THE MINI

pocket  through errors of what may be
called amateur effort, the general public has perhaps
benefited, and prospecting and developing are now
conduct=d on Vancouver Island with a better appre-
ciation of loca! conditions, and hence with a far more
satisfactory outcome than heretofore.  Moreover, the
results which have followed systematic and intelligent
operations of mines on Mount Sicker are a great ¢n

couragement to persons lmving mining properties
there and elsewhere. It is impossible to regard what
is now in progress at Mount Sicker without feelings
of the liveliest satisfaction and without mdulging in
strong hopes that what is being accomplished there
will be repeated in other portions of the Tsland. Com-
petent observers do not hesitate to say that the Mount
Sicker District at the present time is one of the most
promising metalliferous fields in British Columbia.

The deposits of ore are numerous and extensive, the
grade is high and the conditions under which work

is carried on are eminently favourable. There is no
longer any reason for scepticism on ihese points, and

but for the cireumstance that in the past the mines

of this district have been in the hands chicfly of private
individuals, and the public have not been invited to

subseribe to stock, the field would long ere this have

passed through the not very desirable experience, now

immineng, of a boom period.  Any doubt that may
have existed of the permanence and value of the
Mount Sicker mines was removed with the decision
of such shrewd operators and skilled metallurgists
as Messrs. Breen, Bellinger &

‘otheringham to es-
tablish, at an outlay of over a quarter million dollars
a smelting plant, for the treatment of the ores of the
district, at Crofton, followed later by the commence-
ment of construction work of a second smelter by
the Tyee Copper Co. at Ladysmith. The Crofton
smelter is now about to be blown in and it may be
confidently asserted that although the present cap-
acity of the works of 500 tons daily is relatively small,
there are few, if any, smelters on the North Ameri=
can continent better equipped or more economically
designed and arranged. '

Quatsino Sound has for some years been regarded
as a promising field for mining operations, although
some persons who invested there met with disap-
pointments, The experience of the owners of the
Comstock mine favours the conclusion that the fault
was not in the locality but in those who were re-
sponsible for the development work attempted. Nu-
merous other discoveries of a promising nature have
also of late heen made in the Quatsino District.
Activity prevails at several points along the West
Coast, and the assumption is reasonable that those
who continue to invest capital in undertakings here
would not do so unless the prospects of profitable
returns ‘wvere reasonably encouraging. The erection
of smelters on the Island will greatly stimulate min-

ing by lessening the cost of the transportation of

ores,

It may thercfore be fairly claimed that the period
of mineralogical development on Vancouver Island
has sct in, and as of the 16,000 square miles contained
in Vancouver Island probably two-thirds of that area
have not been explored for mineral-bearing rocks,
there is ample scope and opportunity for the pros-
pector. It should, however, be remarked that the
difficulties to exploitation in this region are not in-
considerable, the interior of the Island being as yet
not very read’ly accessible, and, too, the luxuriant
orowth of vegetation is a further drawback to suc
cessful prospecting.  The conditions are, however,
certainly not worse than those encountered by pros-
pectors in the Koutenays in the ecarly nineties, while
the milder coast climate is an advantageous circum-
stance of importance. The gold-copper ores so far
discovered have been without exception of gener
ally higher grade value than those of other locali
ties of Dritish Columbia, and the excellent facilities
for transportation and treatment of ores,
the abundance of timber for fuel and mining purposes
and the number of streams from which cheap power
may be obtained, are all points which should appeal
favourably to prospectors

THE FUTURE OF THE YUKON.

HE falling off in the output of the Klondike
placers has very naturally provokad some dis-
cussion in the press as to the future of mining

in the Yukon Territory, In some quarters rather
discouraging views obtain, but on the whole the
\\l'i;!.h! of opinion scems to be that the outlook is
far from discouraging. Much stress is laid nupon a
statement made by a Mr. Iees, agent of the Manu-
facturers’ Association, who lately visited the coun-
try, and who has made the statement that “since
1807 hundreds and thousands of prospectors have
been exploring every creek and mountain in that
country, and no discovery of importance has been
made for more than a year.” In making that obser-
vation Mr. Hees lays himself open to the same charge
of exaggeration as he brings acainst Mr. I'. C. Wade,
who in a recent lecture remarked that “only fifty
miles have been worked, and there are seven thous-
and miles of creeks in the Yukon, alinost all of which
are unprospected.” Neither statement is of much
value, even if true. The fact that gold has not been
found in large deposits anywhere in the Yukon
during the last year is only proof that prospectors
have been unsuccessful, and does not afford a con-
vincing reason for the belief that it will not be found.
The Klondike itseli was prospected and condemned
vears before it came into prominence as a produc-
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