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NOTE AND COMMENT.

The reformed people of Germany are
discussing  how they shall honor .John
Calvin on the four hundredth anniversary
of his birth in 17

",
ireat Brityin i< rushing troops to Beypt
in view of Turkey's action in holding the
Sinai peninsula contrary to her protest,
The unveiling of an heroie statue
John Nicholon before the Caslimere
of Delhi is a ik
tribute to one of the world’s most gallant
soldiers, and to one of the greatest figures
of the Mutiny,

Opposition is growing in  Germany
against the present system of education,
which gives so much time to the learning
of dead languages, Tt is argued that the
game it not worth the candle, except
for those who intend to teach languages.

A Catholie prest, a Jewish Rabhi and
representatives  of  six  Protestant  de-
nominations united at a meeting last week
in New York to plead for a more thor-
ough religious education of children, The
movement had its inception at the mter-
church conference last fall,

The gold output of the Transvaal for
March amounted to H43,72% ozs., of a
total value of 1,884,815, pounds sterling,
heing an increase of 36,055 ozs. in weight
and 153,151 pounds sterling, in value as
compared with February, and constituting
a record,

The distribution  of active voleanoes,
of which there are hetween three and four
hundred now in existence, deserves study.
They are found in greatest number on
the shores of the Macific ocean, where
more than half of the now active volea-
noes ave sitmated. As a rule they are
situated in the neighborhood of the sea,
or of some considerable cheet of water,

The municipal anthorities at St. Gall,
Switzerland, have passed a by-law nrohi-
hiting smoking hy minors. The nenalty is
five francs for the smokers and for anv
person  furnishing boys tobacco in anv
form. Tnformers are also to receive a re-
ward of five franes, The object of the
law is to stamp out smoking among school-
bovs, which has recently increased to an
alatming extent,

Prof. W, J. Pike, Professor of Tatin
at Queen's TUlniversity for five vears, is
to retire owing to ill-health. e has been
confined to his house since last  fall.
Queen’s trustees pa’d the nast vear's sl-
ary and will give a retiring allowance
for five vears if he is unable to fmlfl
other duties, Prof. Pike iz from Cam-
bridge, Tng. The Tatin chair will be
filled for the opening of nest session,

Dr. Alex. Robertson, the Scottish min-
ister who so ably represents the Kstah-
lished Church of Secotland at Venice, and
who recently received as a speeial mark
of honor from the King of Ttaly the
rank of* Cavaliere, has heen the recipient
of a further flattering mark of his Ttalan
Majesty’s favor in the shane of an anto-
graph portrait of King Vietor Emman-
nel 111,

.
An Indian agent at Norway ouse re-

ports that the redion around the upper
waters of Lake Winnipeg is very rich in
mineral and will one day become the
entre of a great mining industry. Can-
ada, apparently, is in the verv embarrass-
ing condition of not being able to form
any idea of how much she is worth. Fyvery
day brings discovery of unexpected re-
gources,
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The Preshyterian Church, along with
other churches, has suffered great losses
in 8an  Francisco and  vicinity. The
Christian work of 56 vears has been, in
many instances, destroyed, Tt will take
some time for Preshyterian interesi< to
recover from the devastation,

Pope Pius is said to be greatly dis
tressed hecause he cannot visit the scene
of the Vesuviug eruption and condole
with the sufferers therefrom. This most
human of all recent Popes is finding it
somewhat difficult not to hreak away from
that ancient ardl worn-out ‘prisoner of the
Vatican™ fiction and act a< the ordinary
common-gense individual would. 1f e
is tempted overmuch he may do it vet,

The union movement among the three
smaller Methodist hodies in ind, the

wo Connexion, the Bibl Christians,
and the United Methodists, is progressine
without a hiteh. At a meeting of the
Joint Committee, jnst held  in London,
there was not a divided vote on any one
of the numerons questions that eame up
for settlement in connection  with the
working ont of the details of the plan.
Tt is thought now, saye the Christian
Guardian, that union wil] he consumma
ted in 1007,

The Catholie Record, of Tondon, pro
fesses to await with greay earerness onr
reply to the question as fo ny hy so many
Protestant parents send their hoys and
girls to the convent schools.  The Chris-
tian Guardian’s answer is riven in just
two  words—“They don't.” We have
known of a very few instances of ths
being done, hut we do not suppose that
the reason once was that the parents had
the idea that euch schools were hetter
for the moral anq spiritual elopment
of the child. Tt is on this gr vnd that
our Roman Catholie friends clyim that
their sehools are superior, but the elaim
has lacked substantiation up to the pre-
sent,

—_—

Rooker Washington telle a story of he-
ing e:lled upn to settle a d spute Letween
a_colored preacher and his congregation.
They had refused to nay their pastor, and
Mr. Washington had heen hronght in to
tre and areve them into a more liberal
frame of mind. As he talked an aged
brother in tha hack of the church  kept
repeating. “We ain't gwine to pav, we
ain't ewine to pay ‘im.” After being
inferrinted several times, Mr, W ing-
ton asked the old man why he objected
to vaving the preacher,  “Recanse we
paid im foah dem same sermons las’
vear” wae the replv. We do not say
that this story has any apnlication out-
side a negro community, but it might
have,

The statistical returns of the German
universities, iust published, eontain some
rather startline facts in regard to the
decline of the number of Protestant stu-
dents in thealogvl, Mwenty veans agn
there were 2610 students studving theo-
Togv in the different yniversitios of the
emnire: tadav there are only 993, The
decline has heen a steady one thronghout
these vears, and it aprears in a still worse
licht when we remenher that the increase
in the number of all other classos of sty-
dents has more than kent nace with the
merease in nopnlation. The number of
Roman Catholie students in theoloey also
shaws a healthy inerense, T« it the ratin-
alism of the German school that is chill-
ine the ardar of the yonng men fpr the
work of the Christian ministre?  ‘There
does not seem  to he any more likely
reason to hand,
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Popular edueation and Bible study in
India have broken down the adoration
formerly paid to the priests, and many
of them are taking to secular callings,

A London despateh savs:  Tn expos-
ing a spir tualistic  pretender during a
‘seance’ at Bavswater, D, Wallace dis-

covered a secret recess in whicl were
stored these articles used in imposing
upon the eredulons: A collapsible dummy
head, made of pink stockinet, with fHlesh
colored mask (with pieces of stockinet
gummed over the eve-holes: the
stockinet vrobahly was nsed to renresent
the shrunken <kin at the neek): s'x pieces
of fine white China silk, containing in
all thirteen vards: two picces of fine
black cloth (doubtless wsed in the ®o-
called dematerializations): three heards of
varions shades, two wigs, one white and
one grev: an extend ng meta) coat-haneer
for suspending drapery to represent the
second form, with an iron hook on which
to hang the form: a small flash eloctrie
lamp with fonr vards of wire with switeh,
which conld he el when the medium was
awav from the cabinet to produce so-call
ed light< within and

Toose

1 hot of scent.

The correspondent of a contemporary
recalls a remarkable propheey hy Rohert
Tonis Stevenson, Tn an account on Nan
Francisco the novelist wrote as follows:
“Thus in the course of a generation only
this city and its suburbs have arisen.
Men are alive hy the score mwho  have
hunted all over the foundations in
dreary waste, hut T wonder what en-
chantment of the Arabian Nights can
have eaualled this evoeation of a roar-
ing citv in a few vears of a man's hfe
from the marshes and the hlowing sand
Such  swifiness of inerease, as with an
overgrown vouth, suggests eorrespond
ing swiftne destruction, We are in
early gealogical enochs changeful and n-
seenre, and we feel, as with a seniptor's
model, that the author may vet grow
weary of and shatter the rough sketch.”

—

Ry way of unwelcome and most wun-
pleasant contrast with the heavy run of
statistics showing to the advantage of
Manitoba, this Provinee, says the Mani-
toba Free Press, heads the list for con-
victions for drunkenness in the annual
hook of eriminal statistios which  has
jnst heen issned at Ottawa covering the
vear 1%, This is the most helated ot
the Blue hoolis, Tn Manitoba the number

onvictions for drunkenness in 19014

wias D ver 1.000 of (he population, as
agair 07 the » hefore: in British
h o nst. 6.6%; in Nova

New Brune-
wick, 501 as in the Terri-
tories, 4.9 a¢ aminst 5.00: in Prince
Fdward T<hind, 2.84 as agiinst 2,68 in
Ontari as agninst 2.80: in Quebee,
224 as agninst 1.80. Manitoha not only
heads the list, Tt shows a marked in-
crease over the record of the vear hefore,

Lutheran Ohserver: How insignificant
the calming of a few yards of troubled
water by pouring oil on the sea, when we
think of the Master's “peace be still!”
and the winds and the waves obeved him.
How slieht the triumphs of medieal skill
compared to the word and the tonch that
wave healing and sicht! How trivial the
wireless telegmnh, the telephone, the mie-
roscone, the telescope. as over against the
power of him who hears the whispered
nraver, who sees the inmost thoneht.
When we think of these things the Psalm-
ist’s onerv. “What is man that thon art
mindfnl of him” comes to mind, and our
vain-glory and self-sufficiency fall away.




