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that luuk Ilk* brass all till* might > 
■weep of vision Is saved from weariness 
h.v things that are near and different. 
Far-off horizons suddenly draw near 
Monotony Is an evil and the source of 
life's unreal. That which bn ak* the 
even tenor is always a blessing.

•»U never forget how that once 
I w ah varied by the on an Itself. He- 
iieatli me were Its fathomless depths. 
Above me a cloudless dome of blue, 
unbroken only when the stars stole out 
to keep their xigils To r«y right and 
to my left, stretched a weary 
whose distant rim seemed all 
touch tlie *k>. A dead calm Is always 
un hi arable. In the grip of the storm 
the ocean Is sublime. There's a charm 
in the wild witchery of the waves. The 
whispering winds tell their story. The 
pounding sea throbs on. We listen to 
the restl<
thrills us in Its effort to break away 
from eternal confinement. Sometimes, 
in the distance, fronded heights lift 
their heads from the depths below. It 
Is restful to mark tlu* headlands that 
fret the tides as the 
Vision never tires > 
crested waves as 
gleam. We love to ~ 
plumed squadrons < 
ways is. At last, that which serves to 
break the monotony of life Is always a 
blessing. It may be the tempest it 
may be the storm; no matter which.

The life of faith has its long level 
stretches. Because there are valleys, 
there are the high and holy hills. I^mg 
distances are gone over in the cart lily 
pilgrimage. These plains would always 
In- desolate were it led that here and 
there are the heights that loom into

Faith's broad « 
mon stretches, 
border along earth's low-grounds. Here 
the air is laden with the deadly miasma 
that rises from the bogs not far away. 
Thank (lod! Beyond us are the hills. 
These are the altitudes where the air 
Is pure and I rag rant. These are not 
the common places.

Right In he midst of life's toilsome 
journey, we come to fastnesses among 
whose heigh s we can shut out the 
world's loud roar. The years of wan­
dering in the desert are forgotten when 
we reach the crest of some radiant Ne- 
bo. Sinai's wilderness Is lost to view 
when we sit down on some l'isgah's 
height. Into such experiences (lod 
sometimes suddenly lifts us. We shall 
not always abide in the valley. From 
these enrapturing summits we survey, 
with unrestricted vision, the land of 
promise. The outlook cannot be hud In 
the vales that are so long and deep. 
The very hills restrict our vision and 
we cannot see beyond. Only from the 
hilltops comes the over-expanding 
vision. The higher the summits the 
more distant the horlxon.

LESSONS FROM JOHN'S GOSPEL.*
By I tolicrt K. Speer.

We believe in the deity of Christ on 
That is one

opportunity comes to us all, and Is
satisfai tor> evidence, 
lesson of this (JuMpci of John, 
was for tlie pur 

Ideiive, •

therefore of interest to us all. 
lives are In this, as in other respects, 
more richly endowed than others, but 
no life Is entirely destitute. LI tel 
the word refers to w hut Is just oppo­
site the harbor, and suggests the ves­
sel coming in from the deep sea. For 
a long time 
otonous and uncertain way, but now 
the object ol her voyage is near. The 
harbor entrance is sighted, and 
within Its peavful shelter, lies 
with its wharves and storehouses. Huc- 
« css is not quite attained, but the wax 
to it seems clear and open The dif­
ficulties and uncertainties of the voy­
age arc practically past.

It
rpose of setting forth 
with a view tohI

during such belief, that the Ouspel was 
wrltti.. «John 2H .10, Sly 
who doubted haw Is-en converted and 
convinced as thvx read In tills <1os|m>|. 
Louis I tar

Manx men

she has been on her inon-
thr founder of tlie I |. i -

«Mission XX ||„ roll X cited thusin a i sbi.rg
Jesus Christ is mole than any 

describing him can Inuh ate to 
metaphor after metaphor lie present* 
himself hut each otic only bints at his

lie

yonder, 
the city

Language has to be broken 
n to let In the real meanings which 
'•aine to give to It. so .hat It might 

preserxc them for nth is and carry 
th'-m throughout the world Consider 
his claim. I am the light of the 
world ” * I am the wax . and the
truth, and the life." "If anv man 
thirst, let him come 
«It ink."

•ss sighing* of the ocean ItIn life, to carry out the ligure, we 
may say 
a harbor, 
monotony
we shall surely lilt up 
see the harbor straight 
deed we shall probably 
sight of many porta, and 
wisely choose to 
we have more Important business to 
transact farther on.

I that we cruise before nut ny
be seasons of 

ty, but one day 
our eyes and 

before us. In­
come within

There may 
and uncertain

unto me and 
None of these words define 

Christ lie cannot be confined In 
set of words

come and go. 
watching tlie 

they dance and 
Xe oil the thlck- 

. So It al-

ey
of lie Is Cod In the flesh 

John's (lospel shows him to lie that 
We learn from him here the lesson 

of the loftiness of lowly service. tin 
the last evening, we read that Jean * 
"knowing that the Father had given all 
things Into his hands, and that he 
came forth from (lod, and goeth unto 
t lod, riselli from supper, and lax et u 
aside his garments; and lie took 
towel, and girded himself " |n the 
full realization of Ills divine character, 
his origin and bis destiny, lie n«*. 
and stooped and served. So we see that 
tlie life of Hod Is the serving life, (ho 
life of love and care. That is a leg- 

above all others. if our Lord 
and ilod considered this to tie life, when 
ahull we begin to live**

The Iiospel of John records for us the 
new commandment of Jesus, lie gavo 
few commandments, lie was ever re­
vealing principles. But this one prin­
ciple lie put In the form of a command 
ment amt lie told them it xxas new 
"Isive " But was that new7 The Old 
Testament had ever hidden men to 
love. Yes, but this was a new love 
The old love had Is-en "as yourselt " 
The new loxe was to lie •‘better than

perhaps will 
pass some by, since

o g a 
of the

Life is prodigal of her gifts in every 
department. For the one plant or ani­
mal that eurvlv 
thousands are 
The do veto, 
must comi
many. Ho with opportunity, 
tempt to preserve and peris- 
opportunity Is to lose all If 
cr on a Journey attempts to follow, 
even for a little, every way 
into his, lie will never get 
the vessel having any special mission, 
attempts to enter Into every 
the special business will surely suffer.

There are, therefore, many op|sirtun- 
Itles that must be neglected by the life 

This Is only

the hundreds or 
cd into existence.cull

pment and maturity of 
■ through the sacrifice of 

To ut- 
tuat*- every
the travel-

t hat il! If

-xpericitec has Its com- 
Tht are plains thatharbor,

(

that would succeed, 
other ay of saying that our way must 
be purposely narrowed and pent-up. 
leaving out of account the thousand 
ways of death, which open from the 
llfe-oourse of every person, there are 
countless ways leading to desirable 
ends which certain person* with proprie­
ty may pursue which must be sedulously 
shunned by us. A successful merchant 
remarked, that In all his business ca­
reer, In his ventures outside, he had 
never made a dollar to the good. The 
ventures were all legitimate and most 
of them had eventually brought gain 
to some one. but tie had been foolish 
to meddle with them. Kxperleiice teach­
es the wise man, that there are plenty 
of opiwrtunltle* of making money to 
which he must purposely he blind. And 

th holds In every depart-

yourself." Now men were to love with 
a love like Christ's, unselfish, evei 
lasting, and only by such love would 
men accredit theinselxes as his disci­
ples and subdue tlie world, 
loving any one with such love? It was 
to lie no rare and exceptional thing 
All Christians were thus to love.

Here we see Jesus praying 
prayers elsewhere are just bit 
here we have a great, full prayer It 
Is In the seventeenth chapter. It 
gins "Father" and It nowhere addresses 
Hod otherwise. Indeed, Jesus always 
addressed Hod thus "Father." Win

the same tru 
ment of life.

But If many opisirtunitii-s must lie 
neglected, some must be embraced. We 
must learn to recognise our suitable 

them to

do we not always 
that we often begin our prayer 
chill of the divine attributes Ini 
In the warmth of a Father's love. And 
In the

do so? Instead of

Home day, thank Hod. we shall rnnw 
to heights so lofty that there will bo 
no more horizon—we shall find the un- 
dimmed vision. Hod will Invite us to 
rit down In faith's awful altitudes. 
Life's horizon will fade 
mountains will flame with 
very air will be 
sonied and the 
enlarged sight will survey 
realms. We shall find < 
company with all our loved and lost In 
the years gone by. The holy hush will 

n's song.

to one vast symphony. And 
I see that far down the

opportunities and to Improve 
the fullest extent.

Paul says, "As we have therefore op­
portunity, let us do good unto all men." 
In connection with every op|Mirtunlty, 
there Is the possibility of doing good. 
Ho not act as though the admonlt 
were, "As we have therefore oppor­
tunity, let us secure our own advantage 

friends."

stead of

prayer observe bow little Jesus 
for himself and bow much for 

others. There Is just one iietltlon for 
himself. In verse I. repeated In verse 
5. All the othei requests are for 
others, for his disciples and for those 
who were to believe.

John saw wliat is seen only by the 
of love. The world and life and 
are all different to the 

We need t

-the 
The

populous with the ran- 
blood-washed. Faith's 

undreamed 
ourselves In

lie'll"1

In favors or benefits for our 
The Christian Ideal Is the unselfish 
Ideal,—alw 
what any

• lod
love and faith, 
which pierces beyond the outer shell 
and discerns the Inward reality, 
we shall find love, and life, and 
everywhere.

xt
There is no limit to 

us may accomplish if we 
take the aisistle's words as our motto. 

Ottawa.

Of I
C.X

heyears gone ny. i ne not y I 
be broken only by redemptlo
The very discords of life will hey <

of Hod lies all our richer Inheritance.

Hod
ALTITUDES OF FAITH.

By J. Marvin Nichols. DAILY BIBLE READINGS.
Mon. Life and light (John I 1-13) 

Tues.—How Jesus found flic (John 
I; 40-51).

Wed.—Heavefily things (John 3:12, 
13. 18-21.)

Tliurs.—The living Fount (John 4: 10. 
14: 7:37).

Frl.—The living Bread (John 8:52-59.)
pledge of life. (John 20:

Thank God for these holy heights! 
They do no' lead hack to the valleys 
whence we âfoie. They lead out upon 
the high p atiaus and bring us again 
to heights yet far more lofty. In life's 
pilgrimage there are vast and tire­
some stretches. Home sweet da 
shall be lost amid the hills of

"To faith's enlightened sight,
All the mountains flame with light; 

Hell is nigh—but Clod Is Higher, 
'Circling us with hosts of fire."

Oh, yes—It Is a pilgrimage- but from 
faith to faith, from glory to glory. 
Home day the altitudes will be so high 
that the tumult of earth will never 
reach us. The Jars and Jargon of the 
earth will be swallowed up In 
sic of the spheres.

The eye would suffer pain were It 
that It looks upon one vast panorama. 
Vision Is restful because of It 
changing view, 
expanse, 
prairies
wastes and fruitful fields, clouds big
with refreshing showers and the shies

Hat -The
It Is not one weary 1-18.)

Heights and valleys, 
and wooded hills. •Y. P. Topic—Sunday, July 11. 1909 

Life Lessons for me from the Gospel 
of John. (John 14: t-1.)


