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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Apostolic Delegation.
oy Ot\lwel‘,lune 13th, 1905.

Mr. Thomas .

¢ Sir—Bince coming to Canada 1 have

hﬂl%.der of your paper. lﬂ'un noted with satis-

faction that it is directed with intelligence and

ability, and, above all, that it is imbued with a strong

Catholic spirit. It strenuously defends Catholic

iples and rights, and stands firmly by the teach-

and authority of the Church, at the same time

ing the best interests of the country. Follow-

these linesit has done a great of good for

the welfare of religion and country, and it will do
more and more, as its wholesome influence r

more Catholic homes. 1 therefore, earnest] y recom-

mend it to Catholic families. With my blessing on

your work, and best wishes for its continued success.

Yours very sincerely in Christ,
DonaTus, Archbishop of E; hesus,
Apostolic Delegate

UniversiTY or OTTAWA.
Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1900.
. Thomas Coft
"Dm Sir : Fcer,somc time p;{st] :u:v:nnxsogny;:r
, the CATHOLIC RECORD, | : s
mm‘;‘:up:g;:l the manner in which it is published.
Hs matter and fom are bl rhereiore wit
i i ades W 3 )y
sy ?2;”“ d it to mbel‘ h x‘ne ‘B;u':-
E; d wishing you success, believe .
-u? et Yours 1ﬁx:ym\my in Jesus Christ.
{D. Favrconio, Arch. of Larissa, Apos. Deleg.
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THE TOWNWARD DRIFT FROM
THE FARMS

Each succeeding census shows 8
steadily incressing stream of migration
from rural districts into the towns and
cities. Recognizing that the permanent
prosperity of the country as a whole de-
pends on the basic industry of sgricul-
ture, the question ot the constant deple-
tion of the sgriculturs] population has
become s question of national import-
ance with serions men. It may have no
special significsence for Oatholics ; but
inasmuch as the conditions are at least
as pronounced in Catholic rural districts
as elsewhere, we shall give some con-
sideration to the problem.

Just because agriculture is the basic
industry on which the prosperity of the
country rests, it is important that Cath-
olics should retain or increase their
relative strength in the farming com-
munity ; it also behooves Catholics to
lead the way in the solution of what un-
questionably is a serions problem.

Later we shall attempt to show that
the farmer has exceptional advantages
in the matter of educsting his children,
a fact that too frequently he is the last
to recognize.

There is one great handicap very
generally recognized and complained of,
that is, the dificulty of procuring the
necessary farm help. That this is &
real difficulty is patent ; and it is fre-
quently the impelling reason for
selling the farm and moving to town.
In other cases it necessitates such an
smount of drudgery, and allows so little
leisure, that the social side of life be-
comes regrettably restricted. This
question of farm help becomes one in-
sistent of solution.

Sometimes it is & question of wages.
The law of supply and demand has
enormously inereased the average wage
which a laborer can command. But one
might be inclined to think that the
farmer, with the prevailing prices for
farm products, would be in a favorable
condition to compete in the matter of
wages with other employers. If the
farmer will make the wages attractive
and the conditions of life and work
agreeable he could often secure the help
that he now does without, much to his
own discomfort and pecuniary loss.
The argument most apt snd ample for
common use is the example.

The writer knows of a farmer who
this year paid $300 in wages to save one
hundred and fifty tons of hay, for which
he refused in the barn $1,500. Some of
his neighbors, on aceount of the lack of
help, sold their hay in the field for $5an
acre. At this rate the farmer referred
to above would have received $600 for
his hay crop, whereas by paying gener-
ously in wages he has at least $1,200.

However, we thiak that merely in-
oreasing the wages paid will not solve
the problem. More help might be se-
cured in busy seasons than is now
available, but a permanent solution
must be sought. And here we must
recognize that there is no career, no
actual livelihood as a farm laborer.
The farm laborer cannot develop into a
farmer ; he cannot, under existing con-
ditions, marry and provide a home for
wife snd children,” And until this is
possible, there will be no class of people
in the country from which the de-
sired and necessary help can be ob-
tained by the farmer. It matters little
that the wages offered are high by the
month or by the day, the fact remains
that the man who would be willing to
do farm work for hire eannot live the
normal life of » married man, hence the

farm laborer does not get what we may
call a living wage. Leo XIII, has defined
the living wage as what is sufficient to
maintain & temily in frugal comfort.

Now we think that it is not only poassi-
ble but comparatively easy to so change
the conditions of life for farm laborers
a8 to oall back into being & class that
has practically disappeared.

If an acre of land and a cottage were
provided where the farm laborer could
live a decent human life in the midst of
his own family, the conditions would
attract many where present conditions
repel them. KEach such family would in
time provide the help needed both by
the farmer and the farmer's wite., The
laborer and his family would enjoy the
privileges of country life, and the grow-
ing sons and dsughters would find in the
immediate neighborhood suitable work
snd remuneration together with the
blessings of home life.

Whether or not the farmers them-
selves should provide such facilities for
home life for the farm help ; or, as in
Ireland, the Department of Agriculture
should assist, the question of farm help
will never be settled until, like other
laborers, the farm laborer has an oppor-
tunity to live the normal human life, to
provide for a femily by his work ; in
other words, until he recelves a living
wage.

With the conditions changed as in-
dicated, the money cost of farm help
might decrease.

OUR RUTHENIAN BRETHREN

Our readers will remember the indig-
nation aroused some time ago when it
was found that so-called missionaries to
the Ruthenians dared to pose as priests,
to administer sacraments, snd to cele-
brate bogus Masses., This disgusting
hypocrisy, this heartless and cruel de-
ception, though defended in some quart-
ers, seems to have been too much for
honest Presbyterians.

Recently Mr. A. J. Hunter, through
the columns of The Presbyterian, makes
sn appeal for funds for what he is
pleased to call the Independent Greek
Church. Pointing out the rapidly in-
creasing importance of the Ruthenian
element of the population both in num-
bers and wealth, he says :

% For Canadisn Protestantism to per-
mié i to be abandoned as this stage
would be incredible folly. That vest
body of Ruthenians in the hands of a
scheming hierareby would be » menace
to the liberty of every Cansdisn. It
we do our duty from now on that dan-
ger will surely be escaped.”

Yes, that is the real object—to detach
them from the hierarchy, to lead them
away from the Catholic Church, to rob
them of their faith. And always the
burden of the appeal is for funds and
more funds.

But there is besides the menace of s
» loheminé hi hy
which we shall allow the writer to
soribe in his own way :

“ Bat now is the critical time for the
Ruthenian people. A guarter of a mil-
lion of them here are treabling in the
balance. A hundred wild notions are
in their brains. Their minds are moved
hisher and thither as the antumn leaves
by the changing winds. The doctrines
of materialistlc socialism and atheism
are running rampant among them. On
the other side the Roman Church is
pouring in men and money in the en-
deavor to regain its hold. The Ortho-
dox Church of Russia has its represen-
tatives. All over the country groups of
radicals and independents with various
motives. leaning either to Protestantism
or to socialism, are developing mission-
ary energy.

* Many of these have got the Congre-
gationalist notion of absolute freedom
of the local congregation from outside
control, hence these are disposed to re-
sent Presbyterian influence just as they
would the influence of other churches,
But, unfortunately, some of these move-
ments are in the hands of unscrupulous
men who wish to lead loose lives and to
have ministers who will prophesy smooth
things.”

Yes, here are people simple in their
habits, thrifty, with a strong religious
bent, who if left under the influence of
their religion would be in no danger
from materialistic socialism or atheism.,
In the world to-day there is no stronger
bulwark against socialism, materialism
and irreligion than the Catholic
Church. This is recognized not only by
counservative men of all religions but by
the leaders of Socialism and all other
movements subversive of social order.

Our zealous advocate of anti-Catho-
lic propaganda pretends to think that it
would be easy for the “independent”
missionaries to replace the great con-
servative force of the Catholic re-
ligion :

“As for the materialist and atheistic
movements, they must be fought, but I
do not think them more dangerous than
among our own people, for the Ruthen-
ians seem to have a strong religious
bent. The Socislist movement is not
likely to be very formidable amongst a
people who, in Canada, sre mostly
farmers gradually becoming comfortable
in their circumstances. All that is
needed here is to present the Christian
aspect of Socialism and provide the
people with some sensible criticism of
its excesses.”

Very simple and easy; “the Christian
aspect of Socialism” and “some sensible
criticism of its excesses” is all that 1s
needed.

There are honest Socialists who
bluntly tell those temporizing advo-
cates of the “Christian aspect of Social-

+h, d

de-

ism,” that there 18 no such aspect.

Moses Barrits, the official orgsnizer of
the Boocialist psrty for Ontario, was
honest enough to state plainly and un-
equivocally that Sucislism and Chris-
tianity were as light and darkness:

“ The Socialist party of Canada is op-
posed to the unacientific worsbip of
Christ, Buddha or Mahomet.

We do not believe in the salvation of
the Church. We oppose that idea, It
is far better to have the people to
understand this now than let the confu-
sion exist or let it be disseminated in
the pulpit.

Soclalists cannot believe in any
supernatursl God. If they do they are
not Soclalists.

The pamphlet issued by the Socialist
party of Great Britain on “ Socialism
snd Religion ” is the only sttitude we
can take up.

The Church will ind in us their un-
relenting foes. Ohristianity with its
superstitions must be submerged before
the workers obtain their complete eman-
clpation. That is our slogan. That is
our challenge.

Far better let it be known now and so
avoid misconception in the fature.

Finally, a Obristian cannot be s
Soclalist, and s Soclalist cannot be s
believer in Christ or God.”

The Presbyterian writer professes to
regard the Rathenian Catholics as not
real Roman Catholics. Of course he
may be honest, but if so he is wofully
ignorant.

There are amongst Roman Catholics
many rites and many liturgical lan-
gusges. The Ruthenian Oatholics have
their own rite and litargical language,
but they are quite as much Roman
Catholics as the Pope or the College of
Cardinals. Y

We shall be very much surprised il
straightforward Presbyterians can feel
snything but contempt for the arrant
hypocrisy of the sort of proselytism sug-
gested in the following :

“If he is in asettlement already favor-
ably disposed to Protestant ideas, bis
problem is easier perhaps. He may be
able to reform the ritual without much
complaint, but in meny places any great
change in the form of service will lead
to hostility and withdrawal of support.
Here, of course, the matter of human
sympathy comee in. The old father or
grandmother wants to confees and re-
oeive the comfort of sbeolution. The
poor old creatures cannot understand the
new arguments, for their brains are long
since stereotyped, so the independent
priest must treat them as kindly as he
ocsa ; but with the young people he can
explain things more fully, gradually
opening their eyes to the original mean-
ing of the gospel.”

Is it surprising that the honest Rath-
enians on discovering the knavish hypoo-
risy of such missionsries * sometimes
resort to the most vigorous ways of van-
quishing their opponents ?”

ON THE 27TH of this month the
Orangemen of Toronto will hold demon-
stration and the event will be called
“ Ulster Day.” The foremsn of each
voting-squad will see to it that the
brethren are ushered to Massey hall in
goodly numbers. It is events of this
kind that bearten the ward-boss who is
looking to the ballot box for something
handsome in the future. Hon. Walter
Long, Unionist, Orangeman and mili-
tant opponent of self-government for
Ireland, will be present on the occasion,
and we may therefore expect from that
gentleman and others some very rebelli-
ous utterances. It is the purpose, we
believe, to recrnit an Orange army in
Toronto for service in Ulster. Up to
date the number of privates is fourteen.
The army will, no doubt, be reviewed by
Mr. Long. The mystery of our day is
that so many men in the rank and file
of Orangeism will continue to be hum-
bugged by its political Buffalo Bills who
prance about on grey horses carrying tin
swords and yellow ribbons in the hottest
of hot westher and perspiring freely in
the cause of “ Liberty " and prospective
government berths.

ONE PHASE OF PAPAL
INFALLIBILITY
If our Divine Saviour founded a
Church to teach mankind to the end of
the world, that Church must be infal-

lible. The Pope as successor of St.
Peter and the visible head of the
Church on earth is preserved from error
when he declares ex cathedra the doe-
trines contained in the deposit of
faith.

Now while every Catholic understands
what is meant by papal infallibility,
sometimes he flods this a difficult doct-
rine to explain to his Protestant friend.
Infallibility is so peculiarly and
exclusively Catholic, that the
Protestant feels that in  this
matter at least he enjoys =
greater liberty than his Catholic friend,
Now as a matter of fact the orthodox
Protestant who believes in the Bible as
the inspired word of God believes in
principle sll that the Catholic belleves
with regard to human infallibility.

If God has given to man a message in
the inspired writings, He must have
preserved each and every ome of the
writexrs from error when writing his
part of that message. Moses and David
and Solomon, the prophets and the
evangelists, were infallible, or the Bible
is not the inspired word of God.

It God preserved David and Isaias
from error in their sacred writings, why
should He not preserve Pius X, from
error in their interpretation?

Agsin, some Protestant critics make
merry over some Popes who were not

shining lights of virtue. Was not Sol-
omon's heart turned away to serve
strange gods ; was David not gulilty of
adultery and wurder ? And yet Solo-
mon and David were the infallible in-
struments through which God gave to
man parts of the Bible,

Whether or not he uses the word, the
Protestant believes in the infallibility
of the inspired writers, while he illogi-
cally and flippantly derides the possi-
bility of Papal infallibility.

A BISHOPS DREAM

His Lordship the Episcopal Bishop
of Nova Scotis preached recently at
Fredericton, N. B. As is their wont
Anglican Bishops cling fondly to the
belief that they sre still a healthy
branch of the Roman tree. It is a besu-
tiful conception, and many of them, in
good faith, derive a considerable degree
of happiness from the reflection. Over
snd over agsin it has been proved thaé
the claim is fallacious—that it is but »
dream or a bubble, “The Church,”
says His Lordship, “ could look back
upon & continuity of life. In two thou-
sand years there had been many changes.
Old customs and old evils had passed
sway but the claim to continuity was
correct. That claim had been disputed,
but any claim could be disputed. There
was & hoary tale to the effect that a
new church kad been born out of the
travail of the reformstion. New life
had resulted from that great upheaval
but never a new church. The Church
of England before the Reformation and
after it were the same,”

Since the publication of Tract 90 by
the late Cardinal Newman scores of
volumes have come from $he press in
favor of and agsinst the Anglican can-
tention of continuity. To review all
these arguments would take more time
and space than we can spare. We will
take the liberty, however, of submitting
» few pointe for the consideration of the
good Anglican Bishop who has made
this latest pronouncement thas the
Church to which he gives adherence is
the same church which Our Divine
Lord commissioned 8t. Peter to estab-
lish. The general impression smongst
Anglicans is that the Roman Catholic
is also the ancient church, but thas it
has become corrupt, and the Episcopal
Church the purified branch thereef.
This contention has no foundation
in fact, for we find in the
Episcopsalian commuuion a confusion of
beliefs and practices which deprives it
of one of the distinctive marks of the
true Church. It is a house divided
against itself. In one diocese we may
find & Low Church bishop, in another s
High Church bishop and in a third a
Broad Church bishop—in one di )

half being untrue.”—Letter to Dean
Chbarch, December 21, 1881,

May it be that the “Kindly Light”
will add more and more to the number
of our Anglican friends, both clerical
and lay, who are seeking peace of mind
in Peter's barque. In it alone troubled
spirits may find safe journeying to the
Eternal Harbor.

IN OweN S8oUND there exists a youth-
ful robber gang captained by a fourteen
year old boy. Five of them have been
srrested and sent %0 the Industrial
School. The leader has also been cap-
tured and he no doubt will be taken
care of as well. Upon investigation it
will, we think, be found that Godless
education and the reading of dime
novels have given the community these
young desperadoes. We would suggest
to the Lord’s Day Alliance the advisa-
bility of paying regular visits to the
book-stalls and reporting to the suthor-
ities upon the class of literature offered
for sale. There is & law ageinst
immoral literatare and the Jesse James
reading matter no doubt comes under
this heading. If the reverend gentle-
men of the alliance would enter upon
some work of this kind instead of dis-
connecting trolly line polls on the
Lord's day they would be doing some-
thing useful. As for the legal author-
ities—well, in their hends relief seems
hopeless. They will act if complaint is
mede, bub the average man thinks it
none of his business and goes on his
way.

THE PITY OF IT

“ Save the Mountain,” the Hamilton
papers are urging. The first step is to
prevens the Whitney government from
securing soy of i8 for Provincial pur-
poses and selling i¢ again when values
increass. If the Whitney government
had ocontrol of Westminster Abbey it
would sell the marble tombs of the illus-
telous dead ss raw material for soda
fountains aud lavatery basins. —Globe.

We have no desire to enter the list
in praise or blame of Mr. Whitney.
Thas would be politics. Baut it is worth
while to make reference to the closing
sentence of the paragraph. Many visi-
tors 40 Old London are shocked at the
manner in which the grand old abbey,
oae of Eoglaad's noblest structures,
erected by the monks in the days when
Eagland was a faithful and loysl child
of the Chureh, has been desecrated by
the innumerable marble stat repre-
senting quite a few persons who in
their day were no better than they
oaght to be. The only reason for thus
perpetussing their memory is that their
relatives had money enough to pay for
the statue and influence enough to have
it placed, or rather misplaced, in =

service resembling the holy sacrifice of
the Mass, in another one like unto Pres-
byterianism and in still another one
approaching Methodism. We often feel
sorry for and sympathize with our
Anglican friends. Some have their
faces turned toward Rome, others to-
ward the sects and a considerable
pumber toward indifferentism. The
Liberalism of the days of the Ox-
ford Movement, the doctrine that
there is wno positive truth in
religion, but that one creed is
as good as another, is still gnawing st
its heart. “ For the Anglican clergy,”
says Rev. Sydney F. Smith, 8. J., * we
bave always felt the genuine respect
which is due to earnest, devoted and
well-intentioned men. Even when they
write against the Catholic Church, al-
though their misconceptions and conse-
quent mis-statements are frequently
truly surprising, it is the exception,
( though there are such exceptions ) if
we are unable to believe that they
write in perfect good faith.” Many
Anglicans are athirst for greater light.
They pray for it ; they long for it ; they
seek it. Some lean towards Newman,
Manning, Wilberforce and Faber:
others try to find happiness and content-
ment in the shadows of Keble and Pusey.
Some are far removed from Rome be-
cause they have pinned their faith to
statements of pamphleteers who in their
hatred of the old Church cast veracity
behind them. A work of this kind some-
what resembling John Kensit litera-
tare is Dr. Littledale's * Plain Reasons
Against Joining the Church of Rome,”
which Newman declared to be an un-
truthful book. He protested against
its being circulated by a respectable
society like The Christian Knowledge
Soclety with the result that it was struck
off their list. He continues : ( Page 487
vol. 2, Ward's Life of Newman.)

“I am more then pleased with the re-
sult of my drawing attention to the
Christian Knowledge Society's shame-
ful circulation of Dr. L's book. I say
‘shameful’ because such a society should
not sanotion a controversial work till
it has gone though a careful revision.
Fifty years ago, when Blanco White's
work was on the list, no complaint, as I
think, could lie against the Society, be-
cause he was a witness of what he said,
and, if he colored facts, it was not in-
tentionally; but Dr. L's book shocks
me. However, for this very reason, be-
cause it thus affects me, I am sure that
it will also, in the same way, more or
less, affect others—and I have quite
sufficient proofs that it has. . . . .
I wished to protest against unfair con-
troversy, and thereby to draw attention
to it. Even if half of Dr. L's book was
true, that was no excuse for the other

d edifice designed for the honor
and worship of the Holy of Holies.
How different it would appear had
Eagland remsined OCatholic. Then
there would have been seen within its
walls pictures and statues representing
oar Divine Lord, His Blessed Mother
sud Foster Father and the heroes in
the spiritual order whose names appear
in the calendsr of saints—men who
lived and dled in the contemplation
and the worship and the love of the
Author of all things. The rev. gentle-
men who have charge of Westmin-
ster Abbey would,; we doubt not, had
they the power, remove these eyesores.
But they are helpless. The State
opened the door for them and the
State is the supreme power in matters
ecolesiastical, at least so fer as the Es-
tablished Charch is concerned.

THE COLPORTEURS

From Quebec we are informed that in
the village of Ville Ste. Pierre, near
Montresal, an assault was made on Bible
women and colporteurs who have for
some time been distributing Bibles
and holding religious meetings in that
district. A young man recently ar-
rived from France seemed to be the
leading spirit in the enterprise. At a
meeting which he held the electric
lights were turned off and he and the
Bible were bombarded with
rocks, eggs and vegetables of all de-
soeriptions. Taking the despatch to be
true, although accounts of this descrip-
tion are ususlly very much exagger-
ated, it is to be regretted that violence
was used and the offenders should be
punished. Violence in dealing with
such people cannot be defended. All
good citizeus should be on the side of
law and order. We may say, however,
that the visit of those proselytizing
sgencies in French Canadian villages is
an impertinence most provoking, more
especially when we remember that the
habitants already have the Scriptures.
Every French prayer book is a com-
pendium of Scriptural thought and these
prayer books are used religiously by
the people in their devotions. The
French Canadians live the simple life,
are very near to God, and their conduct
in the civil snd religious sphere is
oftentimes, and justly so, held up for
the example of the other provinces of
the Dominion who boast of greater en-
lightenment. There is a vast fleld in
the province of Ontario in which the
proselytizers might work to better pur-
pose. Thousands of non- Catholic homes
are without the Scripture and other
thousands who have it never touch its

cover. 8till other thoussnds sesrch
the Scriptures, and without chart or
ocompass to guide them, without sn in-
fallible Church to interpret them, are
hopelessly divided in their estimate of
the meaning of the Word of God,
The gentleman from France and the
ladies acoompanying him will find
In Quaebec no divorces, no race
suiclde, and varicus other abo-
winations which are quite common in
the other provinces which make claim of
“advanced Christianity,” snd the people
of which spend freely of their means
to sustain those miserably small, ineffi-
olent and unsuccesaful schemes for wean-
ing the habitants from the ancient faith.
At their own doors there are conditions
oftentimes which would be a disgrace to
paganism,

In the Toronto Globe of the 31st ult.
we are told that the record of illegitim-
acy snd infenticide in that oity during
the last few months is startling. It will
be remembered that Toronto is the most
non-Osathollc as well as the most anti-
COatholic city in the world. The record
of the child murders as given by the
Globe is simply borrifying snd it adds
thet the number of undiscovered cases
must be something appalling. It Mon-
sieur the Evaogelist from France and
the Mademoiselles who accompany him
would tura thelr eyes to Toronto it
would be more in acoord with the fitness
of things. There should not, as we have
sald, be sny violence in dealing with
these meddiing missionaries who do not
know what they believe themselves.
Contempt only do they deserve and con-
tempt only should be meted out to
them.

A LORD ON THE RAMPAGE

A person rejoicing in the somewhat
sttractive title of Lord Clsude Hamil-
ton—possessed of very great wealth—is
on a visit to this country for the pur-
pose of finding ous ways and means for
its distribusion, primarily for his own
sdvantage, was a party to ascene on the
Royal Edwerd when coming to this
counfry. A spirited debate took place
along the line of what T. P. O'Connor
calls “ mostly about people.” Presi-
dent Tadt and Col. Rooesevelt and the
polioy of the Asquith govermmens were
unsparingly denounced by My Lord
Olsude Hamilton. The President he
characterized as “ a political kettle and
Col. Roosevels tbe pot. The Asquith
administration he cslled political rob-
bers and burglars, and averred that, like
all burglars, they might die hard. Bat
they were going to die and soon.”” The
speech, we are told, created nct only
surprise but disgust amongst the many
Canadians and Americans on board.
Allowance might be made for this titled
person on the score of verdancy. Be-
fore he leaves Canada he will learn
many things which will bring about a
chastening of oconduct. He will find
that in this country a Lord from the old
land counts no more amongst men on the
street than the butcher and the baker,
the carpenter and the blacksmith, the
haberdasher aud the cordwainer. This
will bring him a soreness of spirit, of
course. That must be expected; but
after a while he will be made to recog-
nize the civilizing influences of our cus-
toms and accept the situation. But My
Lord Claude Hamilton did not have all
his own way. On board the Royal Ed-
ward was also Dr. Gearin, ex-mayor of
Montreal, a bralny, cultured, estimable
Irish Canadian gentleman in whose veins
flow the warm Celtic blood of his fore-
fathers. He paid compliment to Taft
and Roosevelt and Mr. Asquith and
said that the government of the latter
gentleman was pc d of colossal in-
tellects, a description which caused
Lord Claude Hamilton to burst into
laughter., Who was it wrote the
poem in which occurs the line * The
loud laugh that spoke the vacant
mind,” It matters not. The descrip-
tion fits Lord Claude Hamilton.

THERE WILL BE TROUBLE

The Lord’s Day Alliance is held up
for admiration by Rev. W. M, Rochester,
its tary, b it ded in
stopping the qperation of a trolly line
between London and Port Stanley on
Sundays. If to-morrow a vote in the coun-
ties affected were taken and an expres-
sion of opinion asked as to this achieve-
ment of the clerical gentleman connected
with the Lord’s Day Alliance, we think
he would be condemned by a vote of
two to one. The average man one meets
on the street gives free expression to
the opinion that the association named
is becoming altogether too unreasonable
and offensively meddlesome. * A labor-
ing man,” said Mr. Rochester at a meet~
ing in St. Thomas, “ suggested that the
members of the Lord's Day Alliance be
placed among the animals in the Toronto
Zoo.,” This suggestion the'secretary de-
clared to be most damnable. The labor-
ing man’s extreme view of things is no
justification for the use of the word
“ damnable.” It is tnbecoming in a
clergyman. Still less is there a justifi-
cation for this other declaration of his :
“If a man cannot take the traction to
get this much boasted breath of fresh
air, why let him walk., If he wants it
the law permits him to have a horseat a

livery or an auto,” Mr. Rochester here,

displays s hotheadedness and unreason-
ableness unbecoming a minister of the
gospel. His argument is in effect : “
will permit the well - to - do to go to
Port Stanley with their team of horses
or with an auto ; but I will not allow
the poor man's conveysnce to operate
on the Lord's Day.” The pot is boiling
for Mr. Rochester. Some day he will
find that there will be a very pronounced
rebellion in the congregations of the
sects against the dominstion of these
puritanically - minded preschers.

THE FIRST ACADIAN BISHOP

The appointment of the first Acadian
Bishop serves to recall the part played
by the devoted French settlers in the
history of the Maritime Provinces.
They settled in the most fertile
stretches of Acadia —on the broad
marshlands of Grand Pre and Tantramar,
in the beautiful Annapolis valley—and
there can be little doubt that their rich
possessions excited the cupidisy of the
Koglish settlers and the New Eogland
raiders, long before the Expulsion took
place. The sad story of the Expulsion
has been immortalized in the beautiful
poem of Longfellow, and the defence set
up by the apologists of Governor Law-
rence, that the Expulsion was a measure
of military necessity in tbe then condi-
tion of the country, altogether fails to
satisfy those who approach the question
without prejudice. However, at this
day, perhaps litsle is gained by reviving
those distressing memories.

The fact is that the remnants of that
brave people found their way back to
Nova Scotis, and joined such of their
friends ss escaped the expulsion by
hiding in the forests. The fine lands
which were once thelrs had passed into
other hands, and they were obliged to
make new homes for themselves in less
favored parts of the provinces. By
their industry and frugality they
throve, and the blessing of God seems
to have fallen abundensly upon this
simple, clean-living, virtuous people.
To-day the descendants of the handful
of Acadians who survived the expulsion
numbers over one hundred and thirty
thousand souls in the Maritime Pro-
vinces.

They live in large and prosper-
ous ocommunities in different sec-
tions of the Provinces. They
have a zealous and devoted clergy,
speaking their own tongue, caring for
their spiritusl interests. They have
three colleges where their youth re-
ceive s careful education, and to the
eredit of one of their principal Societies
—the Society of the Assumption—about
forty young Acadians are now receiv-
ing a college education at the expense
of that Soclety. In that respect they
are setting an example which their
English-speaking fellow Catholics might
well imitate.

The appointment of Bishop Le Blane,
which was altogether unexpected by
him, is a deserved tribute to the French
Acadians, whose loyalty to the Church
has always been unfaltering in the hard
experience through which they have
passed.

THE GRAFTERS AND BOODLERS

Recent events have served to con-
vince many that our system of govern-
ment through the ballot box looks some-
what awry. The best system of con-
ducting public affairs is problematical
to a degree. The monarchial mode
will not even be thought of by those
who have become wedded to the demo-
cratic. ‘ The people must rule” is a
favorite expression, and the stump ora-
tor will always gain unstinted applause
if he declare that he has pinned his
faith to a system of government by the
voice of the people. This would, of
course, be the ideal mode of government
were it not only too evident that popu-
lar selection too often carries with it a
corruption which brings disgrace upon
our civilization. A notable illustra-
tion of this is given in the city of De-
troit, where about a score of aldermen
were caught in the aot of accepting
bribes from a railway corporation to
oast their ballots for the closing of a
street. This was bad enough. Bat
worse is to come. Many of these same
persons sought once again the suffrages
of the people and they succeeded in
being selected as candidates by the
“ Primaries.” The * Primaries” is a
mode of selecting candidates than which
8 more corrupt system was never
invented by the mind of man.
At the beginning it might have locked
very plausible in theory but it has
worked out to the end that in many
cdses the most dishonest and the most
dishonorable men are foisted to the
front. Nor is there a base electorate
to be found only in the American re-
public. Even where there are no
Primaries, as in Canads, we find the
same conditions prevailing. Aldermen
who gloried in their shame when found
guilty of the most erooked practices in
connection with municipal affairs in
Montreal, were some of them again
elected and some others received a very
large vote. Referring to the matter of
Judges, the Toronto Globe says that
“peyond all question the appointment
of the law officers by the Crown is
better than their election by the




