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OTTAWA AND PONTIAt; COLONIZATION ;iOAO(» «

Ihe impiovemciit of tho iVont rou'l. in the lower pnrt of I'oiitiic, wur. Jotjo under the
opnilion of 81,000 fur timi rond fr.irii the County lino h«»t»vi'fin Ottawa and Pontiao to
120 du Fort.

On rar«>ful csaminotion and inr|uii v, i found thul i>i|MMidUur*< on improvement waa
rtN|uirpd on purts of tho rond in ('lan-ndon, whoro it is riin;^h luid miry, and oHpcoially

,t ti)wntihi|i of Onslow, hohnv t\w riv.r t^uio, whcri; tlioro w:«s an cxtciit of about four
lofoxtrcmoly had rond, oiiu half of it boiuK ovor r..n>rli rocky ii'I;4i'H, und tho oihor

lyiDiry and unmade, re<luirin^: much work in diltdiiiiff, A:c. This piece of road had I01114

L; iho rhief obstruction to «'i)inrnuni( ation by himl oetwccn tho »Mmnly of I'onlino and
tciiy of Ottawa. Tho building of .Miverul bridgOM mi the front r ..d, in the hwor [ait of
(towDnhip of Onhlow wnn uImo very much re(|uired.

Kiscwhere, especially in the township of nii.«(ol, [ fi.und ilie road j,'ood mid pi.-.-ieutin^

Uutrurtinn to travel, and therefon- nut nieritin^^ any t!spenilitur<» on it fnun the uppro-
jitioii, while the other parts nientit)nei{ s > mueh more required it. My examination
\f\ue at a time when eountry roads are in their worst |)ox.sil)lo condition,

With the exception of the improvement of a dau^crous .spot, on a bare rock, on the road
jClirendon,the doinu ofany work unon it in that township was deferred, not only bceuuse
Ifisitolatc in the sea.son but also beeaiisi' an apparently desirable elnn;;*.' of a part of

• road was propcsed, which required examination.

The expenditure of last season was therefore limited to the improvnnent of the very
||«irt(inl llic road in Onolow, and the liuildiiit; of bridges already mentioned.
This Work was also done by Mr. Henjiiniin .AIo re and his party, and in such a nmnner

(III elicit an official expression of appMlmtion from the MunieiparCouncil.
The work was commenced at the north side of the Quio bridge, on N'o. 11 of the lird

iifie of Onslow, and consisted in the makinj; of bad spots by erowning and draining, the
L)tin?of rocks, outtintr of .>,i(lo hills, the makinj; of nearly a mile in all of ditches, with
bajculvits On ouf hill marly IJOO tons of stone wen removed, and part u.sed for

|ra«i work Only 13t'i fpct of causeway were made, but on liu' lower part of the road,

Ifitn bridges were built, amountinj^ to 4ti4 feet in length, >.me of them eleven feet in

right, und all construct d nioht substantially.

The total expenditure cliarged in my account lo .'Jlsl iK^ct-mbi-r last, on aeoaint of the
lorkson this road of the SI,OHO appropriated is f:7oi>, leavin<^ u buhnee unexpended of
1265 for works to be done in Ciarcnuon. (See Synopsis herewith.)

Parties in Clarendon acriuainted with the ground informed mo that for about .seven

ik.«. between Xo. 8 and No. lit of the second rariRo of that lown.sbip, where there is a

rut bend in the front road, and .some bail ground to be pa.«sed, the bend could be cut ofl',

itinn upwards of a mile of di.stanee, anil a much better site found by carry inir tho road
Kwly striiichi between the above points, pa.Sf-ini.' in, or alon;; the rear of the 1st ranjje,

kicflj ibionali a dry, m arly bnre siindy red pini' bruli' - and the chanf;e of the line here i.s

l(!^ln^Iy reeouimendetl by > une of ihe leadiny .<ettleis, a> it would liivo a constantly dry
|r*i that would refjuire almost no repair instead of tho present line, wlio.sc clay uround
Itil! always become exreedinj^Iy cut up, in wet weather in the fall. The parties reconiniend-
jiog the alteration say, with jn.Mieo, that though it would not benefit them, as they do not
jreMib'on the iiroposed line, it would he a jireul ndvantajie to the ijeneral travel, espceinlly
Itifpenplp from the Upper Canada side of tho (Jitawa, who Would ero.«9 on the brid,i;e now
jkuildinn "' Portage du Fori ami avail themselves of the road on the north side of the
jUumi, which, by cutting off the great bend of the river is ali-^ni ten miles shorter than
jilif road on tlio south side to Ottawa city ; wliieh i<i all nmpiestionably true.

I

Not having time to do so myself, I emj loyod two eompeieni persons to go ovi-r the
|itop.jsed line, who fouud if to be as stated. S.'SOlt in addition to the balance remainim; of

[ itf appropriation would odmi thi-i line and give a bitti-r and shorter road than the pie^nt
w «nd a road that would be sound and useful in the wet wvallu r late in the fiil|, when most
'l^'ied, when the other would I) • scarcely pas^nbie. It i:4 e.vtremely difficult to see why
inhould be made with eolonixation road funds, bur an additional appropriation for it would

M*si least as justifiable in that respect as tho one :dread\ made.
If by strict definition a colonization road be one ui;cessary to give jieeess through, or

"•.-"••"" tands ut lOF scttloaieni, iiot ;drCady ythcrtvisu acccs»siblc, the front foad in the
Jpp«r psrt of Pontiao i.s much more striclly one, as it extends beyond existing continuoo*
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