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a prisoner now, cringing at the feet of our hero, and

looking askance at the panting men about him.
" Now, sah," said Tom, drawing in a deep breath,

"not want dis scum any longer. Suppose we hang

urn straight off and so save heap ob trouble."

"Tie him up fast, and set a watch over him,"

commanded Jim promptly. "Now, George, I'm

ready to give you my plan for the future. I was

about to do so when the enemy charged. But, first,

are they likely to leave us?"

George shook his head promptly, then exchanged

a few words with one of the natives who was evi-

dently of some importance. " They will stay there in

the forest," he said at last. "They have the great

advantage of possessing rifles, and guess they still

far outnumber us. So they'll lie there in hiding, and

pepper us whenever we show a finger. If we go out

to attack them, they will break up and move away;

but if we attempt to make for Colon, they will hang
on our flanks and kill us little by little."

" Then we'll keep them hanging about in the forest.

See here, George," said our hero eagerly. "This
party of mine was to be merely a sort of cutting-out

expedition. We rode hard in order to come up with

this ruffian Jaime, and rescue Sadie. The main party

was to steam to the lagoon, and there attack tne

natives. They were then to endeavour to join hands

with us. Seems to me we have an excellent chance

of a combined movement. We stay here, and make
pretence that we dare not move. Meanwhile you
send off a couple or more men to our other party.

When could they reach us?"

"To-morrow morning, perhaps a little earlier.
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