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" Schizophrenic movi

Latitude 55
Directed by John Juliani
Carlton Cineplex

By TIM LAW

atitude 55 is schizophrenic—it appears to be one
I film but is in reality a mish-mash of several. The
film opens with a raging blizzard in Alberta and
Wanda, played by Andrée Pelletier, is stranded in a car
fighting to keep warm. She finally passes out and is
rescued sometime later by Josef (August Schellenberg),

who takes her back to his lonely log cabin.

In the next two hours we learn that Wanda is a
pampered 30-year-old government employee who is
married to a man of God. Josef, on the other hand, is now
who he claims he is—an ignorant Polish potato farmer—
but is in fact an Indian medicine man, a linguist, and all-
round man of culture. The rest of the encounter
eventually strips both of their false personas. Or does it?

Herein lies the problem—one can never get a clear

~ Dutch film is a bleak study of

Spetters
directed by Paul Verhoeven
opens Mar. 2 at the Carleton

By CATHERINE ASTLEY SUDDS
The new Dutch film Spetters
has lots of spirit and passion
and, like its lead actress,
“guts.” It is, however, a depressing
film, its brutal cinematic realism
strikes home and leaves you feeling
bruised and edgy. It lacks the
pungent irony and truly shocking
quality of such recent German films
as Christiane F and The Tin Drum
but, like a huge canvas daubed with
loud colors and ungainly figures,
conveying all too clearly the possible
extent of human anguish.
This story of three boys growing
up in a small Dutch town has a

e needs analysis

picture of what the film is trying to do. It seems to say
everything and nothing at all at the same time. Maybe
director John Juliani (who also co-wrote the script)
wanted to make a 1980s version of those Nelson Eddy
and Jeanette Macdonald films about blizzards, heros,
and heroines in distress. One gets all of this (without the
love songs) in Latitude 55, but unlike Nelson and Jeanette
this film also aspires to be profound. The result is a series
of excruciatingly long silences punctuated by cryptic
dialogue in umpteen different languages. The dominant
question in the viewer's mind is, what is this all in aid of?

Had the writers decided exactly what they wanted to
convey they might have been able to save this film. One of
the highs is August Schellenberg, whose performance as
Josef is both intriguing and graceful. On the other hand,
Andrée Pelletier his obviously miscast as Wanda and
never really makes us care about her character. With only
two characters in the film it is too much to ask
Schellenberg to carry the mess. Latitude 55 tries too hard
to be all things to all people—it needs more than a shrink
to figure it out.

society

dub *‘the French fry girl.” She is an
opportunistic, saucy blonde, with
whom they all become immediately
fascinated. Fientje is romantically
linked with all three boys in turn.
This is a suitably uncompromising
study of a head-strong woman
determined to raise herself above the
French fry grease. She compulsively
pores over her horoscope in a
magazine, hoping for hints of what
she is certain is an impending lucky
break. Fientje flaunts and flirts, but
she does not present a romantic view
of a peroxide blonde; she is also aptly
coarse and tough-looking, the tart
insensitive to all but her own well-
being.

This film deals with such contem-
porary subjects as adolescent sex and
homosexuality, religious fantacism,
and hooliganism without squeam-
ishness, made all the more telling by
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SWEET SURRENDER
2577 YONGE ST Sherwood

TEL 483'3396 Eglinton |
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Fri. & Sat. 11 am.-2am

Mon-Wed. 11 am.-11 p.m
Licensed L L B.O sPatioeOpen 6 DayseConvenient ParkingeTake-out available
GOURMET LUNCHEON SPECIAL
$4.95

Reg. $8.95

Thurs. 11am.-12am

" EVENING SPECIAL |
2 FOR 1 |

Soup, Salad and
(Your choice of 12

FROM OUR BAR
Mon.-Fri. 3-9 p.m.
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Monday-Saturday 11-6 p.m
NAME__________ ADDRESS
COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED WHEN PLACING ORDER

DISCOUNT TICKETS FOR STUDENTS
Swan Lake

O'Keefe Centre

PERFORMANCE SCHEDULE
Feb. 23 Feb. 24 Feb. 25
at 8:00 at 8:00 : at 200
Allemann/ Kain/ Witkowsky/
Pierin Nixon Osbocrne
Feb. 25 Feb. 26
at 8:00 at 300
Jago/ Allemann/
Smith Pierin

Rush seats available 1 hour prior to performance at ,
. ) O'Keefe Box Office only.
All tickets $5.00 with 1.D.

The National Ballet of Canada

RESEARCH PROJECT

15 PEOPLE ARE NEEDED TO
PARTICIPATE IN A RESEARCH
PROJECT CONCERNING THE
EVALUATION OF CONTINUOUS
WEAR CONTACT LENSES.

universal quality. It concerns their
growth to maturity and loss of
innocence from adolescence to
adulthood. Director Paul Verhoeven
relates incidents with uncensored
explicitness—a trademark of his
work. Many of the film’s scenes are
scripted from accounts of actual
events related to him by young
people on the street.

Fientje

The three boys of the film's main
action are all keen motocross fans,
the arrogant but dashing Gerrit
Witcamp (Rutger Hauer)—soon to
be the new World Champion—being
their ultimate hero. While at the
races the three meet high-spirited
Fientje (Renee Soutendijk) who they

the believability of the characters
and situations. The film gives a bleak
view of society but it is not without
liveliness, fast action and humor. It
is a strange combination. Spetters is
Paul Verhoeven’'s fourth major
feature, the earlier three including
Turkish Delight having all gained
international acclaim on release.
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Your software and hardware specialists.
5734 YONGE (at Finch) 225-7648

HERMES BAKERY

Our baked goods are
fresh and delicious.
Drop by and see our

store.
“The price is right”
2885 Bathurst St.

FOR MORE DETAILS
CALL EVELYN, BOBBY ORR
SPORTS CLINIC
TEL. 667-3670

Ph. 787-1234

WE CAN HELP YOU
PREPARE FOR:

EDUCATIONAL CENTER
OF CANADALTD

The test preparation
specialist since 1938
COME
L 1 g
OUR
CGIEINTRE
Call Days, Eves, & Weekends

967-4733

720 Spadina Ave. Suite 410
Toronto, Ont. M5S 2T9
Other Centers in More Than

100 Major U.S. Cities & Abroad

THE COUNSELLING AND
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

offers

Personal Counselling
Group Counselling
Learning Skills
Self-Management Programs
Relaxation Training
Consultation
Room 145 Behavioural Sciences
Building, 667-2304
also
Career Centre
N105 Ross 667-2518
Centre for handicapped Students
135 Behavioural Sciences Bldg
667-3312
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COME FOR THE FOOD
AND STAY FOR THE FUN

DRESS CODE
IN EFFECT

HAPPY HOUR
DAILY

FROM 4:30-7:30

743-0768

February 23, 24, 25. Heather
Katz with Northemn Lights.
R & B Review with special

guest Diane Brooks and Rick

Steele. No cover.

COMMODORE 64
SOFTWARE SALE

HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF OUR LOW PRICES

all Atarisoft (cartridge) ............o.vvnn 39.95
Congo Bongo (cartridge) ............... 39.95
Temple of Apshai (disk)..........ooovve. 29.95
David's Midnight Magic (disk) ........... 29.95
Sword of Fargoal (disk) ..............o.. 29.95
Infidel (by Infocom) ...........ooieenenn 39.95
Enchanter (by Infocom)................. 39.95

SALE ENDS MARCH 3rd OR WHILE SUPPLIESLAST

RICHMOND HILL
SOFTWARE 884-1676

10121 YONGE STREET
1 block north of Major Mackenzie




