
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•ill be laid this year.
5. The Sheho extension. Thirty- 

seven miles into Lanigan.
6. Asquith to Hardisty. The dis

tance to be completed is 186 miles, on 
part of which the grading has been 
done. This is* a part of the. main line 
between Winnipeg and' Edmonton.

7. The Moose Jaw extension. Oper
ations will be continued this year 
from Tuxford in a northwesterly di
rection. Fifty miles ol additional 
track arc promised for this year.

6. Grade revision work, west from 
Swift Current on the Medicine Hat 
section. Also the Field hill grade re
vision work.

9. The Lethbridge bridge and the 
replacing of old bridges with steel 
structures on the Pacific division and 
in southern British Columbia.

On the Canadian Northern.
The work on the Canadian North

ern has not yet been officially outlin
ed. Local representatives of the com-
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summer. The company will also con
tinue the work on the Dalipeny-Carle- 
ton branch. On this line the dump 
was built for 25 miles last year, and 
the steel will probably be laid during 
the summer of 1906. 4?he further con
tinuance of the line at tlie present 
time is considered very uncertain.

The line running to Oak Point on 
the east shore of Lake Manitoba, will 
be extended, according to the plans 
of the company. Fifteen miles were 
opened up for construction, and dur
ing last season the grading was done 
for about three miles. The company 
is pursuing an energptfc policy in 
construction work on fhe west aide of

for. earth work and very little time 
will be- required for its completion. 
Large forces of men arc now engaged 
in track-laying west of the Touchwood 
hills.

From Saskatoon to Edmonton.
Officials of the company state that 

there is no reason to doubt that the 
line will be completed between Sas
katoon and Edmonton during the cur
rent year. The great impediment in 
tlie way of its completion is tlie con
struction of the Battle river bridge. 
Were it not for this bridge, there 
could be no doubt regarding the con
struction of the completed line, since 
one hundred and fifty days will lay

tion of.it is along the shore Of the 
ocean and the shore of the Skeena 
river. Sixty miles of the line is .of 
this nature and vessels with .supplies 
can roach the point of operation at 
any time. Much of the work done.is 
heavy rock cutting along the shore 
of the ocean and the river, but it is 
expected that the work involved could 
be completed in a comparatively short 
time. The value of the contract is 
understood to be in tlie neighborhood 
of $7,000,000.

East of the city J, D. McArthur will 
be engaged in the completion of his 
contract, for the construction of 247 
miles of the Rational Transcontin-
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