Walesa riding hzgh lasr year

hooting _at- people"’ Less than three-months after this

-atement, Edward L1p1nsk1 was taken into detention fol- -

~low1ng Jaruzelski’s mobilization of his army.

‘Lipinski helped create the KOR in 1976 and 1977. The
‘,KOR developed extensive contacts with the West, and
. particularly with the Western’ media. Tnside Poland, its
Lgrowth ‘encouraged and coincided ‘with the other fateful

- consequence of Ursus and Radom: Especially on the Baltic
" coast and in the Katowice area, the workers, and most
: partlcularly their unofficial but legrtrmlzed leaders, created -

"'Free Trade Union Committees. These in turn suffered

- their share of harassment. Lech Walesa knew much deten-
* tion during his apprentlceshlp with the growing ideal of .

* free trade unionism. This activity was not totally covert or

" secret. Much of it was discussed in the new journals such as -

-Robotnik, throughout 1978, and certainly by the fall of
1979, the people of Gdansk were being advised by leaflet to

- take any complaints.about a new shipyard bonus system to

- the Free Trade Union Committee of the Baltic Coast, and
- the names - and-addresses of the members were printed on
. the leaflet.- The names mcluded those of Lech Walesa and

.~ Anna Walent1now1cz

Early international attention

" The situation by then had come to the attention of at

* ‘least the free‘trade union movement outside Poland. On
~July-24, 1978, the Canadian Labour Congress, through the

* International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, pre-
- sented a complaint to the International Labour Organiza-
tion on the v1olat10n of ILO Conventlons (numbers 87 and
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ICFTU’s' allegations..T e ILO Committee
the term orgamzatlon .in Convent10

“workers' organizations, even those. whic

p051t10n to fulﬁll functrons tradltlonall

sons involved in the above workers organlzau
Polish government had not- rephed by. the time the-

Committee on Freedom of Assocratlon at its meeting in--
November, 1980, and the facts as. presented by the. free

trade union movement were found to be: essentrallyj
correct. - s ‘
So it was that When the strlkes erupted in: August o

11980, the demands were no longer limited to ‘material -
gains. The workers had come to demand recognition. ofthe =~
universal right to free trade unionism. By adhering to_ this = - .
demand the founders of Solidarity created a- powerfulu SR

. force, one that has changed governments and. political

systems across the face of the earth. A major pohtlcal’
dimension had been added to the struggle e
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The church mvolvement - - e

Someé eyewitnesses have argued that the stnke leadersr
in Gdansk adhered to their free trade union demand hesi-

“tantly, with some initial reluctance, a characterization also-

applied to the early involvement of ‘the Church. The_‘

_strikers, having won approval for a memorial cross, com-

memorating those killed in Gdansk in 1970, had a priest

bless their temporary cross, knowing thatthis would attract =~~~ . |
_ many waverers to their cause. In recent months, criticsof .= ~
Solidarity have tried to deride it as being a creature of- thef e
Church. They completely, and possibly deliberatly, ignore:" ",

- the fact that Poland is overwhelrnmgly a country of Te-




