
IRELAND’S BURDEN.
By LOB33 DUNRAYEN.

‘•Ireland's Financial Burden ” is whatever that may be—'otxjecte en- 
Hie title of an article which Lord tirely to the phrase.' According to 
Pupraven has contributed to the J uly him Ireland is not to be governed

# ■ )  < - TlT f i I ill ii»i 111number of the “Nineteenth Century 
,*Dd After,” in which :he gives ex­
pression to some interesting com­
ments, nob only upon the financial 
relations Question itself, but upon
Irish government to general. In the 
earlier portion of the article. Lord
pun raven deals with the arguments 
put forward by the Chancellor o# the 
wrrhctiuer in tho recent debate in the

according to Irish ideas. There 
have

THE CASE IN A NUTSHELL,

Exchequer in tho recent debate
3 of Commons, and shows how 

is the attempt
House
utterly dishonest 
made to deny the reality of Ireland's 
grievance. Proceeding, Lord Dun- 
raven paints a vivid picture of the 
condition to which Ireland has been 
reduced by this system of over-tax­
ation and by the dreadful .drain of 
emigration. He then .goes on to 
ask “Is Ireland overtaxed because 
she is poor, or poor because she is 
overtaxed tm “Bortih. these theories, ' ' 
he says, “are true. Unquestionably 
the crushing weight of taxation 
smothers individual effort and stifles 
energy; unquestionably also the ab­
sence of industrial employment and 
the general poverty in Ireland ac­
count for the fact that the euual 
taxation of the same articles places 
upon her an unequal burden. Differ­
ential taxation is impracticable. 
Changes in our mqthods of raising 
revenue beneficial to the poorer 
classes in Great Britain, and conse­
quently beneficial to Ireland as a 
whole, are not impracticable, but 

| cannot be relied' upon as a remedy 
for a disease requiring immediate 
treatment. There remains the prin­
ciple underlying the Union*—exception­
al treatment under exceptional cir­
cumstances. If Great Britain is to 
act with common justice, if she is to 
honestly carry out the terms of the 
treaty entered into by the two inde­
pendent Legislatures in the Act amal­
gamating them, she must follow cue 
of two courses. Either She must 
carry dut the promise of Lord Cas- 
t-lereegh that taxation should ,be with 
regard to tho mjeeeure of the relative 
abilities of the two countries to pay, 
and must adopt differential treat­
ment and the remission of taxation 
—a policy which appears to roe im-i 
possible—or she must endeavor . to 
increase the taxable capacity of Ine- 
Und by the wise application n< pub- 
iic money to the development and 
<he more fruitful utilization of the 
natural resource® pf the country. One 
«bvious source of supply for this 
most necessary purpose is in

RETRENCHMENT IN THE .EX­
PENSES

of administration, and in the alloco- 
tion to Irish purpose» of the savings 
thus effected. That a great saving 
of expenditure can be effected is cer- 

The government in Ireland is 
carried on through a number of de- 
Aments wttiqh do not represent 
*^are not in thq remotest degree 
Uaàer control of those who are 
foverned. Yea. by year the expen- 

rc Procéda art. an extravagant
rate' d*8P*'» the'proteste d tilelri*, 
People, and in such circumstances it 

surely unfair to taunt them with 
<■ act that the balance of. revenue 
Mlablo for Imperial purposes Is 
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and I commend it to* thq considéra* 
tion of all Englishmen who have the 
faintest belief in popular rights, and 
who desire to understand the causes 
of Irish poverty, decay, and discon­
tent. That governing Ireland ac­
cording to Irish ideas was the poli­
cy of the present Governmemt there 
can be no question. It is proved by 
all the interesting Incidents brought 
to light during the discussions on 
what is commonly known as the Mac- 
Do nnell affair in the House of Com­
mons, by the appointment Of Sdr 
Antony MacDonnoll ,l>y the conditions 
attaching to that appointment, by 
tho programme drawn up by Mr. 
Wyndham and Sir Antony MacDon- 
nell, by the whole history of Mr. 
Wyndhem's administration. “Ireland 
must be governed according to Irish 
ideas.’’ “Ireland must not be gov­
erned according to Irish ideas.” 
There is a distinct avowal of a poli­
cy and a disavowal of that policy 
equally distinct, for which I am 
thankful, for it places the issues 
crystallized in a sentence and clearly 
defined before the people of Great 
Britain. What the imme^Rate con­
sequences of these political gymnas 
tics may be I cannot say. It depends 
largely on how long it takes the 
present Chief Secretary to* emanci­
pate himself from t/utelage and to 
look and judge for himself; but it 
requires no gift of prophecy to foro- 
tell what policy will prevail.

‘To one other matter I would ear- 
nestly call the attention of the Eng­
lish people. It is reasonable to 
suppose that Ireland can be rescued 
from her present desperate condition, 
that her own intelligence, industry, 
and powers can be utilized for the 
development of her own resources, 
that' her people can become hope­
ful, self-reliant, and contented so 
long as she seed herself the mere 
plaything of political forces which 
she cannot control ? With changes 
in broad lines of policy incidental to 
changes of government, we are all 
accustomed. It is part of the play 
and action of political forces .mi 
principles—a natural result of our 
whole system of party government 
But

SUCH A COMPLETE VOLTE FACE 
AS WE HAVE LATELY SEEN, 

such an astounding reversal of poli­
cy on- the part of a Government in 
power, is a new tiling, and one that 
makes strongly for reform of the cha­
racter advocated by the Irish Reform 
Association. That Association has 
asked that some legislative functions 
and some voice in the preparation, .of 
the estimates in the allocation of 
public money and in financial admin­
istration should he delegated by Par­
liament to an Irish body, and has 
.asled it on the ground that in a 
portion of the United Kingdom 'dif­
ferentiating so profoundly from the 
other portions, the application of 
local leorwledge, intelligence, and In­
terest Is necessary for efficient ad­
ministration for the -rrCelling at
economics for the most productive 
utilization of public money, and on 
the ground also of the educational 
value of responsibility. I now put 
in this further plea. Unless In de­
tails, but details vitally affecting her 
material Interest, Ireland Is prompt­
ed Çrom the mere passing exigencies 
of parties, ft Is idle to suppose that 
Irishmen can devote themselves as 
flies' should end as they could to,the 
healing of differences, the restoration
rtf infillntv-fom ____ __ * ...

wisdom and jueticeiof its views will 
surely prevail. Whatever may be
the opinion of the Chief Secretary
for Ireland as to the Irish Reform 
Association’s programme, those who 
advocate some form of devolution 
era In complete agreement with Mm 
ip believing that there is room for 
reform and improvement in the ' 'ad­
ministrait i<m; but they have not been 
content to confine themselves to cvlry 
phrases which may mean nothing, 
but have handed themselves together 
to reduce their aspirations to prac­
tical shape. They, like Mr. Long, 
believe that law and order mpst be 
maintained in Irelant'i they, like Mr. 
Long, have viewed with satisfaction 
and gratitude the development of
Irish policy under the influence of
Mr. Wyndham and Lord Dudley, and 
they, like Mr. Long, admit that the 
Unionist Government, if only by 
granting Ireland self-government In 
county affairs, and by passing the 
Land Act of 190.1, has achieved 
more than any British Adminis 
tion for many years past. The Irt„„ 
Reform Association has no feeling ef 
hostility towards the Unionist Party 
but only one regret that they have, 
token their hands off the plough 
They arc proud of the foundations 

soundon^Irish policy, which 
securely/laid- .a few years ago, 
they look to the completion of the 
edifice by reforms that will set) free 
large sums of money to be applied 
to the development of Ireland’s re­
sources, and that will ensure that 
Irish business will be adeguately at- 
tended to.’’

In conclusion, Lord Dunraven en­
ters a plea against the reduction of 
the Irish representation in Parlia­
ment. He says that in great Impe- 
rial questions, with which no Irish 
body with delegated powers would be 
competent to deal, Ireland is vitally 
concerned, and for that reason, look­
ing at the matter solely from an 
Irish point of view, any arrangement 
depriving Ireland of representation 
at Westminster appears suicidal to 
him. Id that representation, he 
says, lies Ireland's only safeguard

Elm flEPflfSENTSTiUN,
T. P. O’Connor Calls Balfour’s 

Scheme Audacity In­
conceivable.

A HARVEST DIE II IRELAND.

o —------—lire * nryuiodiuu
oi industries, the development of no- 
*“TaI resources, and the extrication 

thefr country from the melancholy 
in which she hopelessly sits.

DOTATION

(By Seunias MacManus. in Donahoe’s 
for July.)

On a harvest morn in Ireland—the 
sort of harvest morn I like to re­
call—the white sun looks down upon 
a land variegated with-a thousand 
shades; the sky is blue and spotless, 
and choiring larks deep in the peace­
ful blue are trilling their melody 
over moor and meadow, and gray 
hill. The burns are sounding Joys 
ously from under their blackthorn 
and hazel arching as they dflly sea­
ward; the cheery "cllckwlick” is 
beard from the meadows where the 
mowers sharpen their scythes, the 
sound of blithe voices comes up the 
hillside, and a merry laugh rings out 
upon the clear air, now froan this
field, and anon from that. Gladness 
hums in one’s veins on tins bright 
harvest morning. The call to break­
fast from the white-slipped' caitin- 
standing on the fence by the gable 
of the far house comes welcome over 
the waving fields. The mowster drops 
his scythe, and the shearer his sickle, 
and, others cast from them rake and 
fork, and, whistling up a lively air, 
or chanting a merry Bong, trip 
houseward. Breakfast over, the 
girls, with rake on shoulder, sally 
forth as well as the boys and men, 
to do their share of the day’s world, 
and the mingled music of cheery 
converse and ringing laughter that 
henceforth fills the fields lends plea­
sant wings to the day. Under the 
friendly shade of hat or kerchief, the 
girls' bright eyes downcast upon 
theif work dance merry accompani­
ment to the quick repartees they, 
with professional ease, cast back fa 
response to mischievous chaffing, of 
the boys bent above their work. The 
grass that the girls turn In wind­
rows fills the fields with fragrance 
The tall meadow falls to the «with 
of the mower whose long drawn song 
stuff! canine to the fallen flowers: the 
buoy hum of the bee fa frequent, and 
the silly corn-crake (iho loves to

London, July 16.—Premier Bal­
four’s redistribution scheme, 11 per­
severed in, promises to provoke the 
bitterixit light in the history of Ire­
land’s long parliamentary quarrel 
with England. The scheme Is avow­
edly framed to reduce Ireland's re­
presentation, while preserving in 
England’s anomalies far worse than 
it is proposed to remove in Ireland. 
Ireland will lose twenty-two seats, 
all Nationalist. Indeed, the only- 
ground for tile Unionist demand for 
a redistribution is, if possible, to 
deprive the^ationnlist.s of some of 
the parliamentary power they wield 
bo ably.

T. P. O’Coaunor, asked to state 
itw- his objection® to tho scheme, said: 
rif#k4w‘‘My first objection to the scheme is 

that it is founded on no principle 
whatever, except to diminish Irish 
representation,. A limit is arbitra­
rily fixed for counties so as not to 
interfere with English counties, and 
for boroughs so that about tweniy- 
five English boroughs, noted as hot­
beds of corruption and represented 
mainly by Unionists, just escape ex­
tinction. For this trick, the mean­
est and shabbiest over attempted, to 
be perpetrated by England against 
Ireland, to be essayed by a moribund 
ministry and an utterly discredited 
leader like Balfour, makes its auda­
city almost inconceivable.

‘“Hie bitterest part of it ill is 
that Ireland's decline in population^ 
of which Balfour is taking advan­
tage. is the diroct result of the u:von 
and the British parliament’s atroci­
ous dealings with Ireland. Under the 
Act of Union the parliament of 
England guaranteed Ireland' 3uil 
members in the British parliament, 
forever, and it Ireland had got ir 
presun tat ion according to he** popu­
lation in 1800 she would have had" 
228 members, while, when the re­
form bill otf 1858 was intr > lured, 
she would, if the saai.e basis had been 
taken, have had 261 members.

“When in the 1858 debat.-s the 
Irish members demanded an increase 
of Irish representation, the JbUish 
government refused on tho ; lea tint 
the Act of Union, guaranteeing Irr 
land 10.3, was really a treaty which 
could not be abrogated without 4he 
consent of both parties. YaL now, 
when owing to England's infamous 
rule, the opportunity presents itself 
of reducing Irish represent*.-Aon ty 
adopting a population basis, it ip 
jumped at by the British Government 
despite the emphatic protest® of the 
other party to the treaty ’

Chairman Redmona taisxl a ixiint 
of order on Balfour s resolution 
which Speaker Lo vth *r lies taken 
throe days to consider; if he de­
cides to the affirmative on M< i.day 
Balfour can oitly perso wre wilh the 
scheme by having i special session 
to the autumn.

London, July 17—On the. Speaker, 
Mr. Lowther, agreeing to »h* con- 
ton tion of John Redmond, (ha Irish 
leader, that each clause of ;he redis­
tribution of seats bill must be de­
bated separately, Premier Balfour, 
in tine House of Commons to-day 
withdrew the bill, saying he would 
proceed with it at the next session 
of Parliament, adding*:—“This course 
wa® taken, a® His Majesty’® Govern­
ment is not prepared to concede so 
much time during the present ses­
sion.”

THE NATIONAL ÜR6AIIZATI0I
(Dublin Freeman’s Journal.)

The report of th^ progress of the 
United Irish League for the last six 
month®, which we elsewhere publish, 
is at once opportune and encourage- 
ingi It is not alone, that a record 
has been established in tho progress 
and prosperity of the organization 
for a record may be estab­
lished by a narrow . mar­
gin. The growth. and power of

more gratifying and encouraging re­
sults. It might have been natural­
ly anticipated that each sutciyding 
year there would bo less scope for 
the rapid expansion of the organiza­
tion. But relatively and absolutely 
nerver was that expansion so rapid 
as in the six months from the 1st of 
January to tho 28rd of June in the 
present year. By the money test we 
find that the affiliation fees for the 
period (£2250) show an increase of 
£461, or over 20 p<r cent, as com­
pared with the same period the pre­
vious year. But the full meaning of 
that increase cannot lie reckoned in 
pounds, shillings and pence. These 
figures show 152 new branches of 
the National Organization, ruprosent*- 
ing approximately 15,200 new menn- 
bois. This wonderful development is 
wholly spontaneous, it represents a 
normal, not a forced, growth of the 
organization. It represents the i>eo 
plq’s enhanced appreciation of its 
value. The people have less nod 
less need of any urging to join the 
league, as they realize more and 

more clearly its value. The report 
tclla ns that in this half year or 
phenomenal growlh. tho stnff of nr pa. 
nizors is exactly half what it was 
during the corresponding half-year of 
190-1, Here, surely, are convincing 
and conclusive figures which cannot 
ho blown away by declamation. In 
tho tooth of such marvellous evidence! 
of vital strength and progress, it is 
idle for any man to make the pre- 
tonrr. gratifying to the enemies of 
Ireland, that, the United Irish longue 
is weak and declining. These figures 
ore, indeed, the best vindication of 
the National Directory and the Na­
tional Party against, tho wild and 
whirling attacks to which they have 
tieon subjected. Every shilling sub­
scribed, every member enrolled, nt- 
forels cumulative testimony of tho 
people’s confidence in the Directory 
and the Party, whose policy is the 

. same; for surely it is clear to all 
who will impartially consider the 
situation that the better ’the, people 
are satisfied with the Party’s policy 
the more likely they are to aid them 
with money end men in its support.

But if the factious and fractious 
objection be taken that these figures 
show the people’s appreciation of the1 
National organization, but not of 
(he Party which is identified with the 
organization, another test, oven more 
direct and crucial, stands out in the 
report. No one, we fancy, can deny 
that subscriptions direct to . the 
Irish Party Fund constitute an a>- 
gument in favor of the policy it, pure 
sues. That test Is still more con­
clusive, During ,ho period under 
consideration there has been £9,101 
Hs 611 subscribed to the Parlia­
mentary Fund alone from Ireland 
Great Britain, United states and 
Canada, Australia and Africa. Here 
there is an increase of £4,560 3s 
8d" m0Te «tan doubling the sub­
scriptions of each of the countries 
mentioned, but relatively end abso­
lutely is greatest from Ireland. In 
the first six months of 1904 Ire­
land subscribed £2160 18» 7<J to 
the Parliamentary Fund. In the same 
fix months of 1905 her subscription 
rose to £6021 7s. Id., thus almost 
flreblmg itself in the latter period. 

Here, surely, is strange, proof of 
the decrepitude which we arc told 
by Mr. William O’Brien exists in the 
Irish Party and organization. The 
people of Ireland and their friends 
bqyond the sea have a curious me­
thod of testifying their profound dis­
satisfaction with the poHcy which 
Mr. O’Brien condamne. Experience 
proves that dissension in the Na­
tional ranks kills financial support. 
The conclusion is satisfactory that 
the dissension is slight and negligi­
ble when financial support la thus 
rapidly .on tlio increase. The coun­
try may be congratulated on Its uni­
ty and unprecedented earnestness. 
The crusade that has been preached 
against the policy of the Party 
has wholly failed ol effect. The policy 
of the Party pledge and absolute in­
dependence of English political com­
plications receives the enthuslaetic 
support of the people. The opposition 
is confined to Cork City, and in the 
light of recent events, we might al-

IRISH _ _ _ EXPOSITIOI
Important Exhibit of Irish 

Handicraft to be Held 
in New York.

From September 18 to October 7, 
1905, there will be, ifix-n in Madison 
•Square Garden, New York City, an 
Irish Industrial Exposition. It will 
be vonduetid by a corporation, or­
ganized for that specific purpose, and 
chartered under the laws of the 
State of New York. in,,. Honorary 
Treasurer und custodian of nil fumts 
subscribed, or to be subscribed, ;s 
the Hon. Victor .1. Dowling, Justice 
of the Supreme Court.

the new Ripublio-l 1-jbentian lusli- 
tutc, that monuir.enb to the genius, 
till, loyalty, the devotion and jiet- 
riotism of the Irish race, the rornor- 
Ktone of which will he laid on the 
same day the exposition oturns, is to 
be the direct beneficiary. Every dok- 
lur over and above tho actual cost 
of management will be addnd to tho 
Building Fund of the Ancient Order- 
of Hibernians and devoted to the 
completion of that structure.

At no time has there hern so much 
interest awakened in the well-being 
of the Irish nation, social, Industrial 
and Intellectual, ns Is manifested nt 
the present tins.. This is due in „ 
very large measure to the nil con­
trolling desire of the Irish people to 
bettiT their condition, and give the 
be to the many calumnies that have 
been so assiduously circulated to 
tiic-ir detriment. The "Gaelic Tire 
viva] ’ has been the potent agency in 
bringing about this result. Ireland 
has long depended upon the gênero­
nt,v of her exiled children, or sym- 
pafhizers, for aid in h„ many dif­
ficulties. The time bus now come, 
however, wlien something more lastl 
tng. more cffetunl, than the gmer- 
OUS responses t„ the perenniai call 
for chanty, must fa. done if we could 
preserve tho Irish Nation. The ex­
haustion resulting from heavy emi­
gration must be dealt with, and to 
do that, it is felt that the jieople 
must he taught the value of the old 
Irish virtues of self-reliant,!' anil self- ' 
fiimtainmcnt.

Ihis, then is the moving thought 
which the Irish Industrial Exposi­
tion and Amusement Company bring, 
into existence. Irish organization, 
m this country, as well us in, fare 
laml, have felt that emigration 
should be stopped, and to successful­
ly accomplish this, requires the re­
building of the productive rerource, 
of Ireland, thus affording remoms- 
at.ve employment for her people.

We are aware that there i« a woo_ 
ful want el knowledge aa to Ireland’, 
capacity in this direction. Many 
people incline to,the belief that tlw 
country is uneuitod to monufacturmre 
purposes, whereas, no country in 
Eurijpe offers such fine OHlort unities 
to the enterprising cajiitalist and 
manufacturer.

But, despite her many drawbacks, 
Ireland is doing much to aid herself 
and, it is Mt„ that If « fair oportire 
mty he given to display the evidence 
of her handicraft, great good will rre 
suit.

It is intended tha.t evury lina eft 
Irirti industrial endeavor will be re— 
prmented at tlie forthcoming eorposi- 
tion. Tho Irish Industrial Exports 
tion will, so far as the efforts of it, 
projectors can contribute to bring it 
abo.i.1, I» as varied and complete an 
exhibit of Irish handicraft as It j, 
possible to secure; and the amuse­
ment end at the exposition will also 
be as varied and highrclass as it will 
be possible to make it.

The world Is filled with men and 
women who nre cry ing out against 
life, protesting against their bur- 
deus. and filling the air with lamen­
tations and upbraiding of Provi­
dence, whoso limitations are not for 
11» moment to tie compared with 
those under which, Helen Keller la- 
bore. Hoc little book la a proteat 
against the cowardice and weak egot­
ism which permit^ men to look at 
lie universe from' the point of view 
of their own pawing experience amt 
to declaim aonm.t ___ -reTo . .
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