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aware of the existence in their country of 
black brood or what is now known as 
European foul brood. Possibly this dis­
ease has been there all along ; admitting 
which one would be compelled to apply 
the same statement to this continent. 
Here, however, it exists as an epidemic, 
whereas English bee-keepers maintain 
that in England it does not exist in the 
epidemic form. This may clear the ground 
somewhat.

As regards Mr. Root’s assumption that 
the so-called European foul brood may 
possibly be “the common brood disease 
in Great Britain," I may, perhaps, be 
permitted to state that I ain only too well 
acquainted with that disease, and look 
upon the American editor’s assumption 
as grotesque. In fact, unless Mr. Root 
is in possession of some better and more 
precise information as to the origin of 
the common brood disease in Great Brit­
ain than is the English bee-keeper I fail 
to understand what has led him to mak­
ing the statement I have quoted. For 
the symptoms of bee-diseases are detailed 
most clearly in the standard English api- 
cultural works, and also in the British 
Bee Journal from time to time, and it is 
difficult to imagine how a mistake in 
diagnosis could be made by anybody hav- 
ing access to these works.

From the following extracts the reader 
will be able to judge as to whether the 
"common brood disease of Great Britain’’ 
is the American foul brood or European 
foul brood. Cheshire (I amquoting now 
from my note book and cannot give page) 
after describing the initial stages, de­
scribes the disease as follows : “The color 
strengthens to a pale brown, whilst the 
skin becomes flaccid and opaque ; death 
soon occurs, when the body, shrunken by 
evaporation, lies on the lower side of the 
cell, becoming progressively darker, until 
it almost assumes the color of coffee ; de- 
siccation continuing, in a few days noth­
ing more than a flattish, black scale re­
mains. In an infested stock, these can be

seen in number by looking over the tomb 
having its upper edge towards the face of 
the observer.

“Should the larva escape contamina­
tion until near the period of pupaliood it 
is sealed over in the normal way * * ' 
and before very long the capping or smil­
ing sinks, becoming concave, and in it 
punctures of an irregular character ap­
pear; which is nearly a conclusive ign 
of the diseased condition of the colony.

“A peculiar foul and extremely char­
acteristic odor now escapes from tlm dis­
eased comb. This is difficult to des.. ibe, 
but it reminds me of offensive glue * • \ 
Should any attempt be made at removing 
a dead larva which has assumed the 
coffee colored stage, the remains tena­
ciously adhering to the cell wall, will 
stretch out into long and thin strings, 
somewhat like half-dried glue * *

"Taking a speck of the tenacious, col 
fe*- colored matter and placing it upon a 
glass slip, adding water and then a 
cover-glass, and making an examination 
by a one-half inch objective, or any 
higher power, we find it to contain ciunt- 
less swarms of very minute bodies," etc, 
etc.

The foregoing passages correctly de­
scribe foul brood as it occurs in England.

Mr. Cowan in his "British Bee-he,-nets' 
Guide Book" mentions a “mild type of 
disease,” in which there is no bad ccor, 
the other symptoms being similar, al­
though more of the larvæ die still un­
sealed, while they are curled up at the 
bottom of the cell, rotting and drying up 
to a dark-greyish crust which is easily 
removed. Whether or not this is Euro­
pean foul brood, I am not prepared !« 
say. Mr. Cowan when he wrote the 
account of this “mild form, was cer linlv 
acquainted with black brood, which in 
fact is subsequently described in the 
“Guide Book.” He refers to it as fol­
lows : “This disease has only recently 
made its appearance in this country, and 
a casual observer might no doubt mist.ike
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