
24 ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

went round the head of Lake Ontario, Hamilton, then down to the 
Credit to see the Indians, and soon to Toronto.* One of the Government 
officials expressed himself very strongly, saying, 11 They had no business 
spending money on such a trip.” Lady Jameson had been up to Lake 
Superior, and had been brought down from the “ Sault” by some of our 
people of the North-West Company to Manitoulin Island, where she was 
taken in charge by Colonel Jarvis and his party. I often stopped with 
Capt. T. G. Anderson, Indian superintendent at Manitoulin. I was at 
Haushene (Waubaushene) when Mackenzie's Rebellion broke out in 1837. 
We lived at Coldwater, where my father died at the age of seventy-one 
years. I married Rosette Solomon, daughter of William Solomon, 
Government interpreter to the Indians.

ANTOINE LABATTE’S NARRATIVE.

I was born on Drummond Island, 16th September, 1824. We left 
the Island in 1827. My father’s name was Louis George Labatte, a 
soldier in the British Army, and a blacksmith by trade. He was at the 
capture of Mackinaw, and fought in the war of 1812. He was born in 
Lower Canada, and went up with the North-West Company, and after 
three years in the British service at Mackinaw, returned to Drummond 
Island with the soldiers and stayed there eleven years. He then moved 
to Holland Landing, stayed there two years, then to Penetanguishene, 
and lastly to Thunder Bay (Tiny), where he died in 1872. My mother 
died in 1863, and both are buried at Lafontaine. Her maiden name was 
Julia Frances Grouette, a half-breed. I am three-quarters French and 
one-quarter Indian blood. We left Drummond Island in August, in a 
bateau, towed by the schooner Alice, Captain Hackett commander. 
The vessel was subsequently wrecked on Horse Island. We came by 
the outer channel, past Tobermory, and landed at Cedar Point in Tiny, 
the same month. Eighteen persons came in the bateau, besides provis­
ions and household effects. There were six of the Labatte family, four 
of the Grouette family, Antoine Recollet and child, Francois Recollefc and 
child, Jessie Solomon, and an Indian named Jacobe. Captain Hackett 
had suffered shipwreck on the sea. His vessel was burned and he saved 
his life by clinging to a small piece of the burning wreck till he was 
rescued. Captain Hackett was badly burned on one side of his face and 
neck, so that the cords were drawn down, causing a peculiar twitching 
of the muscles and a continual turning of his face to one side. We

* An expedition (iierliaps this one) to intercept W. I . Mackenzie in 1837, is mentioned 
in the Narrative of John Monague, of Christian Island. See Transaction» of the Canadian 
Institute, Fourth Series (1892), vol. 3, p. 4.


