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TALES OF THE TOWN.

*¢ I must have liberty, :
ithal as large a charter as the wind—
0 blow on whom I please.”

T is announced that on the oc-

casion of a recent marriage
and that not in what we should
regard as the upper-tendom of
ictoria—the friends ef the high
ontracting parties congratulated
tbemselves that “no one in trade”
was present. It does appear singu-
ar that people who depend upon
tradesmen for their living should
eek in this way to deliberately
uarrel with their bread and but-
er. Of course they may have
heir preferences for iudividuals
nd for classes, but there 18 noth-
g to be gained by antagonizing
gy one. The old motto is that
abor is honorable,’’ and the ori-
al curse of man, “by the sweat
thy brow shalt thou eat thy
y bread,’”’ has been turned into
ssing. It has been the means
developing man’s best quali-
8, and to trade and to labor the
ld owes the advancement that
jas made, particularly during
b last century and a haif,

'The absurdity of the following
fashions is well illustrated by
most ~¢very man who rides a
cyc)é%‘md as there are so many
Pthe machines flying around the
{y the illastration can be seen
ny tire ou the street, The point
plerrod® 40 ' is  the ungainly,
Joward and unhealthy habit of
n*ng over the handle bar with
i¢ Uick 1unded like a cow’s in
\--b];zaoid.‘ when there is no
necessity for it, and it contracts
tbe lungs and takes awuay the
‘greater part of the benefit to be
derived from the exercise. In
racing and riding against time, it

sistance to the wind as possible,
and to lean as far forward of the
nataral centre of gravity as one
can 1 order, to accelerate the
speed, and those are the reasons
why that ungainly attitude is as-
sumed by professional riders und
record breakers. By raising the
handle bars a few inches, which
can be done with facility and a
monkey wrench, the necessity for
this painful position is obviated,
and one can ride with erect figure,
and chest expanded to reccive
the full value of this ozone-laden
air.  'Why a man should want to
appear like a monkey when he
isn't built that way, is one of the
funny things which occasicnally
attracts attention.

A case that made some people
laugh came under notice. the
other morning. A woman was
carrying a parcel of goods whose

the ; were boug'lllt..~ Qm ”
and grocer clerks should make
fast and sure work el

of all pack-
A woman, lately retarned from
Brasil, ous

tells of the  curions
nomenclature of the streeé@.
Para. They are Biblical or coms
memorative of some event in the:
Brazilian history. It seemed to
her quite irreverent te be told
that a desirable locality was at
“the corner of St. John' the
Baptist and St. John the Evange:
list streets.”” She went with her
uncle, who was on business, to
dine at the house of a wealthy:
merchant. Everything was very
gorgeous and lavish, in Bouth
American style, but on leaving
she was amazed to have her
hospitable host say to her: “If
you have any washing send it
here,”’ It is a custom there, if
seems, for wealthy households to

molecules moved freely against

each other, and only needed an!

opening to slip away. The parcel
had sagged out of shape, and the !
twine didn’t seem to have any
control over it. Blowly bnt
surely the structure of the parcel
accomodated itself to all outward
impressions of the woman’s hand
or arm, und she hugged it in the
vain hope of keeping it together.
Soon all curbs ‘were unavailing
and the stuff shot out of its paper
prison as the snow shoots out off
a steep roof when the weather
softens., 1t needed no physioguo-
mist to tell that the woman was
outrageously mad. Her face grew
very red and set looking, but” her
tongue told whom she was mad
at. The man who tied the parcel
was abused inunmeasured terms,
and unless she changes.her mind,

that accident puts a dateto her

is necessary to present as little re-

business with the grocery wi

take in laundry work as an em-
ploymeunt for their large retinues
of servants. “It did, however,”"
said ' the-relator, “give me a turn
at the end of a formal dinner
party to be asked for my soiled

linen."”

The mischief that incompetent,
and, it may be said, ignorant men
are capable of making in the city
council was nover better illus
trated than in the recent discuse
sion over Ald. Belyea's by-law to
remedy the hack-stand nuisance
on Government street. This mate
ter was opposed, not from any
idea to improve the by-law, but
from a purely personal spirit on
the part of more than one alder-
man over whom the introducer of
the measure had shown himself to
be superior. It was a contempt-
ibly petty exhibition of personal
Baut what is the use of try-




