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The day thou shalt forget his nam
Fair South, can have no sadder mor
row
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The hands above his grave unite
The words of men whose (ips he loo
Whose cross he bore, whose wrongs he
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L STEDMAN

WO DEATH-BEDS.

Last Moments of two English His-
torians—Lord Macauley and
Venerahle Bede.

From ( \.!u.‘.-
an

°
i

\ 1
out with peculiar distinctnes
former was the father of the history uf

ur native land; the latter threw into his

history a fascination and a charm soas to
beat out and out the most fashionable
novel of the day. Famous though both
these writers be, it is impossible to read
the closing ne of their life on earth
1t ‘\]nn.nnm ,in the case of St.
an enthusiastic glow of fervor and
THAT OF MACAULAY, A D IV.I', INDES-
CRIBABLE SADN
The gift of holy faith crowned all the
ther um~ nature had bestowed on St.
Not a barren belief, indced, was
a faith lit up by the purest and
warme tn) of divine charity, St Bede
loved God, and he loved his neighbor for
(iod’s sake, His heart re sponded to the
love of Jesus Christ, and the contempla-
tion of the love of his Saviour, as mani-
fested in our redemption, mast ered him,
ruled him, influenced him, and was the
motive, thz' end and aim of the actions of
fe. To findin his writings, therefore,
a Christian spirit, to drink in along with
his knowledge the sweet breath of Chris-
tian love that breathes in every page, is
ked upon as a matter of course. St.
Bede iz a saint, and hence we are not sur-
prised to find his writing redolent with
the fragrance of sanctit To the last of
the long years h on ¢ u‘., he re-
tained the huoyant spirit, ‘
of Christian youth, And, a
vears seemed but a day «
Spring, sunny, bright fresh
departure from this worle :( mlr_.n-l
nothing so much as the gorgeous setting
cf an 'mtm.m sun,
WHETHER WE READ OF THE SATNT'S LIFE OR
OF HIS DEATH,
» experience delight and pleasure. How
different in every respect was the modern
English historian ! Tt was Lord Macauley’s
misfortune to be born and bred a Protest-
ant, and both in life and death, he is a fair
sample of what Prote stantism produces,
No Catholic can read his bio "lﬂ]vl y with-
out a painful consciousness of the absence
of that divine fir us Christ brought on
earth, If it ever touched his heart, he
kent the sec dmirably, We do not
think that the tiniest v
love can be discovered in
rded writings or i
of the heavenly
for only on the
persuasion, for ot
et

¢ passe

ghty
vx]wlutl
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warm unselfish heart

turn, and never f ( v

elf; he was devoted t ly. In the
last respect, he displa; 1 ‘.{
affection that could ha I

and reading his lif
we are drawn to
bore his sister.

itiong, spurred on 1
ion, nevertbeless, 1. roughou
career and a most splendid success, the
bright star that lex\‘ Lim on seems evel
to lnw been to provide for, and render
those happy, who held the dea
his heart., But if Macaulay M]h\ul that
the Son of God loved him, as we Catholics
believe; if he believed that the Son of God

able aml

a hrilliant

showing the white feather;
| to his “little narrow crib, like a weary
factory child,”
though the ¢
It seems not to have struck bim that there is

“The ¢ hlh’llhh ]u_) 1d the ~]\\ ”
| and that the take ;.lix‘;.:‘l‘.

blindness in one of Macaulay’s

appreciation of whatever ‘was right and
fitting?
to the good fortune he had made for him-
| ‘\‘!L or ll“'
even as an invalid. In 1852 he writes:
“My reason tells me that hardly any man
living has =0 much to be thankful for.”

little to complain of. I suffer no pain.

soured.
heartily.
ness can do formeis wanting.” Once we

| the supreme moment when the soul re-

| the last scene of the play wasapp nmhj“ 7.
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| TLL confession .,“ﬂr'\l that Ch

l-[]]nll in |
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| iod of fifty-eight years, with exceptional

{ Church,

of getting in

That iz all. It seems as
rave was the end of all things,

the tenement o n]n
“As garments by the soul laid by,”
Now how can we reconcile that fatal
vast in-
de \llw]uvl powers of

tellect and hig hly

He was far from being insensible

many blessings he enjoyed |

gain, in the same year: “I have very

My mind is unclouded. My temper is not
Isleep sound. I eat and drink
Nothing that care and tender-

find him wishing to die, and the \\'i~h is
expressed in words as near an approach to
prayer as anything recorded by his biogra-
pher; xmt that hie “desired to be with
Christ,” but in order that he might escape
the anguish uf weeping ov er the death of
his an nds. “God grant,” he writes, on
the Ist of ln.nnn, 1358, “that if my dear
little circle is De diminished this year
by any death lt may be mine! Not 'that
I am weary of life. Iam far from insensi-
ble to the pleasure of having fame, 1ank,
and this opulence which has come so late,”
In the Febrnary of the year of his death,
Macaulay expresses the view he took of

turns to Him that made it.  He says: “I
have thought several times of late that

I should wishto act it ~uull\ but with
fortitude and leness united.” He re-
gards everything from an earthly point of
view; never once does his mind pass e-
yvond the material form and try to frame
a notion of what will be found in the
world of spirit. Nay, that throroughly
materialistic theory, flie outcome of Pro-
testantism, which™ considers the grave,
and not the “home eternalin the heavens,”
as our last resting place and the close of
all sorrowsas well as of all joys, seems to
have satisfied the religious instincts of
his highly cultured mind as sufliciently as
it does the bulk of uneducated English-
men, “I feel as if I were dying of old
age,” he wrote only nine days before his
death, “ I am perfectly ready, and shall
never bereadier. A month more of such
days as I have been passing of late would
make me impatient to get to my little
narrow crib,

LIKE A WEARY FACTORY CHILD.”
And six days later he gave utterauce to a
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lmxuf him a v fi he thoug e l pot lt
Jesus Clhrd . [ Lord Ma n. This gilted v
at ”m makcs 1, what shall we n'\tux: powers adds a great

say of his 4]1.“1\ It was on the

life, he

“he mustered strength |
to dictate a letter addressed to a poor | ¥
urate, enclosing twenty-five pounds; L

after signing \\hl ch letter he never wrote | W

hiz name again,

afternoon his nephew found him in the | %¥
with his head bent for turued,

thought which almost implies a doubt
about there being a “hereafter:” “The
day Defore yesterday I had a regular
fainting-fit, and lay quite insensible, I
wizh that I had continued to be so ; for if
death be no more—"" and then Macaulay
breaks off, as if himself afraid of stating
plainly the horrible doubt and wish that
flashed across his mind.  The above then
reveals to us the disposition of mind with
which a great man and a good one, as far
as purely natural virtue confers goodness,
regarded the mystery of human existence,
To do one’s \lul\, to live uprightly, to
achieve a name, to leave hehind a work of
worth enough to tmlllh, and then to die
and be laid in the grave and there all to
end; such would seem to be the sum
total of all one’s duties on earth, Nota
thought on the future life, Not an
aspiration to the God who made him,
Not one act of grateful love to Him who
poured out Hislife’s blood to redeem him.
Nor do we sce any other explanation than
that this is the outcome of Protestantism,
vas not an unbeliever,  Ile
]uufv-\ml to hold the doctrine of the
I'riune God as taught in the established
Church,  He puthis trust in his Redeemer.
He looked to Jesus Christ for salvation.
But he had as much faith in these divine
verities as Protestantism can give, and
that is, as Cardinal Newman expresses it,
just enough to inspire, “a decent rever-
ence for the Supreme Being,” but not
enough to lead one to contemn the thing

that are scen for the sake of the things |

that ave not seen.

LET IT NOT BE SUPPOSED
that we wish to cast dirt on the memory
of this eminent historian, We do not

blame him, we blame the “persuasion” in
which he was brought up. It is assuredly
not altogether an impossibility that there

was some fault on his side. It is difticult
to wholly exonerate from censure a man
endowed as Macaulay was with a great
mind; a mind trained and enlightened by
a liberal education, and who lived a per-

opportunities of studying the Cath
whose grandeur and incompar
able history bafiled lis judgment, ca
ated his ima ion, aud forced from
rch is un
in the history of the world, yet
remained content to risk his immortal in
| terests on the mere chai tl[ being in
the right. By the conception he {c ried
of the Catholic Chureh, as exhibited in
his essay on Ranke’s history of the Popes,
Macaulay, as far as our fallible judgment
es, certainly cuts from under him the
ground of safety, that of invinecible
ignorance. However, it is not our place
to judge any one. It is pleasanter, and
much more in harmony with our own
wishes, to give to him the benefit of the
doubt, and to trust that, netwithstanding

e

| /\n-l one of those thirteen—alaryland

Then the cloud fell on | ©
bim. Troubled by affection of the heart,
and feeling incapable of serious occup- | &%
ation, he sought relief, as he had often | 1
done before, in a novel, Late in the |V

S0

library, “sitting,
ward on his chest, ina la
reverie,  The first nuw
hill Magazine lay unhee
open atithe first page of Thackeray’s story

of ‘Lovel the Widower.” ”  When' his fav- | b
orite sister heard the report of his state | p
she hastened to his house, to lear
the tears of the ids, who ran cry )
into the darkness, that all was over, “We
found him,” writes his bic grapher, “in

Pt
1

nid and drowsy
f the Corn- | ;
{1 before him, |13

1t

dressed as usual: with his book on the
table Dbeside him, still open at the same
page. e died as he had always wished
to die—without pain; without any formal
farewell; preceding to the grave all whom | T
he icved; and Iu'l\m 2 behind him a great | li
and honorable name.” We can well un- | d
derstand the grief
his death made in the hearts of thgse on | b
whom he had lavished all the wealth |
of his love, all the fondness of his noble | tl
and unselfish nature. We can under- | h
stand, too, that they felt a satisfaction in
kum\m' that he had died as he wished
to die.

Jut to our eyes the picture of
his «\u{x.’n'\urv is one of indeseribable mel- | b
ancholy, Macaulay’s death iz not the one | tc

we should choose. We could not say,
“let our last end be like his,”

But from the mournful spectacle of a
Protestant death-scene, let us cast our | s
eyes on that of the father of Euglish
history. See the close of venerable Bede’s

lnll been in the “law of the Lord.” ~ With ||

he contemvlated the appros

h of death | U

as the day of his espousal, the commence- | rent is sent out of the
ment cf true life, the beginniog of real | spent abroad; the Irisl

joy. To comprehend all the blessedness | ¢

of our holy faith, the whole letter of | headed and barefooted, their floor the

Cathbert, an eye-witness of St.
end, must be read. Our space permits | t
but a short extract. His brethren wept
because he said, ‘They should 1o more
see his face in this world.’
for that he said, ‘It is time that I return to | f
Him who formed me out of nothing: I
have lived long; my merciful Judge well |
foresaw my life for me; the time of my
dissolution draws nigh; for I desire to die
and be with Christ.” Having said much
more, he passed the day J-!)] lly till the
evening; and the boy said: ~“Dear master, £
there 1s yet one sentence not written.’
He answered: “Write quickly.” Soon after
the Doy said: ‘The sentence is now
written.” He replied: “It is well, you
have said the truth, Itisended. Receive 1
my head into your hands, for it isa great | |
satisfaction for me to sit facing my holy
place, where I was wont to pray, that I
may also sit calling upon my Father.’ !
And thus on the pavement of his little | \]
cell, singing: ‘Glory to the Father, ard to \
the Son, and to the Holy GGhost,” when he
had named the Holy Ghost, he breathed |
his last, and so departed to the heavenly
kingdom.” 1

Compare this bright picture with the |
gloomy sadness of a Protestant death- |
scene;: then say what thanks can express | |
the gratitude we owe to our holy Mother :
C lnmh who brightens our ynth tln-vvu_h |

Bede’s
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93th of | Writing up
December that hie breathed his last, A | the past year by an cast
good deed marked the close of his
That very morning

mpathy of the western world had been

from | pictured, an
or
have imagined.
survey the past and present
the library, scated in his easy chair, and | ak

day long

of his sister, the void | q

produce must go toward paying the rent;
American charity money often flows into
Ireland to the tenmant when oats, and

tenant builds his house at hisown expense
built, it is the prc perty of “the ]’llll“wll
the man who builds it may be evicted as
family may die along the highway; he
may drain a wet field, but it isat his own
life, whose delight from early ln\hu 1 | cost, evicted he iz i
ermanent impr
affections warm, mind clear, ze .ll unabated | 1If he makes his patch of g

Tln'y I“jrvi\'lul | E

cannot read or write,

when we
with the extent and ca
and Emmet will shine

is almost as great

JEWs cover a

all nn]lnnlu "and

n public atfairs,

use to make a mplete
| situation of the Irish people. Correspond-
its, honest or sensational, had 1l d th

nited States with letters and brief essay
itil the true state of the )
yme hidden behind much It
emed very desirable that som patient
id capable person should devote some
me and adequate study to the condition
1d hopes of the people toward whom tl

Mrs, Sullivan was asked to co

le such a volume, and to her industry
il clear and strong styl
now debtor in a large

the community
amonnt,
The causes of the Irish agit
sen only half told, The sorr
cople are than they
the canses of tho
uelly unjust than happy
To one takiy

fth ner-
1 isle doubts must set in as to the truth |

of the maxim that “there is asilver lining |
in every cloud.”

In the sky of that on
sland the cloud has been simply black all
and all the days of the y« ar.
wo mul a_half millions of Irish peopls

ve in mud houses which have no win-
yws or chimney, A million and a
warter live in mud houses which have |
ut one room; the rent paid the landiord
msumes all the tenant can raise except
1e potatoes he eats ; when potatoes fail
e must starve, for the other forms of

arley, and other I:rr--\m'«- are going out
» meet the landlord’s demands; the

on as it is completed, and with hi

lowed nothing for 1
ments to the esta
und more |
roductive, the agent raises his rent ; the

country to be
labourer has no
ind :he are bar

ha of clothing; |

arth, their bed a pile of straw
he potato,

The pitiless heart of English law has

‘ngland might be the
used to edu

nore peace. Four-fifths of the Irish race
d thus is the mis

ry of the island made to reach the body

and the mind.

The mission of Parnell is thus placed
ar up in the scale of moral worth, and
shall all have become familiar
s of the ills of
he Irish, the names of O’Connell, Grattan,
out in new bright
1ess,  The injustice under which Ireland
1as attempted to livein the pa lum wries
as that suffered by any
veople in that part of the world which 13
alled Christian, The suffering of the
greater area of time, but
1ave been not more disgracefnl to this
entury. The Eunglish statesmen, and
he royal family, and the noble queen are
lishonoured by the
and in the united

ituation of that one

{ Kingdom, and can be pardoned by the en

ightened world only on the assumption
hat they are devising the lest means of
emoving the causes of Irish poverty and

life and gives us The vic tory in the hour | ];‘“”n“v("',’f“'l 13{11'111‘-. )”‘“ of the pres.
of death W | ent agitation ‘vf the =u ject are coming
)\ the first steps of reform.  Not permitted

CATHOLICS AND \Vll’l(l( A. [

At atime when the serpent of Know-
Nothingism is again beginning to show
its head the following historical facts cited
by the Baltimore Catholic Mirror, will be
read with interest: —“Catholicity is not a
recent importation to America. It was
lnown in this New Worl ld before Protestant- |
To-day two-thirds of the | I
population of the Ayaerican eontinent a
Catholic. Tae Catholic Church has pre

1
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T

wsm was born!

any long

to discover and examine a black spot

attention to the

F

r to look at a certain b'ack spot
n America, the English are at leisure to

]

ome, and the Americans are also in a
ondition at last to help to call the world?
~'m\'.»x_\' ( l' ]1. land,
rance and Germany having becom
f a happier pea-antry, are

mn:‘iin'

aily and unscrupulously useful lhm onthe
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f the County of CGalway, aged 52, and | i1 leed
heir to the Baronetey of Burke ] B it 1 who
He was a grand-nephew « "3 v £ the
dinal \\1-4.mm_ and wa . v of religion
Roman Catholic ¢ ke N e |

| which that eminent « [ | Charity
time President, On ’ L wim

I847 he was appointed, | Sist Toseph Hospital

shteen, to a clerkst el l T
Secretary’s oflice, by hi | he nhy U oand
Lhomas Redington, th 3 : Yof tl ine
Secretary, and commer
unpopularity by heing | . d Ud

pened Smith O'Brien’s portmanteaun in | " S ko - rvice

1848 and ransacked his private letters, [ oo O © 00" not pass into
He continued to improve on this auspi- l‘_ o s ) . i v a lifferent, un
cions beginniug,and made himself so gener chabth 1‘lu blic? .

| 1 publi

\&! y beholds not in their life-work an

retirement of Capt.  Lorcom ho was ap- | : iaraa of the moral sublim They do
pointed Under Secretary, a position h more than merely pity the wisfortune
has since filled, Of course, the succeeding . .

(

for coaching in their duties, at all event
at the st
| Secreta

€3
Mr. Burke

the t
was who directed all the Fenian proseen
tions in 1866-67, and compelled the
temporary retirement of that movement,
He had been during the last two years
the adviser and chief executive ofticer of

and weep at the wo f other While
y have a voice to say to the afllicted,
ye comforted, ” they have heart to
feel and a hand to act. ~ What human lips
can .u\..l-.ml\ peak the praise of
charity? The most enlightened states ot
was in & laige mes. heathen antignity — were unaci wainted
g EOWS M1 with thi= God-like virtue. They had
government  of Ireland. He it their temples dedicated to Mars, to Apollo,
to Minerva, to lsis, and to a host of divi-
pities in their national mythology, but no
acred church bore upon its portals the
inscription of charity, and no sodality

hief Seccretaries being almost entirely
lependent on the permanent Sceretary

,.n the Foreign and Colonial
in their departments,

ure the
|

carth whic!

bably the In.u( that the x.-l.m- of the

as consecrated to tl wild virtues of
Mr. Forster, had received repeated warn- | ¥ ‘ T ’ '\,‘Hl‘q‘.ll\ ihicahe
ing ~.'n.ullm satenings, and had been under | © Ilt‘l;\‘ . :K leads done on  thi
Hu close prctection of the pol I ‘ mankind to the mini
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. a | tering spirits wund  the throne of God,
suspects and the opening of & more cone | 3 % S he "deeds of charity, If thers
liatory course would bring to him per ) ntly
al & y be one trait which pre-eminently assim-
sonal safety llmlllni him to take that i llm “\ it upon the
: 14 ! i ) upo
fatal unprotected evening walk. Doubt T T Thelt of didinteresisd Hotis

1

templated the assassization of Mr.
but  finding that he had une
eluded their knife,
rushed out manufactures in Irveland that | }
greater, and has re- |

ate the Irish millions on the |

ground that out of ignorance could come

full |

ebukes to the English n ition, and out of
all th rede m of |
reland wi and come well
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cedence in the order of time and numbers. | THE “PILLARS? OF THE CHURCH.

The very name America calls up Catholic |
times, Columbia— the poetic name given

to thiz Republic—brings the mind back to

Catholic Columbus,  All the great explora-

tions in this country were made by Catho-

lics,. The names of Sebastian Cahot,

Champlain, Jacques Cartie
the discoverer of the Pacific( , tell the
story. Every school hoy knows who and
what they were. Marquette, the explorer | !
of the Mississippi, was a Jesuit. From |
Quebee to San Francisco are still trace- |
able the footprints of the pioneers of | !
civilization and the missionaries of Catho- | !
lic faith—footprints made in the American
wilds ages long ago. Of the f rty States
now under the Stars and Stripes all save
thirteen were first settled hy Catholig,
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