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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

¢ Obgérver,” in a letter from New
York to Zion's Herald, says : ** It takes
most churches about two years to get
over the results of a ¢ big preacher.””

It is a very rare thing fora man to

stand still in mental ignorance and
make progress spiritually.  Some have
tried it. We have never known one

to succeed. — Golden (enser.

Has a preacher a right to shut his
preach the

eyes and then blindly
gospel to his hearers? Ot should he
look all the time at the top of the
house ! So asks an exchange.

[f you are right, and the Church is
wrong in auy thing, it needs you. If
the Church is rizht, and you are wrong,
you need it.  So, in any case, you
should be in the Church, and laboring
for the LUI‘d.—NuHHH"I stern Meth.

| Mr. Willis announces his intention
to move this week a resolution declar-
ing that the legislative power of bish- |
ops is prejudicial to the Common-

Spectator, never

backward to say a word that may ce-

wealth ; and the

ment the union of Church and State,

heartily wishes to sce the resolution

carried, and considers the position of

tha bishops in the House of Peers one
*“ deck cargoes” that endan-

of those

ger the safcty of the ship.— Methodest

Recorder.

According to the T moignaqge there
are doubts, at least, as to the high an-

tiquity given to the manuscript lately

discovered—** Teachings of the Apos-
tles:” It appears to be disfigured by

peculiarities and subletics which dis-

credit the probability of its"having

proceeded from the Apostle Barnabas,
and, *“if not enough to prove it un-

authentic, serve at least, to show the

' gulf Divine Iuspiration has left be-
| tween the apostles and their imme-
diate disciples themselves.”

The ¢ zood fellow ” with money and |

social position, whom the easy going |

preacher fears to oftend by plain
talking in the pulpit, will seek counsel

aud help from a bolder and truer man |

whenever he sets earnestly about sav-
ing his soul. — Nasheille Ade.

The Dalhousie Gazette hopes the
attack upon the provincial treasury by
the denominational colleges will be
unsuccessful.
a college which derives a part of its

" revenues from a legislative endow.
ment, come with rather bad grace.—
Acadia Athenenum.

Archdeacon Farrar has met the chal-
lenge of the brewers with firin and
manly front, they having threatened
to aid in the work of disestablishing
the Church if the clergy dared to
opposé the liquor traftic.  Speaking
recently at Leeds,

_of Eagland had faced popes and kings
a going to recoil before th
lien:

down depravity, and making little of
future punishment, let him no longer
preach the gospel. As for me,” he
adds, ‘I believe in a hell that is
bo:tomless and in a heaven that is
topless.” It will be well for all prea-
chers to be careful lest they whittle
eternal verities to the small end of
nothing. —Christian Visitor ;

The Roman Catholic bishop of
Nebraska has notified the faithful of
his vicariate that he will grant no more
dispensations for mixed marriages. If
-any of his flock wish to narry persons
of other religious faith than Romanists
they must make their application to
Rome. This is a confession that we
had not expected from such a quarter.
We doubt whether it will be long con-
formed to either in latter or spirit, —
Central Adv.

A California writer in the Index
.declares that in the University of

Such expressions from !

he said the Church | is that of Mr. Hutton.
Ao atisok)

Among the books that should ba
more widely circulated is the Method-
ist Discipline. Every family in our
congregations should have a copy. In
, times of awakening it is often tound
| that persons hesitate about offering

themselves for membership in the
Church, because they ‘‘do not know
just exactly what the Methodist
Church oelieves on all points.” Now
we have no reasonto wish to conceal
our doctrines : on the coutrary, the
' more widely and the more thoroughly
| they are known the better it is for us
as a denomination. — Western Adov.

‘; The Church Guardian has this sug-
' gestive paragraph on ‘‘perverts” :
| The way of the ¢ Vert’’ 1s hard. Al-
most invariably he or she returns to
the true fold or else wanders into the
| ranks of infidelity. The latest instance
Cardinal New-
man, in 1879, contributed a preface to

the volidity of * Tl:e
- o Rev. |
fob,~ 3 olem *;..!Z!%w;m
sOome years- '
a member of the Oratory at Birming-
ham. Mr. Hutton has now made an-

other change, having totally re-
nounced Christianity.

Says the Kansas Methodist: *‘‘ The
past week a very interesting case has
been tried in the supreme court in this
city. John Foster, county attorney
for Salina county, some months ago
refused to prosecute the cases brought
before him for violating the prohibi-
tory law. Charges were brought
against him for wilful neglect of his
official duties. He denied the charge,
and demanded a jury. The case was
tried, ard after an absence of about
thirty minutes the jury found a verdict
of guilty of all the charges made
against him.  This will oust him
from office.”

Sixteen thousand two hundred and
thirteen petitioners in Massachusetts
have asked the Legislature to bestow
the right of municipal suffrage upon
woman. Four thousand eight hund-

California liberality has reached the
‘limits of the possible, and that this
¢ institution 18 thoroughly and un-
compromisingly secular.” Among |
other proofs of this, he saye : ‘‘ There
is no chapel, and there are no rolizious
exercises.”  In the Faculty tiiere are
represented all shades of robigious
thought from Methodisin to Agaos-
ticism.

| til their petitions meet

There is a story of Sparta that it |
will be well for teachers-—especially
Sunday school teachers—to  remem-
ber. When Antipater demanded fifty
children as hostages of the Spartars,
they sent one hundred chief men in-
»sh'z‘\']. Two to one is a high estimate,
but if those pagans paid too much
respect to their children, we Christians
certainly tolerate too many baby farms
.and Crowley folds and barred con
vents.

Yarmouth, the old no-license county
of Nuva Scotia, took the lead after the
proclamation of the Scott Act camp
aign. Now Oxford, the gem of the
Western Peninsula of Ontario, follows, |
Other counties shoula fall into line
rapidiy. Noi a day passcs oW & Jdy s
without some important temperance
event. Public opinion is at last awake
on the subject, and not in Canada
aline, but in all Anglo-Saxondom.—
.‘[uu?rrrl’ ”'l.llu.“.

[} ~l

The Episcopal Bishop of Argyle,
who, befors his promotion, was an |
advanced Ritualist. has come before
the public in & rather peculiar way.
During a recent visit to Jerusalen, he
¢ !obrated tho communion at the Holy
Seputchre. The priests there took hiin
to bea Roman Catholic from his dress
and practices, allowed him tosay mass at
Calvary, and presented him with can-
dles. This procedure by a clergyman
would be improper, but what when
done by a bishop 1—Methodist.

| many crooked ways adopted

| and dishonour Chnstianity.”

[ it wagalwvays so.
L tory o
]

red and sixty two have prayed for the
privilege of voting on all questions
relating to the control or suppression
of the liquor trade.  Four hundred

' and sixteen have asked for the equal
' rizht of suffrage for woman with the

other sex. Among the signers are
some of the best known and most in-
fluential men and women in the State.
They will probably pray and work un-
with a favor-
able answer. —Zion's Herald.

The New York Witness justly ob-

INDIA.

The twentieth session of the North
India Methodist-Episcopal Conference,
just closed, was oue of peculiar bless-
ing and power. The workers have
been baptized as never before.  Right
from the opening devotional exercises,

ST. PAUL ON RETRIBUTION.

But what of the world of eternal
loss to which Christ had but a few
years before given such appalling
vividness?  What has this hopeful,
progressive, exultant, and triumphing
apostle tosay of it ? We tind that he
treats it as men are wont to

of moral trial, that men must be put
into the Christian range of belief and
()ppurfnnity; that the working of such
privilege, if abused, is to awgment
both guilt and penalty already incur-
red. The Epistle to the Hebrews,
whoeypr was its autlior, may be fairly
taken as representative of the Pauline
theology. Its
part ou this pivot :

gregations need to be taught that |
they must not Wait for the fullnees |
and maturity of Christian life before
they acknowledge Christ, but must
testify from the very beginning of
their religious life and experience.
We are told of Dr. Bushnell that for
seven years ‘* he was the confessor of
Clirist without the power of Christ.”

treat a
truth which has reached its maturity
| and is ncw full grown and fixed be-
yond debate. He accepts it as serene-
ly as our Lord delivered it. He adds
nothing, abstracts nothing, changes

led by our beloved former superinten-
dent, Dr. Butler, down to those at the
close, also led by Dr. Butler, the une-
tion of the Hcly Oune rested
all.

argument turns in
¢ Of how wuch
sorer punishment shall he be thought
worthy who hath trodden under  foot
the Son of God !”

This, in its bearing on the point in
hand, ean mean but one thing. Chris-
tian birth and training do not create
the prgbation to which man is subjec-
ted here
tion.

These years were years of religious
doubt and difficulty, years of dim vis.
ion and weak faith; but through all
that space Bushnell felt in some de-
gree the majesty of Christ, the au-
thority of revelatiun, the loftiness of
the Christian standard, and the gran
deur of the Christian hope, and so he
still held to the Church of Christ,

upoa
There have been 1,169 baptisms
and conversions, an increase over last
year of 264.
been added, makius an

nothing. He explains nothing, prov- |
He |
handles it as a truth which has passed
beyond the dtage of apology or de-

It is imbedded in the ground-

: IO, . v 00 smbers hs

es nothing, vindicates nothing. Over 600 members have
increase of

over 200. There are now nearly 18,

000 Sunday-school
crease during the past year of nearly

gscholars, an im-

They intensify that proba-

| fense.
The rejection of the Christian

| work of his theology. He has now and was known through his college 000~ Thi ¢
) ; i N . ” e i ! 2,000 118 great success, as Ii
only to build upon it as a foundation, | offer ©? salvation does not create the asa Christian. At length his firm but di e B SRGAR G
i ; il . o o e . converts g nquirers are conc
! and to use it as a moral force in his doom of incorrigible guilt, nor is it es- trembling loyalty was rewarded, his ! and 1nqitrers a7e ¢ meerned,
! ’ has been mainly in Kumaon and

1
l

l
|

serves : —*‘“ It is sad to retlect upon the |

m.mey for “the cause of Christ.” Let
P stors, srperintendents, and Sund.ay-

to raise |

| and complete probation.

school teachers think carefully over

tms matter, and, to say the least,
permit no entertainments to be given
youth committed to their charge,

churches which resort to such expedi-
ents either for the ‘‘“-amnsoment "oof

| young people or the raising of money

are sunply pulling w
hand, what they are striving to build
up with the other. Evan. Chwrchman.

The infidels are talking in a des- |
‘ After |

all we have done for the past thirty f
| years,

pairing way. One has said :
the people flock to hear these |
ministers and il up their nourners’ |
and anxious scats, aud give

their money, and we can't get any |
money for anything.” Yes, friend;

Rua over the his- |
intidelity, and you will see
vonr doom. Five weeks after you are |
dead you will be forgotten, but the

Church lives on, for it is founced on

a rock, and it has prevailed ; does

prexail ; will prevail. Neither you

and your coufederates on the one hand, |
nor hypucritical professors on the oth- |
er, can permanently check it.—N. Y. |
Adpv.

wiclies

Those |

| argument means nothing, is the suffi- | character.

the tendency of which is to iujure tho | ciency of the light of Nature w0 give |

down with one

ignorant of the Christian salvation, |
al obliquities of hereditary pagan- | icti i
moral obliquities of hereditary pagan- | to our convictions, speaking out what

and the rivers flow, has that above and = mire, taking our place publicly with
around him which will prove to him |
the hving God.
out excuse.
damuoation is just.
of God is righteously displayed in his

desteuction.

nitican: and to the same purpose, is | truest self, denying by silence our
that a knowledge of Christ aggravates | convictions, we are consciously and
the retributive destiny of those who | increasingly faint; bu: testifying in
reject him.
it from being essential to the equity noblement.

sential to the justice of that doom. It
' aggravates both the guilt and the pen-
alty.
trial are here guing on. Oue is super-
induced upon the other.  The light
of Nature illumines the oue ; the
light of revelation illumines the oth-

doubts resolved, his heart tilled with | :
< ed with Rohilkhund, but Ouwili is now falling-
assurance, gladoness and power. We | . . > :
| grandly into line. DBro. Knowles, at

need to enforce on many of our hear- | Gouds. in tf f Qudh, b
ers that with little of the power of | O e
Christ they should still be confessors of
Christ. He who acknowledges Christ
Thiey ot Hhevs b ke T pravtiost xb: i : 3 & as far as he knows Him will soon
fairs, not pausing to prove or to defend : er.. Rach l.s cum'plele " lts' wa.y.  Knaw b bettar, And gver ba abls: to
them. In our jurisprudence, for in- Tvishhadureitior 1 peniict " Vs

sténce,the principles most irmly root- .km'd. . Gmlt‘utllder elthe.r is perfect
| in ite kind. Guilt under either is pro-

practical instructions.

How is it that other men are accus-
tomed to treat principles or facts |
which have crystallized in a system of |
general belief or of social order ? They :
treat them chiefly by casual allusion. l

Two distinct systems of moral

baptized a large number, and has alse

gained many inquirers. The way is

also opening in other parts of Oudh,

and we may soon look out for treat
Dr. Butler’s presence at the
The order - X -
. 3 | Conference was of great blessing. As
| is not overcome and then testify, but | e ;

e he surveyed the position and saw all
overcome through testifying. —Mvetho-

X success.
bear a grander testimony.

ed in civilized government find no | ; : . [ th y ht during
statement i t'ht book Tt | portioned to its conditions. Punish- | Jist Recorder. ; that God has wrought during the past
ent in statute books. ne | twenty five years, he waa quiie ready

y . .
exist unwritten in common law. Théy ! me'nt und.er RIS 1K graduated ?O |
| guiley and is therefore just.— Awstin

Ph . D., in Independent. i
| Phelps, D. D., in Independent | AN HOUR OF TRIUMPH.

> — —————

»L DISCIPLESHIP.
there never was a time

to say, with Simeon, ‘Lord, now
lettest thou thy servant depart in
peace.” Both the good doctor and his_
wife have a warm place in the hearts
of all the brethren. The doctor’s
words, as he led the devotional em-

ercises, °‘Brethren, [ esteem this

are recognized as authority by courts
and juries. Men build empires upon
them without once putting them into
written speech.  So, in ordinary life,

usages and precedents which have the }

The memory of Gobat, first bishop
of Jerusalem, is revived in a French
work styled ‘‘ At the 8chool of Ged,

prestige of the common consent we do
iz - OGN Gy ecessa th‘ t i ”
not constantly restate and vindicates i ) . : obli;vl.tion::d ‘";;‘ J.OMh t.l.xe Pro.phet.. " Tff@ sk privilege more than any other in my
‘We take them for granted. - We S ik e, B | collection begine with his mission, | ;e ) oy pever be fofgotton. _One.
of tha witp 4 A gt o o) Sl e o TOF | inatance Wilkushow. wiiy 008 .
. R o e ..’_;‘ S e - o y

use as things which nobody assails be-
cause nobody doubts. Nobody asks
for proof because nobody denies.

Thus it is that St. Paul handles the
retributive teachings of the older
Scriptures.  He treats them mainly
by allusion here and there. He as-
sumes them, hints at them, gives a

Mnll’:. l?ut tllleh lhi:'lboapﬁh be- -m.n - " ehl'ehm !J."

t 5 t ) : :

soug s «;ug & fiagditateh baptized eighty-six persons during the

passage, to wait for another oppor- He is full of faith and of the

tunity, learning, as he did, that crew Jond O
unldy s ’ ° } Holy Ghost. Thus converted Jews
d passengers were bent ivi

:11.1 phssRIRe iy S RIVING | re engaged in bringing these gentiles
im a rough reception if he persevered- to Christ. E thi indicates

¢« God will protect me,” quietly said ° = verything incioa *

 «“He it is who h | very prosperous year. We are taking
Slabet sk wio apssnyme: 8 | God at his word, and expect that.

ligious isolation, and the loosest pos-
sible relationship to the Christian
Church. We are anxious to bring
over the multitude outside into the
Church of God, but the fact is that
within our sanctuaries are thousands
who fail to enter into acknowledged
fellowship with us, and we need to ad-

glimpse of them and PRERES O § but | 4ress ourselves earnestly to these on | Abyssinia, and my errand is urgent.” . |
never are they contradicted ; never | the power and blessedness of Chris- | And so he went on board. The cap- many seuls will come to Christ.
are they blinked or evaded. ~ He ap- | 4jgn profession. Many of these have | tain's prediction came true. In a few

plies them to the demands of his case
in hand with the same calmness of as-
surance with which Christ proclaimed
them in terrific symbols. No more
here than there do we find apology or
argument or reserve truth. Never by
a word or a silence or speech askance
is the idea suggested of any possible
misunderstanding of thoss symbols. |
Still less is any hint given of their re-
traction or displacement by later rev-
elations,or their obsolescence through
unfitness to later ages.

| days the lone missionary was the butt
of annoyances and enmities without
number. Turks and Catholics were
united in their sarcasms. Whenever
he crossed the ship’s bridge attempts
were made to trip him up. The pat-

a real knowledge of Christ and offhis
saving grace, but it is the prevalent
notion that it 1s just as well to decline
anything like a bold confession of
Christ and to move unnoticed in the
background. Our sanctuaries abound
with these silent, unconfessed, but in
some sense, real followers of the Mas-
ter, and very much indeed would be
gained if these on any considerable
scale could be made to feel the virtue
of an open acknowledgment of Christ.
Secret discipleship is often prompted

Fragmentary allusion and practical | by very worthy motives, but it is none
assumption, however, are not all that | the less a profound mistake, and one
the Pauline theology advances con- | fraught with gravest peril. The tirst
cerning retributive truth. ~ We find | Christians were stronz on the ques-
two distinct affirmations which have ! tion of confessorship ; so the Church
great signiticance in the frame-work of - has ever inits heroic ages been defin-

POWER OF A GODLY LIFBE.

The manifestations of a risen Savi-
our in the lives of His followers isa
witness for Him before all people.
The Living God is seen and known by
ience with which he bore all served | H?' wonders, His f“m’f“?""“f and
but to encourage malice. One day a His love, and the world will discern
| that there is something amony a peo-

fire broke out, defying all efforts to | )
put it out, and it spread close to the ple who love and follow a Living God
those who serve

powder store. ‘‘ We are lost,” oried | which is not among
Laban would

the captain, * the vessel will b blpwn | a0d honor Him not.

up!” All was despair Soms Blas | fain have retaived Jacob in his ses-
1 . o ! E o ) =
phemed, others called up m * Allah,’’ | Vi€?© I pray thee, if [ have fuund
and other some on ‘ the Virgin and | fuv o .
the seints.” In the midst of the | lexrusd by expenetco that the Lurd
- ) P le.s f thy sal: = 'hi
hubbub the calm voice of Gobat was | hach Ll‘,‘wd_ ma “Ur ‘h" w’,"" This
"heard in prayer. Then, approaching | witness is still called forth by many a

| the mast, and holding his Bible in the

in thine eyes, tarry; for I have

god!y
hold, by many an upright clerk in e

the retributive sentiment, as it ap- | ite and emphatic on the matter ; so left hand, be read in firm tones the | l by . d

pears in the apostolic range cf | our Methodiar torefathers insisted on  Luther Psalm: ¢ God is our r-fuge,” "h‘“ ‘“us'": ’T h"“‘*"y 3h'~e“'”t OV:'
. . ! -¢t ahte

thought. | witness bearing. In these days the and soon. At this point, the flames | the cctate of his enrthly muster, Dy

. many a soldier over his dissolute com-
were arrested, and the ship was saved, | y

with every soul on board. Next mor-
ning, when Gobat came to the break- |
fast table. the whole company arcse,

and 8 Romanist priest, who had been ; I asked a navvy, iately coaverted,
the ringleader of his persecutors, if the Holy Ghost had cousciously
stepped out to meet him. ¢ Sir,” | dealt with him before the time he was

| said he, ‘1 am requested by my fel- | outwardly changed. .

low. passengers to beg your pardon for
all you have had to suffer from them.
The calm you ehowed last night in the ‘
face of death, whilst we were all des- :
pair, smote us with admiration at your

patience and zentleness under all our :
unwortiy mockings, Ol ! tell us, we
entreat you, wherce you obtained that | was near.

strength to look death in the face and L myself, ¢ If this man, who seems to
repent of, can  be

teachers of the church need to point
out the fallacy of drifting alone with a
vague character, instead of taking up
a distinct position in the Christian
before sooiety
with a sharp unmistakable religious
¢ They overcae by the
word of their testimony’ is truly a
| text for the times ; men need to un-
| derstand afresh that a full, uncompro-
mising confession of Christ is a grand
element of success, an essential con-

Oue is the positive declaration that '
life in this world without a knowledye ‘
of the Christian faith constitutesa full
In the first
chapter of the Epistle to the Romans,

the chief premise, without which the |
\

panions, by mauy a converted child im
a family at war with the *‘ blcssed of
the Lodd.”

ranks, and standing

\
lived with
.as o timid

He answered, * Yes.
arelative a farmer ; he

to the heathen conscience a kunow-
ledge of God, and therefore, an equit-

The whole force of man, and never s#pcke t. e dircetly

able moral trial.
that magniticent reasoning is invalid,
except on the assumption that men, | dition of moral trinmph.

All profession is in some sort an in-

of my soul's salvation, L. ¢ I saw he
was not like other men. and that he
Ihenid him pray

was a prayving man.
once when ha did nt know any cne

I listenel, and

have & *‘fair trial.”  Dven under the | spiration.  Tue very act of being true

rnought te

. . | . .
ism, man, so long as the stars glisten | isin us, extolling those whom we ad-

to vanquish with love the wickedness | have nothing to
of men!” ¢ The hour of Gobat was
eays tl.c author from whom we |
' pothing but gin ¥ 1
his deatn, aud then Ieaw

for pard.n of
0 d(n

1u his

mourning and cry.

si1, what will becaun

the party which has our sympathy, at
If he sins he is with- | oace it renders our convietions them of wieowl

voas left

come,”
quoic 2 aruounced that Gospel
which he had lived till then, and had ! service till
! him die ; and this man, who bemoaned
his sins, dicd with » smile on lis lvpe
__such asmile I never gaw hefore nor
cirie his sins foreiven. 1

If incorrigible in sin his | selves inore vivid, and enhances our
This we

koow to be true in relation to reliz-

The indignation | enthusiasm and courage.

the joy of leading to Christ a number
of the passen;-rs, and the priest with
the rest. Tauns it was that the fire!
on board revealed to all the fact that
they had a man of God among them.” ' said,
As we often heard an excellent pre- | Could 1 die with such a wile oa my

‘“ The | face?” Why, it was heavenly” "—

The Promise and the Promsser.

|

|

| . " -
‘mus sentiment. WWhilst we conceal
1

Tle other declaration, equally sig- | our religious sympathies. disguise vur
since —brhie
¢ This 1s the end of a Christian.

acher, now at rest, remark,

application is easy.”

That is to say, so far 18 | any fashion is an iavigoration and en-

And many in our con-

servaut in an unygodly house-
U 3

Pickard Rev H, DD
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