
80 JEFFERSON AND HIS COLLEAGUES

which remained unbroken until another Democratic

President, one hundred and twelve years later, re-

turned to the practice of Washington and Adams.

If the Federalists of New England are to be be-

lieved, hypocrisy marked the presidential message

from the very beginning to the end. It began with

a pious expression of thanks "to the beneficent

Being" who had been pleased to breathe into the

warring peoples of Europe a spirit of forgiveness

and conciliation. But even the most bigoted Fed-

eralist who could not tolerate religious views differ-

ing from his own must have been impressed with

the devout and sincere desire of the President

to preserve peace. Peace! peace! It was a sen-

timent which ran through the message like the

watermark in the very paper on which he wrote;

it was the condition, the absolutely indispensable

condition, of every chaste reformation which he

advocated. Every reduction of public expenditure

was predicated on the supposition that the danger

of war was remote because other nations would de-

sire to treat the United States justly. "Sail ^ry

reductions in habitual expenditures" were urged in

every branch of the public service from the diplo-

matic and revenue services to the judiciary and the

naval yards. War might come, indeed, but "sound

k


