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THE STREET PROBLEM.

YANKEE once cont/n'*m:u-l
with a firm to remove an ex-
tra amount of snow which,
owing to an unusual and ter-
rific storm, had completely
blocked the roads leading t» the
company’s works. As in that parti-
cular section of the country snow
blockades were of rare uccurrence, no
preparations were ever mad: to meet
such a contingency. The Yankeo
contractor represented Lhese fucts to
the firm, and was told that be might
take as long as he liked to clear 1he
roadways. Thereupon the Yankee
lit a cigar and sat down wpon the
top log of an almost Luried fence
and contemplated the billows of
white snow that surrounded him.
When asked when he expected to
commence the work, he calmly made
answer, ‘‘some time in Junec.”” He
was looking forward to the sun do-
ing the clearing for him, and as no
limit of time was set down in the
contract, he felt quite justified in
thus relying upon nature to holp
him along with his undertaking. Our
City Council seems to have taken
the Yankee’s idea, as far as the
cleaning of our streets is concerned.
Not having any money to spend up-
on that work, the Council has de-
cided to wait till the snow falls ana
covers up the mud and filth. How
long it will be until the snow comes,
to remain, is far from easy to tilell;
but in all human probability we will
have sleighing some time between
this and Christmas. If so the Coun-
cil will have ample time, before the
spring, to appropriate money for
street cleaning, when the snow goes
and this year’s mud re-appears in
March, 1908. What a glorious pic-
ture to contemplate; the resurrection
of the mud with the ad(htxon of the
winter’s debris,

INTERESTING SIGHTS. —Tt has
become so fashionable to complain
about, the filthiness of the lanes and
streets that one almost hesitates to
approach the subject. A person feels
not a little mean, even when there
is such provokingly good ground for
criticism. It is like joining a crowd
that is crushing some defenseless vie-
tim; the victim may be in the wrong,
but nature rebels against the ~ idea
of every person kicking and cufling
him. Still, in the case of the au-
tumn mud, the temptation is very
great—especially if you have experi-
enced any of the practical results of
wading through a sea of mire. You
are not inclined to be very charit-
able when your best suit has been
ruined and your boots have vo be
cleaned with a hoe or pick axe. Yet,
on the curbstone one does see some
funny sights, especially in Montreal,
and at this season. I was going to
express the hope that before these
few lines are in print we may have
the merciful snow; but, on reflection,
1 remember that snow means cold,
and fuel is both scarce and dear.
Consequently the generality of the
publie would prefer to put up with
dirty streets than to endure the cold
or to be forced to buy coal and
wood at the present prices. My busi-
ness brought me down McGill strect,
to the corner of Comm.ssioners’ the
other day. I have long been in the
habit of walking on the curbstone,
but this time there was no such a
thing to be seen, and 1 was exceed-
ingly glad to find foot-hold on a
strip of sidewalk, and not to have
been forced to climb.a wall. While
fooking around me I notice a gentle-
man coming along in hot haste.
Business of importance was evident-
ly propelling, or drawing him. He

" stopped short at the corner, intend-

ing to find some kind of ford where-
to reqdl the other side of the
In vain did he
. there was not a
gk one's feet

his late passenger appeared to be
chuckling, in the height of merri-
ment, to himself,

t A BIG SURPRISE.—After the ex-
press-waggon gondoleer had gone
his way, I managed to round the
corner and to proceed about my
business. Half an hour later X wu;
at the foot of St. Francis Xavier
gtreet. I met two gentlemen, and
after a moment’s conversation with
them, I proceeded onward. I had
not gone far when I heard a chorus
of yells and some very unrefined
language. I turned to learn the
cause of the outburst of indignation,
and I found that after I had left
them two other friends came along,
and all four stood chatting on the
narrow sidewalk. At that moment
a long truck, loaded with barrels,
came floating—at least apparently
floating—down the street. The truck-
man  stopped his horse just a few
feet beyond where my friends were
standing. He got down to remove
the iron pin that held the barrels on
the truck. His intention was to
shove them a few holes further up.
As soon as he pulled out the pin the
horse stepped backward, the truck
ballanced in the same direction, and
the last barrel rolled off—it feel in
the lake of mud at about three feet
from the four gentlemen. The reader
can better imagine than I can de-
seribe the result. They were be-
spattered an inch thick from hat to
shoes. The only consolation, if it
may be so considered, was in the
fact that one of the said gentlemen
was a city alderman. However, I
have since learned that he is not a
member of the Roads Committee,
and I am sorry for having been un-
charitable enough to have rejoiced
in his mighap. °*

A MORNING EXPERIENCE.—One
day last week I had to leave home
at a very early hour, and before go-
ing I was anxious to empty a pail
of refuse that stood in my shed. It
undertook to carry that pail down
was an hour before daylight when 1
a winding, cork-screw, stairway at
the back of my house. I succeeded
somehow in getting down without
breaking my neck, but how I was
preserved I can never tell. When 1
opened the lane door I discovered
that my barrel had vanished, and
that the nearest one was six doors
down from me. I confidently steppead
out with my load, and stepped into
a lake up to my ankles, Seeing what
I thought was a piece of solid earth
I jumped for it, and landed in a cut-
away made by coal carts and scav-
enging waggons, this time sinking
three or four inches lower, and leav-
ing one of my rubbers in the depths
of that excavation.
great-grandfather, who was once
caught by night in the Bog of Al-
len, and who had sunk to his neck
when he was discovered, came float-
ing through my mind. Thus stimu-
lated to renewed efforts, I dived
back again, ever heading for the dis-
tant barrel. This time I fully ex-
pected to land in another mud hole,
and being prepared for it, I was cn-
tirely upset by finding myself upon
a solid ridge. I lost my balance, and
my pail; and my neighbor’s dog —
taking me, very likely, for a tramp,
or thief—set up a most infernal
howl, and made frantic efforts to get
over the fence at me. I saw a light
turned on in the next house, and I
made up my mind to get into my
own castle without further delay.
But, for the life of me, I could not
put my hand on that pail again.
Twice I grabbed the broken hoop of
a dilapidated butter-firkin, thinking
I had my own property. Finally I

ded, by 113 over it, to
get my pail, which had been freed of
half its contents in the fall. I soon

Visions of my

scattered the remainder and dived .

for my own door.
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The Study of
The Seriptures

HOLINESS POPE

Mindful of the vigilance and - zeal
which We of all others are bound to
put forth for the proper custody of
the deposit of faith. We published
in 1893 the Encyclical letter ‘‘Pro-
videntissimus Deus,”” in which We
dilated upon many points concerning
the study of the Sacred Scripture.
The importaoce and utility of this
great subject demanded that We
should devote the utmost attention
in our power to this matter, now
especially when the progress of mod-
ern scholarship has opened the door
to so many new, and at times teme-
rarious questions. We, therefore, set
forth what all Catholics, and espe-
cially what those in sacred
might do in their respective spheres
on behali of these studies, and We
described minutely the mode and

orders,

manner in which these studies might
be advanced in harmony with the
present time. Nor was Our docu-
ment without fruit. It is pleasant
for Us to remember the many ex-
pressions -of obedience on the part
of bishops and other learned men
which followed that letter, in em-
phasizing the necessity and import-
ance of Our injunctions, and in pro-
mising their aid to have them put
And it is equally con-

into effect.
soling for Us to remember the ei-
forts made in this direction by Cath-
olics who gave themselves with en-
thusiasm to these studies.

But it is clear to Us that the
causes which impelled Us to write
that letter still exist and even in-
crease in urgency, and We have
thurcf‘ore resolved to urge Our pre-
vious instructions with still greater
force, commending the same again
and again to the zeal of Our Vener-
able Brothers of the Episcopate.
And in order that Our purpose
may be more easily and abundantly
realized, We have now determined
upon adding a new and authorita-
tive aid for this end. For, in view
of the complexity of modern studies
and the manifold errors which pre-
vail, it has become 1mpossime for
individual interpreters of the Sacred
Books to explain and defend them
as the needs of the hour require. It
has therefore become necessary that
their common studies should receive
assistance and direction under the
auspices and guidance of the Apos-
tolic See. We think this can be
done by adopting in this matter the
same plans We have followed in pro-
moting other studies. We are, then,
pleased “to establish a species of
Council or Commission, as it is
commonly called, of serious men,
whose duty it will be to devote their
entire energy to ensure that the Di-
vine words may receive that more
minute explanation of them demand-
ed by the time, and may be not on-
ly preserved free from all taint of
error, but even raised above rash
opinions. The fitting seat for such
a Council is Rome, under the very
eyes of the Supreme Pontiff himself,
that inasmuch as the City is the
mistress and guardian of Christian
wmdom, so the teaching of this ne-
cessary doctrine may flow from its
centre,  sound and  incorrupt,
throughout the whole body of the
Chrinlln rthuc. In order that

APOSTOLIC LETTER OF HIS
LEO XmI.,
APPOINTING THE COMMISSION
FOR. PROMOTING THE STUDY
OF THE SACRED SCRIPTURES.

great attention to philology, with
its . kindred sciences, and carefully
follow their developments, For im-
mediately attacks on the Scriptures
break out we must look for weapons
to prevent truth from going dewn
in the contest with error. So, too,
we must see to it that the study of
the ancient Oriental languages, and
the knowledge of the codices, ‘espe.
cially of the earliest codices, be not
held in less estimation by us than
by those who are not with us; for
both these branches are of great mo-
ment in the studies in question.

Next, with regard to the uncom-
promising maintenance of the au-
thority of the Scriptures, they must
exercise earnest care and diligence.
They must work especially to pre-
vent among Catholics the prevaence
of that objectionable mode of think-
ing and acting which attributes un-
due weight to the opinions of the
heterodox, almost as though the
true knowledge of Scripture were to
be sought principally in the show of
erudition made by those who do not
belong to us. For no Catholic can
have any doubt about the truth
which We have already dwelt wpon
at greater length, that God did not
deliver up the Scriptures to the pri-
vate judgment of doctors, but gave
them to be interpreted by the teach-
ing authority of the Church; “in
matters of faith and morals, relat-
ing to the formation of Christian
doctrine, that must be beld to be
the true sense of sacred Scripture
which has been and is held by Holy
Mother Church, to whom it belongs
to judge of the true sense and inter-
pretation of the Holy Scriptures ,
and so no one may lawfully inter-
prete Holy Scripture contrary to
this sense or even'in opposition to
the unanimous consensus of the Fa-
thers;”’* that the Divine Books are
of such a nature the laws of her-
meneutics no not avail to digpel the
religious obscurity in which they
are wrapped, but for this a guide
and teacher has been divinely given
in the Church; and, finally, that the
sense of Divine Scripture
found

legitimate
is not by any means to be
outside the Church, nor can it Lo
handed down by those who have 1e-
pudiated the Church’s teaching pow-
er and dauthority.

form the Council
have to be sedulous

The men who
will, therefore,
in the guardianship of those prinvi-
ples, and endeavor to win over ty

yersuasion all those who are prone
to an excessive admiration for the
heterodox, in order that they ma,
more studiously hear and obey the
true teacher, the Church And  ai-
though it has now become an estab-
lished Catholie practice to take iul-
vantage of the writings of others,
especially in criticism, this must he
done always with caution and a ji

dicious spirit. Our own workers wili,
with Our emphatic sanction, culti
vate the art of criticism as being ol
prime importance for the und.r-
standing of the opinion of hagio
graphers. We have no objection that
in this branch they make use of aid
furnished by the
must be on their
not to bhe led thereby to intemper
ance of judgment, for this is 7
quently the result of the sy
known as the higher criticism, tlc
dangerous temerity of which W
have more than once denounced,

heterodox They

guard, however,

In the third ]»]uco,b with regard to
that branch of the study
concerned with the exposition of the

direeily

Scriptures, seeing that this is a sub-
juect of the greatest utility ior the
faithful, the Council will have o Gy
vote special care to it. 1t is naidly

sary to say that in texts, the

nece
sense of which has been determined
either by the sacred authors or Fas
been authentically declared by the
Church, men must be convineod that
this is the only interpretation that
can be approved according to sound
hermeneutics. On the other hand,
there are quite a number of tv¢xis cn
which there has hitherto been wiven
no certain and definite exposition by
the Church, and here private doctors
may follow and defend that opimor
which seems to them individually to
be the most reasonable, but in these
cases the analogy of faith, and Cath-
olic teaching are to be follow:d as
a guiding principle. When thé ques-
tions of this kind come under . djs-
cussion great care must be taien not
to allow the heat of argument 1o
outstep the hounds of Christian
charity, and the revealed truths and
divine traditions themselves to gecem
to be made a matter of doubt. For
it would be idle to hope for great
results from the divers studies of
many individuals without a rertain

30 the

inciple of ag and the frank

Wherefore it will alsy mrn\ o

’m tion of fundamental prinei- | o

ment what is to be inviolalbly letd
by Catholics, what is to Le veserved
for further investigation, and what
is to be left to the judgment of pri-
vate individuals,

We therefore by these letfors insti-
tute in this “‘alma Urbs’’ a Council
or Commission for promoting the
study of the Sacred Scriprures uc-
cording to the laws above defined,
in the hope that it may conduce to
the preservation or Christinn truth.
It is Our wish that this ouncil ha
composed of a number of the Cardi-
nals of the Holy Roman Charch to
be named by Our authority, and it
is Our intention to add to these
with the title and oftice of “*Con-
sultors,”” as in other sacred
cils, a number of distinguished men
of different nationatities, notel  for
their sacred, and especially Ti:blical
knowledge. It will be the task of
this Council to hold regular imeet-
ings, to publish reports eicher on

Coun-

certain days or as opportunity may
require, to reply to those who may
ask its opinion, and finally 15 pro-

fense and the increase of those stud-
ies in question. It is Our wizh, too,
that all matters treated by the
Council in general be referced to the
Pontiff by that one of the Consuli-
ors whom the Pontiff shall have np-
pointed for this purpose.

In order to afford a timely aid
for these labors in common. We have
now set apart a certain portion of
Our Vatican Library; and We shull
gee to it shortly that a large colice-
tion of codices and volumes dealing
with Biblical subjects be here placed
so as to be at hand for consulva-
tion. To carry out this ylwm it
would be very desirable that Cath-
olics of means should render thar
assistance by contributing funds or
by forwarding useful books—so do-
ing they will be co-operating by
service with God, the \uthor
Scriptures, and with the

timely

of the

Church.
We have, indeed, full confidence
that this undertaking of Ours, inas-
mulh as it concerns the preservation
of the faith and the eternal
tion of souls, will be abundantly
favored by the Divine goodness, and
that through it all Catholics who
have devoted themselves the the
Sacred Books will respond with full
and unlimited obedience to these pre-

saiva-

seriptions of the Apostolic See.

All the provisions that it  has
seemed good to Us to make in this
matter, We hereby ordain and decree
to have the full force of statutes and
decrees, all other provisions to the

contrary notwithstanding.

C
der the Ring of the Fisherman, on
October 30, in the year 1902, the
twenty-fifth of Our Pontificate.

A. CARD. MACCHS.

Peter's, un
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The Temperance Cause in Ireland

Amidst all the causes for discour-
agement which present themselves on
a review of the condition of Ireland
—the constant drain of emigrafion,
the Govermment oppression, and the
sufferings of the poor—there is a
prospect of an Ireland free from the
blight of intemperance. The total ab-
stinence movement is steadily mak-
ing headway, and it is bound to pro-
gress still more rapidly for the most
representative men in the country
are now lending to it their influence
in incteasing volume, Last week at
a temperance meeting in Wexford
Town Hall the Bishop, the Mayor,
and the Protestant, Archdeacon were
present and seven hundred persons,
being unable to get in for want of
room, were turned from the doors,
Another meeting was held at Water~
ford and was attended by the Bish-
op, Most Rev. Dr. Shechan, the High
Sheriff, thirty Catholic priests, ‘the
clergy of the Protestant Episcopal
Church, and Non-conformist jumise’
ters. ' A similar union of hearts was
exhibited at a great meeting in
Sligo favored by the presence  of
Bishop Clancy and the Mayor, and
Dublin has honored itself recently by
quite o number of large gatherings
held for the purpose of promoting

and aid which the temperunce move-
ment is receiving from bishops,
priests, and people mny well gla¢
den ghe hearts ,ol all its supporters,

that'it will afford the Apostolic See
time to declare at the proper mo-

mote in every way possible the de- -

the temperance cause. "'ho sympathy .




