
ktilttli'cl to iilisi'ivc in it siwlllfll 11 ilftlv

viihitiii' lit .iiioki' fi-if triMii tln' i-nrth

IHIir till' In-*!!!!- Iiv the til'lll.

Ill' ualki'il ijiiickly iliiwn to tim »pot,

w<iinlrriii'^ "liitticr hit "•n»f«» liii'l ill'-

iiivcil hitii. «>r ttlH'thrr a rn'« volcnno
mil itioiit tti tli'i'liiri- itsi'lf in t:i>

|ii'iii'i'lul [link iinn'in VnlrniiiM-n. t

tiillily. IiikI liiliu li >i'li nut ' f lii-hiiiii

i!i Kimliiii 1. Iiiif pfiliiipi ' <•>• wtTi'

rnliiinu :ii iiijiiiri- voil iii'ViT kiii'W vulir

hirk:

All I'lcii. li.iHi'Vii of thiH iiiituri- hail

to i:iM' pliH !• til li'»> |(ilii;intii' ci'llliT-

tiiii's lis hi' ni'iiri'il thi> loliiiiiri of

siiiiiki'. "^iiiiit hi'iTil voirt'S. 'njipHrrtit'v

iiiiili'ifjii'Miiij, Mtrm k hi> iistoiusln"!

iiiis. Ill iniif hi' »iiH II iiiiittiT-iit I

Hritdii iiM i|iii'stioti 111 ^noiiii's or

hrc>» Mil's « !is rli'tiiiis'ii'fl froip hi- niiM<l

ii.. pri'pi s'liiiiis. I'uf it »iiH Miiiii' ti'W

iiKiiiu'iit'- liiliiii' hi' ii'inhi'il ihi [inttiiin

i.f thi- truth III L'i... iiM'^i' iiiiitli'f

'Ihi- liimi' iiMioiiiit lit 'iitiv thriiwn-

U|i I'liitli whiih liiv iiriiii.ii! struck hini

ns iiliMirui'il. tiiir loiihl hi- at first

qiiiti' iMiiki' out hIk'Uci' the vnici's «|.r«>

pi"i(«'i'(liim. Ills iiiti'ri'stini» hii'iIi>-

i|u>, hreiiininji with ' NVi'll, I'm

hiithi'ii'd !" "lis liDwi'ViT, i|in('kl.v rut

sliorf. Thi- viiii'i'S ui'ri' hi'Cdiiiiinr

rather ni(>rt> distinct, and ho had no
<liffi('ult V in ri'ciMitiizinu tlii'ir ii«nrrs

Triio. t.' I'v s'lumii'il inullh'd. liut thi'V

uirc iiiiMiistiikiilili'.

"You silly muff!" snid oni' "Ynu'll

cliokf MS J, til
" Coii'^h ci'ucli—

SMCI'/.I'.

'Wi'll. how should / kiiit«— "

Sni'i'zi'— siii'i'zc—f'duijh.

'•|'nt it out, you i;iihy I T>n you want— " (oiinh -ciiuuli— !iasp.

".lack, it's Ki'ttiiid into my <'y<'s

iiii-fiilhr 'Ihl " Sneeze—sneeze

—

coimh.
The next niiiMii'iit .1 lilinkilii; fme

rose from the earth on the other side

of a niouMil not far from the t< et of

the nstoMMili'<l Mr. 'I'lompson. and a

voire j'xi'hiimed ;

"I say. Jack, here's your ather!"

After whicli the face disappeared

hurriedly, and for two or three seconds

there was silence. The smoke, how-

ever, wliich hitherto had issued from

a small hole further away from the

mound, and evidently intended for

a chimney, now hegan to make its way

fhroipch the hirticr opi'iimt: "licre the

hen<l in! hist he«>n stx'ii. iiiid in aiio'hi-r

instant uith iiiiich coiiuhintc and
spluttiTiiiK. 'he two hftlf'chokiMl

voiin^.ii'i « .1 1 im;-'!<''l iiil.i till' Jivli.'ht

When thi-y had rtihlied the (inioke

tiom their wi'epinu eyeH niid coii^hi'd

iillt till' lii-t uie.iths of It IroMI llii'll

liilu' mil Miiith -t.Mid II little ,i«k-

wiiiillv III ^iispeline lit the other col-

Idli'il his u Its and >ali| piiillliU

III Mil. dad ' lis :i ( ii\'' "Illy we
I lilii't uct t!i. tire to act rii^lit "

".So It f 'I'liiH
' siiiil Mr Thompson,

liiiiidv "anil who. ma\ I iisk uave you
|ii I iiiis^inii to ilii: up my piudcn iin<l

^' t It oh tire
'

\V" tlioiii;ht we'd do it as a ':i i

ol siirpiise packet," said his h , fi.i

SUM "I knew |o!lv well Villi woi,

iniiiil I aviini soniiiliiim iliffi I' nt iiom
till' lest 111 tolks III i/iiiir card' 11 Come
and have a l.'ok . the lire's ^.'om^ out

sM.'ii, I e\p!'ct. and il you crawl on

yi.iir -toma'h for a little wav, there'll

he rooin lor you in the cave"

.\ lliiiiie it niemory llirkered up in

Ml Tlioiiifisoii's liriiin Time wtt*

when it had lieen far pleas.-uiter to

sit <oo|ii'd up under a tent of one's

own eri'<'tion in the liai k yanl than

to havt' the run of the whole housn
unhindered; when thick hread and
liiitter. and tea made from sinoky

water over a fire of hrUsliwniKl and
moss, had In- u sweeter far than any
dinner, cook 'Ver so well and served

HI style at h He thoiii;''t. with a

little smh. h iireat h part imagina-
tion had played in his hoytxHid's years,

atid how small its sphere for liim in

thi'si' latter ihiys .\iid the little flame

of liynone memories softened anv feel-

iii'Z of irritation he minht othei-wise

have fe't at the youngsters' liherties

w ith his naiden.

"Humph I" fie iirowled, and tried,

iinsuccesstullv, tri put his smile hohind

him. "Mind you don't do any more
• lamaiie, that's all. How have you

maniaed to keep the >;round from

tiiiiililin<i in and ImryiiiK you-"

"Oh I we've worked it all ritrht. Mr.
Tliomp.son," put in Jim eaperly

;

we've siot 'onie short wood planks

and laid them across the roof like a

she]("


