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thc soul of the universe ; if not, it perishes ;—Topi-
curus and his followers, that “when death i Wt rg
not.”” The leadine aen amons the I ! W iicn
[.}..I,\r,; vy introduced \ 1 them, f wed the
var.ous (ircek sce Cicero doubted,  Pliny declares
!H\‘. \'1‘ )»‘V} '.] }rr.» iave 110 IMore sCIs 11Cr

leath than bdfore we were boin g
beyond death there is neither place for care nor joy,
1he po t.«, 1t 1s true, spoke of a future :‘.'m-‘ f rewards
and |»1 nishments ; they had the joys of stum and
the tortures of l.L.LLLJm ; but both philc vmnp.h rs and
pocts n‘r.ux‘\lul them as vuigar fables.

Thus you sce that ““the world by wisdom

( Encew
I R T R T,
not God ;7 and

that the very first principles of 1
Licion were, for azes, either tl('m«-tl, or x‘ulll.i:!ul ]

y
the most fatal errors.

Y. But as I have heard much of [leatlen virtue, 1
suppose that the morals of Gentile nations were
better than ﬂtir oplatons?

7. This also 1s an ¢rror. The facts mvntiuw d 1n
thcir own histories, and Ly their own sati an «l

poets, show that morals were universally

C I’;'II]A.‘\A
to an cxtent not known amonest the

vvorst Chrnstian
nations, and that the descriptions of the state of the
Heathen world inthe New Testament, and especially
in the first chapter of the Lpistle to the
contain no cxazgerations.

Ronians,

1. The elight regard paid to the life of man in all
heathen countrie 5, cannot have (r‘e';l‘l‘t'l the notice of
reflecting minds.  Among the Romans, men were
murdered in their ve®y pastimes, by being made to
iight with wild beasts and with cach other; and
thouch this was sometimes condemned, yet the pas-
sion for blood increasced, and no war ever causcd so
a .j.s.:“‘.?. r as did the gladiatorial combats.
They were at tirst contined to the fancrals of great
persons.  The first show of this kind exhibited ip

Rowme by the Druti, on the death of their fatkier, con.
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