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Recently thers wae an impressive scei.» 
in the Abbey of Iona, where the Colum
bian miseionariee were ordained and 
whence such beneficent influence# went 
forth. About forty children of the is
land represented the countries in which 
the two Scottish churches have mHlone, 
each one being dreeeed in the costume 
of the country represented. As the mie- 
elone, arranged in alphabetical order, 
were called, the representative of the 
country responded by a eong or a verse. 
The presentation was realistic and made 
a deep impression in favor of-mission
ary work and service.

NOTE AND COMMENT The world's supply of rubber has been 
largely obtained from Brasil, where the 
sap ie taken from natural forest trees. 
It ie evident that other sources of sup
ply must be looked for with the enor- 
moue demand and wastes connected 
with the use of rubber for tires. Con
tribution* of raw rubber now come from 
Australia, Java, fiumatra, Borneo, Cey
lon, Congo Free State, and other parts 
of Africa.

A revival of religion appears to be 
going on in Roumanie, the spiritual 
state of which hae been very lamentable. 
A deputy hae given $1,000 for the publi
cation of a cheap edition of the Bible. 
A political newspaper eaye that the Bible 
ia what the Roumanian people need.

An experiment in connection with the 
Aleeko-Yukon-Paciflc Exposition, in Se
attle, next ,vAT, will be watched with 
more than usual interest. For the first 
time in the llstory of expositions, the 
•ale of int electing liquor» on the 
ground» or n u them will be absolutely 
prohibited.

Great Britain is disturbed by the great 
numbers of the unemployed. There are 
said to be 22,000 men out of work at 
Birmingham, 14,000 at Liverpool, 8.000 at 
Glasgow, 13,000 at Sunderland, 10,000 at 
Manchester and from one to five thou
sand In many other cities.

Instead of » system of old-age pensions 
the French gover ment hae started a 
scheme for providing aged people who 
may need them with half-acre homee. 
The plote of ground are not given them, 
but sold on terms that can be easily 
met; and if the purohaeer hae no money 
the government will let him have it at 
two per cent In every caee the purchas
er muet agree to cultivate the land.

In China there are 186 oiseionary hos
pitals and 241 dispensaries, a toted of 
407 medical mission Institutions.
1906, 1,044,948 patienta were treated, of 
whom 35,301 were oared fof in the hos
pital wards. The others were out-pat
ients. The sum of $245,000, Mexican, the 
coin used out there, was expended dur 
ing 1906 in carrying on this work, and 
206,000 of it Mexican, was contributed 
In China Of the physicians 300 are 
fully qualified foreign physicians. They 
have 6,000 native assistants, Including 
some 560 studente. The first medical 
it.if■ ion hospital in China was opened 
October 26. 1834.

In

A pastor wu complaining about the 
way he felt on Monday. He said : "Sun
day completely wore me out I had a 
funeral at 9 o'clock, and then came the 
Sunday school and two preaching set 
vioee." We submit that four services 
in one day are too many for any one 
man. Why will peop.e have funerals on 
Sunday! It i»hot fair to the preacher, 
to say nothing of other legitimate ob
jections that might be urged against the 
practice.

Mexico ie feeling the effect* of the 
temoerance movement on the continent 
of Birth America. Mexico City ie now 
restricting the sale of liquor by the en- 
foroemt nt of new lawe. the license fee 
baa bjen increased and the eale of in- 
toxioants to minors ie prohibited. Mr. Rudyard Kipling's platform ap

pearances are rare, but he is a capital 
speaker when he happens to be in the 
mood, which is but rarely. Once he fig
ured successfully as a preacher. He wad 
crossing the Pacific 
lmcr when a seaman 
dow and a large family. On the" ship's 
notice-board next day there appeared 
the announcement—"9 p.m.—Sermon by 
a Layman.” At the appointed time a 
curious crowd discovered Kip.ing stand
ing on an Improvised platform, from 
which he preached a fifteen-minuted' 
sermon. How eloquent it was may be 
gathered from the result—a collection of 
over $350 from a congregation of less 
than two hundred.

The plan introduced by Dr. Campbell 
Morgan at Westminster, a course of lec
ture* on Saturday night for persons per
plexed by the problems of religion in 
these daye, hae proved a eucceee. The 
average attendance has been about 1,200 
end that, too, on Saturday night in the 
height of a London summer.

The Preebyterian Church of Wale» 
held a conference at Oolwyn Bay on the
ology. They re affirmed the old ortho
dox view* as to the Incarnation, the At 
onement, the transcendence, ae well a» 
immanence of God. Bev. H. T. Cousins, 
chairman of the Englieh section of the 
Free Church Council at Colwyn Bay, in 
welcoming the conference, eaid that it 
wae the Free Nonconformist Churches of 
the land, end not the Btate-eetabliehed 
Protestant Church, which constituted 
today the real bulwark of Protestantism.
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The police authorities of Japan have 
forbidden the circulation of the works of 
Zola, which have been translated into 
Japanese. The Japanese are teaching us 
a lesson in morale, Immoral as they are. 
Incidentally, they are showing the ad
vantage of a press censorship.

The Supreme Court of the State of 
has made an important decision 
effect that no periodical in the 

State can publish advertisements of liq
uors even of dealers outside the State. 
The case has been pending about *ix 
years, and it is at last decided that ad
vertisements must conform to the intent 
of the prohibition law.

The Methodiet petition to the British 
Parliament in favor of the Liceneing Bill 
contained 610,000 signatures. The sheete 

gummed together, making a roll 
nine miles long and weighing half a 
ton. It ie eaid to be the largest parlia
mentary petition ever presented by Wes
leyan*. It bore more names than any 
petition presented by the saloon Inter
ests.

The distillers of the State of Tennessee 
are in a panic over the outlook for pro
hibition. It has been given ont that 
the gin mills have done no distilling for 
about six months, and that none will be 
done until after January next, when the 
Legislature is to meet; and that prob* 
ablv means that no more distilling will 

, for
It Ij confidently asserted that the next 
Legislature will abolish both the sale 
•ad the manufacture of intoxicating liq
uors In the entire territory of the com
monwealth. Surely there will be no more 
talk in Tennessee that "Prohibition dose 
not prohibit." We rather think if 1* gets 
e chance it prohibits most effectually.

According to Profeseor Irving Fieher, 
of Yale, tuberculosis numbers 138,000 
victime every year in the United Statee, 
and entaile a money love on the country 
of a billion dollars, and yet a physician 
of Philadelphia expresses hie belief that 
consumption will disappear ae utterly ae 
smallpox within fifteen years. He ie 
doubtless altogether too sanguine. Nev
ertheless, much hie been learned in re
cent times in regard to the dkeaee ; hœ- 
pita le for consumptives are multiplying, 
and the treatment of patiente ie every
where better.

Word comes from Manitoba that the 
temperance forces from that part of Can
ada will in all probability win a sweep
ing victory next December. The senti
ment in favor of the abolition of the 
bar is very strong in Manitoba, and as a 
result of the act passed last spring#by 
the Legis.ature a very large number* i«t 
municipalities will vote on local option, 
or the "local veto," as it is called out 
there. The bar hai already been abol
ished in nineteen or twenty municipali
ties, and the prospect is very good for 
the carrying of the local veto cote in at 
least half of the remaining 101 munici
palities. That would mean that there 
■would be prohibition in seventy out of 
120 municipalities.

Maine 
to \he

King Edward, the Duke and Duchess 
of Connaught, and the Prince and Prin
cess of Wales were present at the ser
vice In Crathie Parish Church on a re
cent Sunday morning, 
congregation was greatly augmented by 
a large number of visitors, who com
merced to arrive at the church shortly 
after eleven, but who were not allowed 
to enter until the parishioners had se 
cured their seats. The Rev. 8. J. Ram
say SLbbald, B.D., minister of the par
ish. and Cbaplain-lnX)rd1nary to tire 
King, conducted the devotional portion 
of the service, and the sermon was 
preached by Dr. Cameron Leee, Dean of 
the Order of the Thistle and of the 
Chapel Royal, and Chaplain in-Ordlnary 
to the King. Dr. Lees and Mr. Sibbald 
had the honor of being invited to dine 
with the King at Balmoral Castle on 
Sunday evening. The late Queen Vic
toria not only worshipped at Crathie 
Church, but greatly enjoyed the Pres
byterian Communion service there.

The ordinary

The late Bishop William Taylor nar
rated the following: saw a woman
who had been accused of witchcraft, and 
condemned to death by ferocious ants. 
She wae bound to an anthil,—often ten 
to fifteen feet high—and kept there all 
day. The cries of her infant were such 
ae to cause her release at night. The vic
tim usually dies in two days, but this 
woman was bound and tortured for five 
days, and then driven away because 
'she was too hard to kill.* She crawled 
in a terrible condition to the mission 
station, and the missionary told me she 
wae the most pitiful sight he 
held. After careful nursing for months 
she recovered, and this woman, so ter
ribly scarred and disfigured, was cou
ve rted at my services.”
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