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individual, and arc not the belated addendum of a political lcast expect. 1 he General Staff is a case in point. |t
is the work of a Minister of War who is. H M great jurist,
and whose plan two years ago for bettering the Fm

was a strengthening of the
tih? machinery of the'Empire from flying to 'pieces, would colonial representation on the Judicial Committee of the 
suppose they had fallen from -ell-re-.poet if they sold * nvy Council, 
the things, they buy ; the Empire must subsist by trade ;

device, what is the Imperial Conference worth? 
though many engaging persons many of them young, ... 
and .most of them thoughtless—who imagine they keep P,rc ® domestic relations

Al- a

“ to any 
the case.
money, 
as is the husbi 
<kocc between 

man 1

the things they buv ; the Empire must subsist by trade; . There must be a change of some sort. It will be 
and approximations to unifprmity in the things which coincident with healthy, vigorous differences of opinion, 
trade procures for us—literature, self-defence, quality 11 hP*> would be only the progress from manhood to 
in public administration, expansion, and travel—will decrepitude. Of the potentialities of the change for 
tend to combinative arrangements in trade. The ideal Canada, as; ap international entity there is more to be 

paper—would be free trade within the sa'd another day^. ^ ^ ^ .
is foolish enough tq propose it. , Any
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arrangement—oh 
Empire. No oi^e
rapid readjustrrp-nt is equally impossible, ast anybody
who knows muth* of the extraordinary ramifications of ------
Hritish lysines/ must concede. Happily, we are not A man ,'as acquitted at Boston this week 
limited to Trade(for opporU.mt.es to improve the rela- q{ ..financiaL inanity." The charge against him was 

°f *he stfidered parts of the King s dommrons. yf ,.rimina|| concealing his assets from his trusted in
^ L >f,erLen,tC LaSu u°"e .'T*#'**. al°nFnth.,s lm=’ bankruptcy. Insanity experts testified that he waL 

which Will help the habit of thinking imperially m mat%flicted ^ a mania for spending money, and that he
ters of com merer—it has begun to give coherence to the harf fio i<jca wheTC it went. A motion of the assistant 

ritish system of army defence. . district attorney to commit hèth to an asylum was denied
Example of the General Staff. by the judge, on the ground that the defendant was not

In Mr. Hajdane's speech, proposing the formation legally insane. This is really too intricate for comment, 
of a general st^ff for the study of defence, thef'c is the
sanest expression of true Imperial militarism, as it Thc Toronto Board of Trade has issued a report
should apply tp an unparalleled conger,e of pacific of ^ dclegation which visited the West Indies last 
uaU£ Wa$ d,sllnKu,shcduby every quality. that w- ^ j„terests of larger Canadian commerce

shou^ belong to a statesman who knows h,s own m.nd, wkh ,he Islands. „ is an excellent thing to do. It 
is a firm lower of peace, and well seized of the risks of WQu|d have morc excellent If the pamphlet con-
war It was tdso remarkable for a nervous deference ^ indication as to how the CouncU of the
to the susceptibilities of gentlemen apprehensive of being Board s to ,ransiate the report into action. Pre-
dr?wn into the vortex of European militarism. Mr. sumabl£ the questions ralscd by Mr. Allan and the dele- 

/ »ddanc sou6htL «° ,mP°se no obligation of finance or /rom thMc Halifax and St. John Boards of Trade
obedience on the overseas Governments, was content ^ considered bv tbc Council, and some con-

« t°.SUgge.St * Æ °f unmng lhe.,r f°rCeLW,j rC T elusions arrived at. If not, what was the good of 
other and with jhe army in Br. am by a bond of simple ^ a delegation on a six wcH?s’ journey? It is,
intelligence something so novel in War Office arrange- of ^ the business of firms dealing in such com­
ments as to grve it actuil promise of success. Dr. moditie$ as m 1)e to and received from the West 
Smartt, of Cape O.onyr wanted every soldier qf the In(Jies ,Q lookaftcr thcir own business. But if that 
King to undertake 10 serve anywhere that any 6i the were thfi ^ inni and the ending of the situation, 
Kintrs Governments might want him. That was ,m- (here would ^ no function for Boards of Trade at all. 
possible. Mr. Balfour said a few days ago in the House ^ rea| bu$iness of a Board of Trade is to learn what 
of Commons that Britain would never consent td aoan- commerce may 

to see that it is^ done.
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The followii 
Houses for the 
3rd, and May < 
decrease over » 

Ma
Montreal ..$3' 
Toronto ' ... 2 
Winnipeg .. !
Halifax . 
Hamilton 
St. John ... 
Vancouver . 
Victoria
Quebec -----
Ottawa .... 
London .., 
Edmonton 
Calgary ....

Total . .$7 
The clearin 

17.5 per cent. 01 
was $1.306,716,5 
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be stimulated, to show how to do it, and
’ don the voluntary system. Given a reasonable ground 

for drawing the sword, the Empire will: act concernedly.
K it will not, it will be as well to know its failure to Financial gossipers are bound to overflow into the 

* justify the ties of blood. The British officer is always dai|y ^^papers; and they made something out of the 
valorous. He not always discreet. The Boer war Sovereign Bank changes. On the whole, the papers deal 
taught him that in resourcefulness he is far behind the rcstrainedly with financial talk, and they have done no 
man accustomed to live in spacious lands. So Mr. Hal- harm in this jnstance. The transfer of two Bank of 
dane would circulate British officers in Canada, Cana- Commerce inspectors and the appointment of Mr. Jem- 
dian officers in Britain, and by uniformity in weapons, mctt> thc secretary of that institution to the joint gen- 
ammunition, and details of discipline, obtain the maxi- era, managership of the Sovereign Bank gave color to 
mum. efficiency for each territorial army acting sepa- the ingenious notion that the Commerce would absorb 
ratel^. and for the whole, if operating together. Thc the Sovereign. It is just as well, therefore, to repeat 

ndards of efficiency wquld not be imposed on Canada ,he statement of Mr. Byron Walker, the president of 
and fNew Zealand by some martinet in Whitehall, but thc Bank of Commerce : “The Bank of Commerce never 
would be the fruit of study and experience assembled •• considered any such proposal in connection with the 
/rom the training grounds of the five continents and the .. Sovereign Bank. Our interest io that bank is the 
seven seas in which the Empire keefis its men and ships .. interest that everyone has in\it—the wish that it will 
Not Towards the Vortet. •* succeed. We hope for all our banking institutions

That is nof an approach to the dreaded vortex. If “ that they will be strong and successful. The two 
there he any rohson for a Canadian Wee, and for an- “ foreign banks which are connected financially with the 
ticipating a reeprren^e of what happened in ifiqfi, it is “ Sovereign Bank wished to strengthen its administra- 
an overwhelmipg reason fot securing a maximum “ tion, and they paid the Canadian Bank of Commerce 
smoothness of Working when-* it is associated with a the compliment of selecting several members of its 
kindred army in a distant theatre of War. staff. We acquiesced in these changes, but as to the

The general staff will lie established to attain this affaits of the Sovereign Bank we know nothing, an 
o-operative similarity. Incidentally, it will produce “ any rumors such as I understand are current are 

that greater flexibility of mind which was conspicuous “ unjust to the Sovereign Bank and entirely untrue, 
by its absence from British generals and colonels in
Xatal and Cape Colony. In essence, it is thc same Women are likely to play an important part in 
reform that is asked in business methods. Improve- official banking life. Only a few weeks ago, an 
ment in defence does not seem the natural leader to im- article in the American Banker championed thc cause o
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provement in commerce. But, in this wonderful Errtpire, the woman banking official.
the' things we need are often achieved in thc way wc
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