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VIAQI AND UMItY. ao5

iparfttlaii from th«w, till at last two Im not left to walk

together. And fer that other text mentioned, 8 Theee. iii.

«, whew Paul exhorta the ohnroh of Tha«alonioa to with-

draw themeelrea from erery brother that walka diaorderly

;

I cannot bnt wonder that any ahould bring this to juetify

their separation or withdrawal from Um commnniqn of •

true (though a disorderly) church. For,

(1.) Oonaider, that thle wae not writ fer a fm members

to withdraw from the church^ but Cor tha church to witli-

draw frvrn disordotty membefi.

(8.) Conrider, that If any offended membera, upon pre-

tence of emgr, "itk* *« doctrine or pxaotioe, should by this

text beoons Hgea (as well as partiee) of the grounds and

lawfUaasa of their separation ; then it will follow, that

tialf a soon notorious hereti|^ or scandalous llTers (when

they have walked so aa ihey%oraee the church are ready to,

deal with them, and withdraw fhmi them), shall antieipate

the ohunsh, and pretend somei«hat against them, of which

themseWea must be judges, and so withdraw fkom the

ehnroh, pretending eithet heresy or disorder ; and so con-

demn the ohnroh, to prerent the disgrace of being con-

demned by the church. How needftil then is it, that men

of peaceable dispositions; and not of flroward and fraoUons

"tod diriding spfarits, be choeen to rule the church of God,

fbr fbar lest the whole church be learened and soured by

them I ., .

4. As tlMKe most be care used m ohooaing men to nito

the churoli of Qod, so there must be a oonsidentlon had,

that there axe many things darkly laid down in scripture

;

^his will temper our spirits, and make as lire in pcaoe and

unity the mofe firmly in things in which we agree ; thia

will help ys to beai^one another's burdens, and so ftilib the

law of Ohrist, inasmuch as all things necessary to salvaticn

And church communion tfs plainly Isid down in scriptitte.

And where things are more darkly laid down, we should

consider that Ck>d inieoded hereby to stir up ottr diligence,

that thMeby we might increase our knowledge, and not

oar diTiaioDS, for it may^be said of all disooTerics of trath

' tv


