sembles it. Only along one side of the
horizon can a line of trees be seen.
Everywhere else the lake looks like a
great dow; pletely d" by
reeds, gnc and many kinds of water
weeds. Beautiful white pond-lilies are
seen over this meadow-lake all about
us; several days we gathered ‘large
houquets of them as we passed.
“The boats used by “the natives on
this  lake ~ are simply the hollowed-
out 'trunks of palfyra trees. A man
will &nd upright in one of these roll-
ing gs (always barefoot, of course,
as all the natives in South India go),
and in gpite of ‘the obstruction of
rashes and weeds, will, with his long
bamboo pole, send able 3

It happens to lie within the territory
of what, in our mission books, is
called the Akidu “field.” Thus it is
part of the duty and privilege of the
Akidu missionaries to tour these vil-
lages,  This is ible only in the
rainy season, and only when there is
sufficient rainfall  to meake a lake to
float the boats. In some of the most
isolated of the villages the visits of
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schoolhouse; and where such is the
case, a native man is stationed: there,
supported by the mission, to teach the
little school and econduet the service.
These teachers, none of them more than
the second gemeration out from heath-
enism, none of them very old in either
years or experience, surrounded by all
the evil and temptation of a hiathen
village, with no help. st bhand cther
than that of the Christians about him,
these generally being less educated (in
fact, usually Tlih-ﬁlimno) and later
out from heatheni than himself, do
you wonder that they sometimes muke
mis and prove a heartache to the
missionary? These men and their wives
need your prayers, and these vou can
surely give sometimes, even though it
be impossible for you to pive your own
lives to this service, or yet the money
‘l:‘.;‘a educate molm native ' workers.
yer is so simply and so easily given
and yet how po'weyrfu.ll & &
But the lady missionary on tour does
not confine all hér efforte to the Chris-
tian community. What about the great
mass ol '.!m K:ple who ‘are still in

the y  are two

years apart, and as he (or she)) can

never spend..more than one day, and
M

place, it may be imegi

ovent this visit is in the monotony of

the lives of the Christians.

In our twelve days we have visited
thirteen villages and have passed many
others we had not time to visit.

It has come about .through pressure
of time' that where a missionary and
her Bible-women could find plenty of

work to them budy for a month
or more, twelve days ocould be al-
lowed. another matter,

, because
of the great extent of this Akﬂu}d&
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heath ong these, her work
tokes, generally speaking, two forms.
Wherever ible, in each village vis-
ited, whe tal > her Bible-women,

received as variously as *

of the publie,
mixed, ",’ this generallv
amot lower castes:.’ Sometimies

v, qulatly st  the new
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