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Deatchs. the community, and should be presented to you for
Legislative sanction.

You are aware'that it is a rule of Inperial policy
generally to reserve to Parliament the consideration
of any question of differential or protective Duty
which may arise in the Colonies. Not refusing to inake
due allowance for subsisting irregularities of practice
in this respect, I an desirous in prospective Legis-
lation, to adhere to this maximn. But I grant that it
is more strictly applicable to maritime commerce than i
to the case of a Colony having direct aud extended
relations, along a frontier of many hundred miles,
vith a forcign country. Your Lordship is therefore

authorized to view the question as one to be deter-
mined according to the convictions of the people of
Canada, whatever they nay be, when constitutionally
brouglit before you in thei forin of a Legislative
measure.

With regard, liowever, to the forn of any such en-
actinent, supposing it to be introduced into discus-
sion, I would suggest what appears to Ier Majesty's
Govermnent a decided improvement upon that which
is employed iii the Act of the last Session " for grant- i
" ing Provincial Duties of Custois." The lower rate
of duty, ilin a distinction is made, should be ex-
tended to " Goods inported otherwise, than by Sea,
-" from a British Possession," as well as to Goods im-
ported by Sea. The practical or commercial effect.
of the change iniglit be trivial; but it would obviate
an objection of general principle to an arrangement
-under whiicl importation fron a Britishl Possession is,
under given circumnstances, made subject to a heavier
burden than direct maritime importation fron a
foreign country.

But I Lave also to notice another portion of the
Addrcss of the Legislative Council and Assembly,
transmitted by Lord Metcalfe with his Despatch of'
the 1845, which prays that
the provisions of the Englislh Navigation Law may
be extended to the Inlanà Waters of North America.

Her Majesty's Government are of opinion that the
tiue lias fnot yet arrived when they would be enabled
to examine that question in a manner befitting its
importance.

In the preceding part df this Despatch, I have iad
occasion to state the principles upon which Her Ma-
jesty's Government are prepared to act with respect
to the imposition in Canada of inland, or even of
avowedly differential Duties.

Your Lordship is aware that the general maxims
on whicl such Duties are fouînded, do not conniand
the assent of Her Maijesty's Government. ,They
must be justified, if justified at all, upon the ground
of special circuinstances. Among the special circum-
stances bearing upon their tîmerits, in, the case of
Canada, the deliberate and well ascertained inclina-
tions of the people must hold a prominent place. I con-
ceive that the points suggested by my review of the
Customs Act of last year, and the consideration of the
call for couitervailing Duties to meet the effect of the
American Drawback Act, wiU put me.,mucli more
fully in possession than I amn at present, of the state of
the publie. sentiment in Canada. ,Her Majesty's
Government would: indeed pay great regard under
any circumstances, to an Address from bot1 Houses
of the Provincial Legisilature. .But it is manifest, I
apprehend, that I canmot fully appreciate fthe views
and intentions withiwhich the Address now under
discussion ras fraimed, ntil I shalial heae before me
tfle proccedings of the approaching Provincial Ses-
sion, and shal perceive from fliem, in what fori,
and to ivhat degree, the Legislative Council and
Assembly may be disposcd~to act in matters placed
within tlicir control upon the principles wlhicht l
Address recommends to Parliament.

Another reason which bas had its influence in pro- Despatche
ducing this conclusion has been, that there appears
to be a probability of change in the Navigation Law
of the Uited States, and that it would be well to
know, what as yet can only be surmised of the views
and intentions entertained in that country with re-
gard to it, especially as proceedings there miglit have
a material effect upon general opinion in Canada.

And I must request Your Lordship carefully to
avoid anticipating the advice which lier Majesty's
Government night hereafter tender to the Crown
ipon the subject to which this Despatch refers, as it
is their intention to rescrve an unfettered diseretion
in regard to it.

Such being the views of Her Majesty's confidential
Advisers on the subject of the extension to the In-
land Waters of Canada, of the Navigation Acts, we
have not been able to advise the Queen to return any
specifie answer at present to so nuch of the' joint
Address as relates'to that subject. Your Lordship
*ill therefore inforn the Legislative Council and
Assembly that for these reasons, that part of their
Address is reserved for Her Majesty's further con-
sideration.

I ama commanded by the Queen to instruct Your
Lordship to signifyo the Legislative Council and
Assenbly, that laving considered that part of their
joint Address which refers to an extension of the
privileges of naturalization, whien conferred bv Pro-
vincial enactment, Her Majesty has directed that the
necessary steps be taken for giving effect to their
wishes. Her Majesty's Governmént therefore pro-
p ose to recommend to Parliament the enactment of a

aw for this purpose.
I have, &c.

(Signed,) W. E. GLADSTONE.
Lieutenant General,

Earl CATHcÂwr, K. C. B.,
&c & c' c

(Copy.)
No. 20.

MY LoRD,

DowNING STRET,,
3rd February, 1846.

I have laid before the Queen the joint Address of
the Legislative Council and Assembly of Canada, on
the subject of the alteration of the Act for t e Re-
union of Canada, so far as respects the use of the
French Language.

I liàve also laid before the Queen your Despatch
of the 8th of March, 1845, No. 287, 'Vhicl transmits
the above Address.

From regard to flic wishes thus expressed by Her
loyal subjects, Her Majesty is inclined to: entertain
the prayer of that Address, and authorizes yOu to
make a communication accordingly to ithe Legisîa-
tive Bodies at -the opening of the Sessson.

Inasmucli, however as it would not be practicable
to obtain from Parliament, with convenience,. the
change which is required in ihe Act of ,re-union. so
carly as to take effect upon te proceedings of fthe
coming Session in Canada, and as it is obviously far
from, desirable fthat reiferated applications should be
made for the alteration of a Constitutional Statute of
so mucli importance Her -Majésty's Government do
not propose to take any step of: that nature until I
shall hav become acquainted with fie proceedings
of the Provincial Legislature, and shall have learned
whether they may give occasion for inserting in one
and the sane amending Bil, togetherwitha Provision
relating to the exclusive use of fel e'Elish Laiguage,
another modification of the provisions of the Act of
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